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Essentials of the Good News



1. Motivate

What are some famous headlines you remember seeing in your lifetime?

· Japanese attack Pearl Harbor

· The War is Over**

· US Strikes Back

· Terrorists Attack and Destroy

· Allies Land in Normandy **

· Armstrong Lands on the Moon **

· President Kennedy Shot

2. Transition

Which of the above would be considered good news?  **

God wants us to be communicating the Good News of the Gospel … what are the essential elements of that Good News?  

( That is what we seek to answer today.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Taking the Initiative

Listen for words and phrases which show that Peter was taking the initiative.

Acts 2:14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.  …”

How can we know from this passage that Peter was taking the initiative?

· he stood up

· raised his voice

· let me explain this

· listen carefully

How was Peter, who had denied the Lord, able to speak so boldly?

· his new experience with Jesus

· He had been filled/controlled by God's Holy Spirit

· God was empowering Him

What motivated Peter to stand up and take this initiative?

· it was somewhat his personality

· in the context of the events, he could see that many people were puzzled and confused about what was happening

· he saw this as a teachable moment

· they were ready for an explanation, ready for answers to questions

· God had prepared them to be ready listeners

· Peter was prompted and enabled by the Holy Spirit

What kinds of situations happen in our lives when we can see to take the initiative?

· we know people who are dealing with grief and wondering how to go on

· someone comments that they just cannot find joy or peace in their life

· someone expresses puzzlement about events in the world, events in their lives

· someone confides in you with a need and you can offer to pray

· you can initiate a conversation with someone and ask for their opinion – asking a question which will lead to an opportunity to witness

What group was this that Peter was sharing with?

· fellow Jews who were hearing those who had spoken in foreign languages

Why was this the group he stood up and confronted?

· these were people he was familiar with

· probably included relatives, neighbor, fellow workers

· he spoke the same language, he knew the culture

· they were there

With whom would we be the most likely to share the Good News today?

· relatives

· neighbors

· fellow workers … same types of groups

Why would these be the groups we are most likely to share with?

· we know the language and culture to be able to communicate

· we don’t have to travel far away to make the contact

· if we are living a credible Christian life then our witness is even more effective

What are the qualifications needed to tell others the good news of Jesus?

· must have received and accepted that Good News yourself

· must know basic facts – need for salvation, repentance, confession, receive God's forgiveness accomplished by Jesus in faith

· motivated and empowered by God's Holy Spirit

3.2 Sharing the Good News

Listen for the purpose of the miracles Jesus performed.

Acts 2:22-24 "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know.   23 This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.   [24] But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.  Acts 2:32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.  Acts 2:36 "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."  

What are some other translations for the word “accredited” in verse 22?

· approved

· publicly endorsed

What are some synonyms?       (qualified, ascribed, recognized, certified

How did God accomplished this for Jesus?     By enabling Him to do …

· miracles
( emphasized the power
· wonders
( points to sense of awe resulting from the miracles

· signs

( views miracles as pointing to something

Contrast what God did for Jesus and the Jews of that day did to Jesus

	What God did FOR Jesus
	What the people did TO Jesus

	· accredited Him

· did miracles, signs, wonders through Jesus

· raised Him from the dead

· freed Him from agony of death

· Raised Jesus to life

· Made Jesus both Lord and Christ (Messiah)
	· took Him

· used wicked means on Him

· crucified Him

· put Him to death

· nailed Him to the cross




If we were going to prosecute for wrongful death those who had a hand in the story Peter declared about Jesus’ death, who in this story would be the defendants?

· Jews (religious leaders, the crowd)

· Roman government, Pilate, soldiers, Herod

Ultimately who, then, is responsible for Jesus’ death?

· we are

· all men are sinners

· He had to die to resolve the sin problem

Consider the following scenario: Randy asked Sam what it meant to be a Christian.  Randy replied, “Salvation represents redemption of the inner person.  It includes regeneration, sanctification, and glorification.  Hallelujah and Amen!”

What is good, what is bad about this witness?

	Good
	Bad

	· theologically sound

· he is excited

· has most of the facts there
	· a lot of jargon, Christian buzz words

· you can almost hear him wind up with voice rising

· does not end up communicating


Based on this scripture passage, just what are the essential facts about Jesus and being a Christian that Sam needs to be able to communicate?

· He was God's Son

· He was lived a perfect life, did not deserve to die

· He took upon Himself the guilt of our sins, received the penalty – death 

· He was raised from death to new life – fact, not fiction – there were witnesses

· He lives to be Lord of our lives
What are the implications of Christ being made Lord and Christ to someone personally?

· obey His commands

· communicate with Him

· seek His guidance

· depend on Him

· Messiah means “sent one” – we must receive the one who was sent (opposite of rejecting or turning away)

3.3 Calling for Response

Listen for the response Peter called the people to make.

Acts 2:37-41 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"  [38] Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  [39] The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call."  [40] With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation."  [41] Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.  

What was the response Peter called for?

· repent

· be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ

· receive the forgiveness of your sins

· receive the gift of the Holy Spirit


Recall the meaning/implication of the word “repent”? 

· turn away from sin

· turn to God (implies faith in God's provision)

What is the importance of the command of baptism?

· public demonstration of embracing Jesus as Savior

· may have significantly more significance in heathen societies – marks the point in time when new believers go on record as having “walked the Jesus road”

· may mean being cut off from family, rejected by others

· a picture or object lesson of what Jesus did (death, burial, resurrection)

What are the implications of verse 39

· this good news needs to be communicated to succeeding generations

· the good news is intended to also be communicated to other cultures, to other people groups

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Look for , pray for opportunities where you see someone is open to the message of the Good news

· take the initiative

· depend on God's Holy Spirit to give you words to say

4.2 Become involved in some sort of soul winning strategy

· FAITH

· Evangelism Explosion

· Learn to use the Four Spiritual Laws, or some similar tool

4.3 Pray daily for the lost 

· neighbor

· family members

· people at work

· specific names you may receive from missionary correspondence 

Repentance and faith are two sides of the same coin.
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