10/25/2026	Jesus’ Teachings at the Last Supper
1. Motivate

What activity or event are you looking forward to in the near future?
· Super Bowl, some other big game
· coming of winter, spring, …
vacation out of the heatA video introduction to the lesson is available.  View it at https://tinyurl.com/2mz3fd33 If you have no wi-fi where you teach, you must download the video file to your computer from https://tinyurl.com/329j3ykz 

· a special concert
· a wedding
· visit to grandparents
· winter retreat
· basketball/vollyball season
· the graduation of a child or grandchild
· coming birth of a baby

2. Transition

We all have events in life that we anticipate with both expectation and maybe trepidation.
· One milestone event that faces every person in the world is the Second Coming of Jesus.
· Today we study Jesus teachings concerning this and other final communications to the disciples.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Love One Another

Listen for what is new.

John 13:34-35 (NIV)  "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

Jesus previously confirmed this statement of the teacher of the law,  'Love your neighbor as yourself.'    So what was new about this command (look at preceding verses)?  
· demonstrated just before this by His washing of their feet
· unsolicited acts of kindness … done with no expectation of reciprocity

Jesus says, “Love as I have loved you.”  How has God shown His love for you?
· Jesus died on the cross for our sins
· God daily provides our needs
· God protects us
· God works in our lives – gives wisdom, guidance, direction




There were so many things the disciples needed to know.  Why emphasize love?
· this was the basis for everything else
· it was motivation for ministry
· it facilitated good cooperation amongst believers 
· acting in love was to be a way in which unbelievers would draw people to Jesus

What does it mean for you to love people as Jesus has loved them?
· implies the agape love
· means we will love someone without expectation of reciprocity
· the love will be unconditional
· the love will seek the best for the other person
· we will love even if we are not loved back
· we are even willing to give of our lives if necessary (Jesus did!)

Why is it hard to show Jesus’ love to different kinds of individuals?
· because, like the question says, they are different from us
· they have character traits that we dislike 
· we disagree with them about ______ (politics, worship styles, sports, etc.)
· they act weird (define it however you want to!)
· they are too old fashioned/new-fangled in the way they do things
· they talk too much (not enough)
· bad breath, BO, sing off key, clack their dentures

What are some tangible ways we can show that we love one another?
· speaking kindly, even if slighted (intentionally or unintentionally)
· unsolicited acts of kindness
· help, support one another when in need
· declaring our love or friendship, our appreciation of them
· acts of kindness for which you neither require nor expect reciprocity

How does our love for one another point others to Christ?
· it will become evident that this sort of kindness is motivated and empowered by God at work in our lives
· we are salt and light and draw people to Christ by our actions and attitudes
· unbelievers do not act this way
· we are unique, distinct, different from unbelievers – the definition of holiness

How is love a sign that someone is a disciple of Christ?
· it is a reflection of what Jesus did (and still does)
· we can only love that way through the power of God’s Spirit within us
· it is significantly different from the way that the world relates to one another
· it is the members of Body of Christ (the Church) ministering to one another
3.2 Jesus, the Only Way

Listen for

John 14:1-6 (NIV)  "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2  In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4  You know the way to the place where I am going." 5  Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" 6  Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

You have probably made various plans or preparations for the future.  In what way is Jesus preparing you to be with Him? 
· shaping and molding my life to be more like Him
· works us like a potter or a sculptor
· adds things to our lives that we need
· removes things that shouldn’t be there

How are you preparing to be with Jesus? 
· allowing God to work in your life
· filling your mind and heart with Who Jesus is and what He is doing
· involvement in Kingdom ministries
· “fix your eyes on Jesus”  Heb. 12:2
· “set your hearts on things above”  Col. 3:1Have class members look up these references

· “set your minds on things above” Col. 3:2
· “declare His praises”  1 Peter 2:9
· “in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord”  1 Peter 3:15

Why does it bother people when they are told there is only one way to God?
· what about other world religions?
· what about someone who is really sincere
· surely God could not be so exclusive!!

How do we answer someone who objects to this exclusiveness?  They question how anyone could believe that a loving God would not accept everyone into heaven if they do their best to live right?
· God has made provision for their entry into heaven
· it is the personal choice of the person to accept or reject that provision
· God is not willing that any should perish (in eternal death/separation from Him)
· God is sovereign and holy and righteous and can do as He pleases … God can be exclusive if He chooses to be
· Actually, God has done infinitely much to make it possible for us to join Him in heaven


3.3 Prayer in Jesus’ Name

Listen for an amazing promise.

John 14:12-14 (NIV)   I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13  And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14  You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.

What is the unusual promise of Jesus in verse 12? 
· you have seen my actions, my miracles
· if you have faith in me … then you can/will do even greater things than these

Consider how it is that we can do even greater works than Jesus did.
· Because He was going to the Father. 
· Jesus as a human was limited by time and space … 
· When the Holy Spirit came He would be omnipresent
· God’s power now dwells in every believer
· It will still be God’s power at work, doing miracles

Jesus states that He will do whatever we ask.  What are the qualifying statements concerning the effectiveness of our praying and Jesus’s work through us? 
· whatever you ask (stated twice)
· ask in My name … in my authority
· ask so the Son may bring glory to the Father
· must ask within the will of God

So, what does it mean to pray “in Jesus name”?
· more than starting a prayer with “Dear Jesus …”
· more than ending a prayer with “ … In Jesus Name, Amen”
· it means we come before God with the authorization, the authority of the Name of Jesus
· we come as His representative
· we come asking for things that He would want
· we come making requests that are according to His will

Assuming one has a relationship with Jesus, what might be examples of prayers where we are acting as Jesus’ representative and asking for God’s will?
· for salvation of a relative or acquaintance
· prayer for government leaders
· prayer for “daily bread” (which could include health, safety, wisdom, etc.)
· prayer for restored relationships
· prayer for the outreach of the church
· prayer for God’s power at work as the Gospel is preached around the world Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.

[image: ]Application
Meditate. 
· This week, read John 14:1-3 and meditate on these comforting words.
· We don’t need to be troubled by Jesus’s absence but be encouraged.
· He’s been preparing for our reunion for thousands of years. 
· He is coming again.  It must be an awesome new place for us all.

Realign.
· Re-read John 14:6-7.
· Where do you need to realign your life with Jesus as the way to the Father?

Share. 
· Get together with some friends and talk about what you discovered from your readings from Matthew 24 and John 14:1-3. 
· Spend some time praying together for friends who need salvation
Cryptogram

[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]There we were—in the eastern European province of Jimar Rimar—covering an exhibition game when, suddenly, a coded message arrives from a local church, delivered to the team chaplain! The pitcher knew the key. It’s shown below. But our broadcast team had to move on. And now, the assignment falls to you: decode the message—and deliver the results to your church league softball captain!  First, examine the “Hello World” sample. It reveals how the system works.  The message awaits. The challenge is yours. Tech help found at https://tinyurl.com/329j3ykz 
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