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Evidences of Genuine Religion



1. Motivate

List similarities and differences between religion and genuine faith.

	Religion – different 
	Similarities
	Genuine Faith - different

	· worship is formality only

· go through the motions 

· activities have no meaning

· only “filling in the squares”

· it is a duty to somehow appease God, keep Him off your back

· want to make sure people see us

· use it to satisfy ourselves

· use it to impress others
	· go to church often


· participate in church activities

· give in the offering

· sing songs 

· pray publicly

· effort to look good at church
	· worship is true adoration of God

· desire to come closer to God

· based on repentance, faith in God

· activities done in faith, trusting that God will bless the activity

· activities done with motivation to please God


2. Transition

True and genuine religion will impact a person’s daily life – Today we want to study

· ways to demonstrate our genuine faith

· how we show our faith in every aspect of our lives

· the relationship between worship and right living
3. Bible Study

3.1 Seek God, Not Substitutes

Listen for words that

· tell people how to find life

· words that describe what people were substituting for the true way to fine life

Amos 5:4-7 This is what the LORD says to the house of Israel: "Seek me and live;  [5]         do not seek Bethel,  do not go to Gilgal, do not journey to Beersheba. For Gilgal will surely go into exile, and Bethel will be reduced to nothing."  [6] Seek the LORD and live,         or he will sweep through the house of Joseph like a fire;  it will devour, and Bethel will have no one to quench it.  [7] You who turn justice into bitterness and cast righteousness to the ground  

	What does God say is how to find life?
	What were substitutes the people were using/doing?

	· seek God and live

· seek the Lord and live


	· seek Bethel, 

· go to Gilgal, 

· journey to Beersheba


Note the significance of these locations:

· they were worship centers – Northern Kingdom did not have temple at Jerusalem

· Bethel had a golden calf

· Gilgal was where Joshua had set up 12 stones as a memorial

· Beersheba was place of worship for Abraham, Isaac, Jacob – was a destination for pilgrimages

Why would God tell the people not to go to these worship centers?

· their behavior did not match their alleged devotion to God

· they did it for the wrong reasons

· they were not sincere

· their hearts were set on getting more, getting ahead, and getting their way

( God was not impressed by all this religious activity … 

What kinds of religious activities do we sometimes engage in without or that has nothing to do with seeking God?  What do we substitute for a genuine relationship with God?

· sing in the choir

· give big bucks to the church

· dress up good

· faithful attendance

· be an elder, 

· go on a FAITH team

· go on mission trips

· teach Sunday School

· do volunteer work

What do you think the phrase “seek the Lord and live” would mean to us today?

· daily reading and applying God's Word to the events of our lives

· asking for God's direction

· honoring God with our actions and attitudes

· the words we say to others are words of encouragement and blessing

· trusting God in life’s traumas, 

· praising Him, giving Him the glory for the good times

· putting God in first place in our lives

Consider verses 6 & 7 … [6] Seek the LORD and live, or he will sweep through the house of Joseph like a fire;  it will devour, and Bethel will have no one to quench it.  [7] You who turn justice into bitterness and cast righteousness to the ground
What truths should churchgoers in the United States learn from these verses?

· God's judgment comes upon people who substitute form for true faith

· when we ignore true righteousness, there are ultimate dire consequences

· the things we substitute for God will disappoint us miserably

3.2 Seek Good, Not Evil

Listen for examples of evil.  Listen for what will happen when people seek good rather than evil.

Amos 5:10-15  you hate the one who reproves in court and despise him who tells the truth. [11] You trample on the poor and force him to give you grain. Therefore, though you have built stone mansions, you will not live in them; though you have planted lush vineyards, you will not drink their wine.  [12] For I know how many are your offenses 

and how great your sins. You oppress the righteous and take bribes and you deprive the poor of justice in the courts.  [13] Therefore the prudent man keeps quiet in such times, 

for the times are evil.  [14]  Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you,  just as you say he is.  [15] Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the courts. Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will have mercy on the remnant of Joseph.

What were powerful and wealthy people in Israel doing that invited God's judgment?

· hate, despise those who work for justice, those who point out wrongdoing

· trample on the poor

· use unfair influence to get rich at the expense of the poor

· oppress the righteous

· take bribes

· deprive the poor of justice in the courts

What are some of the attributes or characteristics of God evident in these verses?

· a God of judgment

· a God that demands righteousness

· a God of justice

· mercy – God does not give us our just desserts

· a God of forgiveness

What are the results of seeking good instead of evil

· you will live

· the Lord God Almighty will be with you

· God has mercy on you

What are the good things we should seek instead of the evil we are tempted to seek?

· Truth

· Kindness

· generosity

· Loving God first, and others ahead of ourselves

· Honesty

· Fairness

· a daily and ongoing relationship with God – not just a once a week “touching base”

3.3 Seek Righteousness, Not Ritual

Listen for examples of worship ritual and God's responses to different kinds of worship.

Amos 5:21-24 "I hate, I despise your religious feasts; I cannot stand your assemblies.  [22] Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings,  I will not accept them. Though you bring choice fellowship offerings,  I will have no regard for them.  [23] Away with the noise of your songs!  I will not listen to the music of your harps.  [24] 

But let justice roll on like a river,  righteousness like a never-failing stream!  

What are some worship rituals or practices mentioned in the passage

· religious feasts

· assemblies

· burnt offerings

( symbolized adoration, devotion, supplication, atonement

· grain offerings

( symbolized recognition of God's blessing, consecration
                                               of life and substance to God

· fellowship offerings
( emphasized joy of fellowship with one another before   
                                               God

· songs, harps

How does God respond to these rituals?

· God despises them

· cannot stand them – literally, will not smell them … they are a stench

· will not accept them

· have no regard for them

· will not listen to them

What would cause God to respond in these ways to peoples’ religious activities

· they were insincere

· the worship was superficial

· their hearts were not in it

· they were just going through the motions

· they really didn’t have an attitude of adoration, devotion, dedication

What would be examples of worship practices or rituals today that God might have the same feelings about?

· some music could be considered self glorifying, not God glorifying

· some folks worship the idea of worship, they don’t worship God

· lot of folks singing the words don’t really mean them

· when we give to the offering it is not with joy, rather it is out of guilt or it is done grudgingly

· when someone is baptized just to satisfy parents or because others are doing it

· when we partake of communion with little or no thought of it’s meaning

In what ways should we authentically express our love for God

· prayers of thanksgiving

· go about your daily activities with an attitude of gratitude towards the Lord

· praise God for who He is in both good times and tough times

· make a conscious effort to sing the songs with meaning

· focus on God, not on the personalities who might be leading a service

How should people’s worship practices relate to their treatment of others?

· we won’t say nice things in church and then turn around and act nasty to people in our family or people we work with

· an attitude of generosity towards the Lord’s work will carry over to generosity with others

· praising God gets to be an attitude, not just a collection of words we say in a certain setting on Sundays

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Look for evidence in your life that indicates you are truly seeking God – not just going through the motions of church attendance.

· daily fellowship with God

· attitude of praise and thanksgiving

4.2 Ask God to give you a desire for good and an abhorrence for evil.

· your entertainment

· your attitude towards others

· your attitude towards money, material things

4.3 To what extent are you operating on the basis of biblical righteousness in personal relationships?

· the way you treat other people

· are you using others rather than letting God use you to bless and encourage them

Allow God to work in your life in such a way that God's admonition will come true …

let justice roll on like a river,  righteousness like a never-failing stream!  

Do this as a Venn diagram with the similarities in the overlap





Consider Philip. 4:8 … Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things.  
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