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Do We Need to Defend Our Faith?

1. Motivate

What’s the closest you’ve come to being an expert at something?
· bee keeping

· wood carving

· baking bread

· fly fishing

· gardening

· small engine repair

· golf

· duck decoy carving

· oil/acrylic/water painting

· playing an instrument

2. Transition

We are often good enough at something to give help or pointers to others.

· As believers we can know enough to share our faith.

· God can use you to show others His Truth

3. Bible Study

3.1 Contend for the Faith
Listen for a crisis.
Jude 1:1-4 (NIV)  Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James, To those who have been called, who are loved by God the Father and kept by Jesus Christ: 2  Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance. 3  Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints. 4  For certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.
How does Jude identify himself to his readers? 
· a servant of Jesus Christ

· a brother of James

· Note: both James and Jude are believed to be half-brothers to Jesus

How does he address his readers and what is his greeting?

· to those who have been called

· to those loved by God the Father

· to those kept by Jesus Christ

· mercy, peace and love to you in abundance

What indicates he wrote this letter in the context of crisis? What did Jude urge his readers to do?
· he had intended to write about “the salvation we share”

· he set that aside

· felt it was more important to write to urge them to contend for the faith

· this faith was entrusted to the saints once for all … it is nothing different, nothing new

Why was such action necessary?
· godless men had secretly slipped in among you

· they were changing the grace of God into a license for immorality

· they denied the deity of Jesus

· their condemnation was written about long ago 
How could the grace of God be changed into a license for immorality?
· all our sins are forgiven … do anything you want and it’s forgiven

· consider the crusades of the middle ages – they tried to enforce beliefs militarily 

· twist the meaning of the command to “love everyone” into a sexual connotation

Why do you think the presence of these men was dangerous to the health of the body?
· caused confusion

· got people off track in their beliefs

· led others into sin

· church members end up behaving no different than the unbelievers around them

What are some ways the Christian faith is being challenged today?
· some will say that there are many ways to God

· skeptics doubt the very existence of God

· the Gospel message of salvation through faith in Christ is accused of being narrow, racist, xenophobic, homophobic, Islamophobic 

· Christian Truth is accused of being “hate speech”

· just like in the Old Testament, people are sacrificing babies to the deity of convenience – abortion
What are some ways we can “contend for the faith” in today’s culture?
· be “light” and “salt” to the world

· know what we believe 

· be ready to share it with kindness

· live a life of joy and purpose

· allow God to live through us the Fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, kindness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control

3.2 Defend the Faith with Mercy and Love
Listen for how to defend the faith.
Jude 1:20-23 (NIV)  But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit.  21  Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. 22  Be merciful to those who doubt; 23  snatch others from the fire and save them; to others show mercy, mixed with fear--hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.
What spiritual actions did Jude urge his readers to take to be prepared to contend for the faith? 
· build yourself up in your most holy faith

· pray in the Holy Spirit

· keep yourself in God’s love

· wait for the mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life

Who are three groups of people to whom Jude urged believers to show mercy?
· those who doubt

· snatch others from the fire and save them 
· those stained by “corrupted flesh
How can we balance showing mercy and contending for the faith?
· we are not to accuse and condemn

· God calls us to demonstrate grace – kindness even when undeserved

· we share the Good News, the Gospel

· we demonstrate love, joy and peace and share how others can realize the same

· when we share God’s Truth, know that God’s Holy Spirit does the convicting, the convincing

Why is it important to show mercy and love while defending the faith?
· mercy and love are what have been shown to us by God

· we deserve the penalty of sin, God has withheld it by the substitutionary death of Christ

· we don’t deserve God’s love and kindness, but He has lavished it upon us

· we must minister God’s Truth with the same attitudes and motives

How can you show mercy to believers who doubt? 
· you may think they deserve condemnation

· but you are not the one to condemn or reject them

· you may well have had the same doubts yourself at one time, to a lesser or greater degree

· share the joy and peace that God has given you

· live a life before them which demonstrates God’s love
How is it possible to build yourself up in the faith?
· daily reading and meditating on God’s Truth

· be trained, practiced up in sharing your own spiritual journey – your salvation, God’s working in your life

·  communicating with God – studying what God says, talking to God in prayer
3.3 Rely on God
Listen for why we can rely on God
Jude 1:24-25 (NIV)   To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy-- 25  to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.
What assurances are given to believers in these verses of praise to God? 
· God is able to keep you from falling

· He will one day bring you into His glorious presence

· you will be without fault before Him

· you will experience great joy

What does God deserve and for how long?
· glory

· majesty

· power

· authority … all through Jesus Christ

· He is due these honors in eternity past, in the present, and in eternity future

What kinds of things cause us forget these attributes of God, these wonderful Truths?

· our lives are too busy with other things – jobs, hobbies, sports
· we are not focused on God

· we are taken up with pursuit of materialism – desire for a new car, a new TV, the latest fashions

Consider downloading this document “Who We Are in Christ” and using it as a devotional aid.  Read through and meditate on one of the four sections each day.

How do these verses encourage you as you seek to defend the faith?
· even with all our foibles, failures, and imperfections God sees us as forgiven, righteous, holy

· He is not totaling up our sins to confront us with when we come into His presence

· He is able to keep us from falling … right now
· His power and authority are at work in our lives right now and in the days ahead
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Application
Pray. 
· Ask the Lord for courage to stand up for what you believe. 
· Ask His forgiveness for times when you have been silent and unprepared to defend the faith.
Memorize. 
· As a reminder of God’s presence and power in defending the faith, memorize Jude 24-25: 
· “To him who  is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy—to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.”
Invite. 
· Over the next five sessions, your group will be looking at some questions often raised about Christianity.

· Use this as an opportunity to invite someone who has questions or doubts about the faith to learn more. 
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Pray for their openness to God’s truth.

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson. A video is available for the application points.


View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_lqcq6j39" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_lqcq6j39� 


If you don’t have WiFi where you teach, it is best to download at


� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/vd7og8j" �https://tinyurl.com/vd7og8j� and project from your computer in class.
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Ho, Ho, Ho, Humph!  Someone has been naughty and scrambled all these words every which way.  You’ve got to find them!  I’m reporting direct to Santa, so if you want to get on his Nice list, you better get with it.  Humph! That’s right, the letters can go up, down, port, starboard, and diagonal.  It’s rumored that Santa’s elves can help you at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/vd7og8j" �https://tinyurl.com/vd7og8j�
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