4/13/08
Exploring Devotion

1. Motivate

In what class at school did you find tests easy?  Which ones were hard?  Why easy or hard?
· they were all hard

· I couldn’t remember all the dates required for history

· I couldn’t conjugate the verbs in the foreign language class

· I hardly ever had to study for math/history/English/___  tests … it just came easy 

· In Lit class you never knew how to interpret the passage to satisfy the teacher

· I didn’t like to memorize … why memorize when you can look it up?

2. Transition

Academic tests are for the purpose of the teacher finding out if you know and understood the material.
( Today we look at why God would test someone … specifically Abraham.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Tested Faith
Listen for a request of Abraham by God that seems out of character for God.
Genesis 22:1-2 (NIV)  Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!"    "Here I am," he replied.   [2] Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about." 

How would you feel if God audibly called to you by name like He did with Abraham?

· afraid

· surprised

· confused

· on guard

Abraham responded, “Here I am.”  What kinds of things does this suggest about Abraham and his relationship with God?
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he wasn’t hiding (like Adam in the garden or Jonah on a boat)

· he must have recognized that it was God … not a hallucination or bad dream

· he was ready to listen to what God had to say

What specific instructions are given to Abraham? 
· take your son

· go to region of Moriah

· sacrifice him there as a burnt offerings

· I’ll tell you which mountain to ascend when you get there

How does God describe Abraham’s son?

· your only son

· your son, Isaac

· the son whom you love

What do these comments remind us about the significance of this son?

· God had promised his birth

· this in spite of Abraham and Sarah’s age and previous lack of offspring

· they had tried a substitute method which caused (is still causing) much trouble

· this son was promised to be the link to a future of many descendants

· if he was gone, so was the hope of the promise

The passage said this was a test … why would God be interested in testing Abraham?  Didn’t God already know how Abraham would react in advance?

· The test was not for God, it was for Abraham

· Abraham needed to find out the extent of his own faith
· Abraham needed to discover how deep was His obedience

· he needed to realize how important it was to obey God

· he needed to be reminded of God’s authority and power and wisdom

God will not send us on a mission to physically sacrifice a child, but He does take us through testing situations … what kinds of tests do we encounter in life?

· physical hardships

· loss of a job

· children facing problems at school (academics, bullying, difficult teachers, …)

· loss of life of family member

· a rebellious child

· a broken marriage

· family member with a substance abuse problem

How can a test like Abraham was facing or we sometimes face end up encouraging the test taker?

· we find God is sufficient

· it’s like God gives us the answers to the test

· you discover that whatever kind of test comes to us, we are able to trust God to get us through it

· we can be an encourager to someone else we see going through a similar test

3.2 Hard Obedience
Listen for Isaac’s response to this sequence of events.
Genesis 22:3-10 (NIV)   Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. [4] On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. [5] He said to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you."   [6] Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, [7] Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?"  "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied.  "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?"   [8] Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together.   [9] When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. [10] Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.  
What specific tasks did Abraham have to do to follow through on God’s instructions?
· cut the wood

· gather up a traveling group – Isaac, a couple of servants

· saddle the animals

· travel 3 days

· deal with his son’s questions

· climb the mountain

· build the altar

· tie up his son

· pick up the knife to actually begin the sacrifice

What would be hard about each of these tasks?

· 3 day journey is a long time to think about what is going to happen

· cutting the wood, building the altar and thinking about what would actually happen to the sacrifice – his only son would be totally destroyed – not even a body to bury

· every step up the mountain brought him closer to the loss of his beloved son

· answering the son’s questions would be tricky – if you alarm him, he might run away

· How in the world was he able to tie him up? This was a teenager or a young man by now


Abraham told the servants, “We will worship and then we will come back to you."   What could he have been implying by that?

· he might have doubted he would be able to actually go through with it

· God might raise Isaac from the dead

· God would intervene in some way

· God had promised a son to begin a line of descendants … God would keep His promise 
· Abraham believed God, there was faith involved 

We previously listed examples of tests God takes us through.  In what ways do we demonstrate faith?

· making the best choices we can, depending on God’s guidance

· obeying God, whatever it would cost

· obeying God, even when the world’s advice would be in the opposite direction

· exercising “tough love”

· talking to God, early and often in the test

3.3 Obedience Rewarded

Listen for how God responds to Abraham’s obedience.
Genesis 22:11-14 (NIV) But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. [12] "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son." [13] Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. [14] So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided." … [17] I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, [18] and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me." 
What reasons does God give for stopping him from killing Isaac?
· now I know you fear God

· you have not withheld from me your son

· you have obeyed me

How can God (how can we) realize that we are in fear, awe, reverence of God?

· through our obedience

· how we talk to Him, about Him

· how we trust Him

· how we respond to testing situations … submission vs. rebellion

What parallels do you see between Isaac, Abraham’s son and Jesus, God’s Son?

· each was an only son

· both fathers were willing to sacrifice them

· there was a substitute involved in both cases … 
· the ram was the substitute for Isaac, Jesus is the substitute for all of us

· in that sense, there is more of a parallel between the ram and Jesus than Isaac and Jesus

What statements does God make reaffirming His covenant with Abraham?

· I will surely bless you
· I will give you numerous descendants 

· your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies

· through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed

· it’s all linked to your obedience

What lessons do you think Isaac learned from this experience?
· do what God says

· God provides in some impossible situations

· Dad really trusted God … I hope I can also

· God rescued us in a very scary situation … He is powerful and wise

· that was a vivid lesson about God’s provision, God’s requirement for our obedience

4. Application
4.1 Real devotion is putting God above all our loves and comforts.
· Ask yourself, what is there in my life that I might be withholding from God

· what might God be asking me to sacrifice … not physically as a burnt offering, but just to let go of?

· what might I need to give to Him for His purposes?

4.2 Our faith pleases God!
· what “mountain” might God be asking me to climb and trust Him?

· Abraham named the place “God will provide” … what provision do I need to be trusting God for rather than worrying about?

· how can I please God this week with my faith?

4.3 God rewards obedience
· note that God might not relieve me of a difficult or unpleasant task

· His help might not come early, but it is never late
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