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You Were Created to Become Like Christ

Week 4



1. Motivate

Who were some heroes you had when you were a child?  Who did you want to be like?
· Mickey Mantle

· Charles Lindberg

· The Lone Ranger

· Miss America

· Mr. Rogers

· Captain Kangaroo

· the Romper Room Lady !!??

· your school teacher

· your coach

· a movie star

· a TV sitcom star

· a popular singer

· one of the Mouseketeers (Annette?  Tommy?) 

2. Transition

When we are young, someone who was famous or had done something you admired was who you wanted to be with or be like 

This week we focus on actually becoming like Christ.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Rehearse your memory verses
Last week: Romans 12:5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  
This week: Philip. 2:5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

Display the verse in a place where you will see it often.  Stop and read it every time you see it … say it out loud.  As the week progresses, see how much of it you can say it without looking.
3.2 View Video
· Note the main points of what he will say starting on pg 10 of our Student Guides

· fill in the blanks as Rick Warren covers them

3.3 Discussion
Consider these two different passages …

	Philip. 2:12-13 … continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling,  [13] for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.  
	Ephes. 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--  [9] not by works, so that no one can boast.  


How might they be interpreted to be different or contradictory?
· one says to work out your salvation

· the other says salvation is not by works

How should they be interpreted … they do not contradict each other, they complement each other
· it says work out, NOT work for
· it is God that does the work in us

· it is by God's grace that we receive our salvation

· we make the choice to obey God

· we accept the personal responsibility for our own spiritual growth

· He gives the strength, energy and wisdom to choose the right things

· as we live out our lives in faith and obedience, He energizes us to become the kind of people He wants us to be

What kinds of things do we do for a physical workout?

· play sports

· walk, treadmill, stair-stepper, run, swim

· lift weights (doughnuts?)
What kinds of things do we do to spiritually work out our salvation?

· daily study, meditation on God's word

· minister to others

· Christian service

· prayer

· worship

· acts of unsolicited kindness done in Jesus’ name

Consider 2 Tim. 3:16-17 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,  [17] so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  
According to this, in what ways is the Bible useful in your life?

· teaching

· rebuking

· correcting

· training in righteousness

· equipping a believer for good works

What kinds of things keep the Bible from being more useful in your life?

· not doing these things

· not reading the Bible

· using it for spiritual “room decor” only
· when you read it or hear it, don’t apply it

· not treating it as absolute truth

· forgetting that it is the words that God wants to communicate to us
Recall what Paul wrote in Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  and James wrote in 1:2-4 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,  [3] because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  [4] Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  

What are some circumstances and trials God has used in your life to bring growth and Christ-likeness?

· a health crisis

· a life changing or life threatening accident

· financial setbacks

· strained family relationships

· goofy, irritating neighbors

· people at work that are difficult to work for or with

· family separations due to war or jobs

· life transitions (new baby, living with teenagers, child leaving for college or marriage, loss of spouse)

How did some of these things become or provide opportunities for you to serve others?

· share with people going through similar experiences

· know how to pray for them

· be a listening ear for them

· be someone who is more patient with them because you remember how it was
( Remember that you cannot choose what is going to happen to you, but you can choose how you will respond!
4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Look at page 20 of the Student Guide … the Purpose Driven Health Plan

· look over the purposes listed

· select a purpose in which you need to grow

· write down one action step that you could take this week to grow in that purpose

4.2 Pastor Rick stated that “prayer is an indicator of whether or not you are depending on God.” 

· things you do NOT pray for, you are handling yourself

· Ask God to show you what you are holding onto that you need to turn over to God and trust Him to handle

4.3 Keep on

· reading a chapter a day from The Purpose Driven Life.  

· Working on your memory verses
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