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Carefully Evaluate Explanations

1. Motivate

When is it hard to accept the advice of a friend?
· when they don’t know what they are talking about

· when their advice is right but you really don’t want to accept the truth

· when they are inadvertently hurtful because they don’t know the truth of the matter

· when you realize they are telling you what they think you want to hear and not what you need to hear

· when their logic is wrong, even though they mean well
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2. Transition
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Today ( we look at the advice of Job’s friends (including Bildad, one of the shortest men in the Bible … just a bit of trivia) 
3. Bible Study

3.1 Flawed Appeal to Justice
Listen for how Eliphaz started out tactfully.
Job 4:6-8 (NIV)   Should not your piety be your confidence and your blameless ways your hope?  [7] "Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever perished? Where were the upright ever destroyed?  [8] As I have observed, those who plow evil and those who sow trouble reap it. 5:27 "We have examined this, and it is true.  So hear it and apply it to yourself."

What did he say to Job that was tactful?
· talked about his piety

· mentioned his blameless ways

· said these should give him confidence and hope

According to Eliphaz, why do bad things happen to people (including Job)?

· they are neither innocent nor upright

· they “plow evil”

· they sow trouble
Look up Job 1:8 Then the Lord said … he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil." … Why was Eliphaz wrong about Job?
( Job was blameless, upright, feared God, rejected evil

( Eliphaz claimed this was “justice” … but justice had nothing to do with it

What human answers for suffering have you heard that does not match what God says?
· God doesn’t care

· God is unfair

· How can God be “loving” and let this happen

How should we react to these kinds of answers?
· God is loving and caring (He sent His only Son, Jesus to die for us)

· it is life that is often unfair … God is good all the time
3.2 Flawed Appeal to Tradition
Listen for words that would feel hurtful if you were Job.
Job 8:4-8 (NIV)  When your children sinned against him, he gave them over to the penalty of their sin. [5] But if you will look to God and plead with the Almighty, [6] if you are pure and upright, even now he will rouse himself on your behalf and restore you to your rightful place.  [7] Your beginnings will seem humble, so prosperous will your future be. [8] "Ask the former generations and find out what their fathers learned, 

What hurtful things did Bildad say to a grieving parent?

· your children were sinners

· God punished them as penalty for their sin

· God will bless you more than before if you are really pure and upright

Note again ( Bildad’s assumptions are not in line with God’s evaluation of Job

Note that both Eliphaz and Bildad wanted answers for Job’s suffering … how was their approach more about them than about helping Job?

· they wanted to validate their own opinion, their own belief system
· they wanted to look good in contrast to Job

· he was “punished” so he must be bad, 
· they were not, they must be good guys

Bildad refers to “former generations.”  What can you learn from an older person that you cannot learn from anyone else?
· the knowledge gained from experience

· the wisdom of many years walking with the Lord

· the perspective of a long life … long term consequences of our actions 

When is it wise to consult an older person about your problems? When not such a good idea?

	Wise consultation
	Taken “with a grain of salt”

	· if they have gone through similar circumstances

· if we know that they have substantial Biblical knowledge and wisdom
· when we see God’s blessing on their ministry … they have a proven track record
	· they’ve never had the same problem

· they may be old in age but relatively young as a believer


· we know they are all talk and show little evidence of God working in their life


3.3 Flawed Appeal to Reason
Listen for how Zophar used reason or logic to support his position.
Job 11:13-15 (NIV)  "Yet if you devote your heart to him and stretch out your hands to him, [14] if you put away the sin that is in your hand and allow no evil to dwell in your tent, [15] then you will lift up your face without shame; you will stand firm and without fear. 

Zophar  uses an if/then logic … what does he list for the “if conditions”
· if you devote your heart to Him

· if you stretch out your hands to Him

· if you put away the sin in your hand

· if you allow no evil to dwell in your tent

What does he list for the “then” results of meeting the “if conditions?”

· then you will lift up your face without shame

· then you will stand firm

· then you will be without fear

Consider how this could not solve Job’s suffering …

· it started with the assumption that Job was guilty of sin

· it was a flawed assumption (again, recall God’s evaluation of Job)

· Zophar’s logic falls apart if the original assumption is invalid

· confession and repentance do not apply to one who has not sinned

Zophar believed that is impossible for suffering to happen for no logical reason.  What are some examples where we see suffering for no logical reason?

· a child gets cancer

· a baby is born without sight or without hearing to mothers who take perfect care during pregnancy

· someone is wounded or killed in a drive-by shooting

· a freak accident occurs on the highway or in an airplane crash

What advice to Job would have been more godly?  What advice to anyone who suffers for no logical reason would be more godly?

· we don’t have all the facts

· we cannot always explain reasons why someone suffers

· life is not always logical 
· nor is it always fair

· whatever happens to us – whether we see a reason or not … God is with us
· God still loves us, still cares for us

· God is still at work in our lives … sustaining us, empowering us

( God enables us to live victoriously through the suffering and trouble.
3.4 Flawed Appeal to God
Listen for what Job prayed for.
Job 13:20-24 (NIV)  "Only grant me these two things, O God, and then I will not hide from you: [21] Withdraw your hand far from me, and stop frightening me with your terrors.  [22] Then summon me and I will answer, or let me speak, and you reply.  [23] How many wrongs and sins have I committed? Show me my offense and my sin. [24] Why do you hide your face and consider me your enemy? 

What did Job request of God?
· withdraw your hand form me

· stop frightening me with your terrors

· you come to me or let me come to you … we need to talk

· tell me the sins I’ve committed

· tell me why you have forsaken me

· tell me why you consider me your enemy

What do you think was good about this prayer?

· Job told God what he really thought and felt

· Job was honest with God

· it was OK to keep asking of God, He does not tire of our coming to Him

· Job was talking with God … he kept open communication

Why is it generally a healthy practice to do as Job did and ask God to show you your wrong doings?

· this provides the opportunity to confess (agree with God concerning your sinfulness) …
· and repent (turn away from your sins, turn to God) …
· and receive by faith God’s forgiveness

Consider,  however,  how Job was wrong in his assumptions …

· just like his friends, he thought God punished someone for sinful acts and attitudes

· similarly his understanding was that God blesses the righteous

· however, unlike his friends, he knew he had not sinned
· thus Job was concluding that God was unjust … God had done the wrong thing

What are some ways that we can demonstrate our hope in God in times of trouble?

· keep talking to God – tell Him how you feel, what you are thinking
· even when our assumptions are wrong, it is still best to keep communications open

· practice an attitude of praise, worship, and thanksgiving … even during trouble

· keep reading His word … when especially stressed or distracted or sick, pray the Psalms … read them as a prayer

4. Application
4.1 Be most careful when talking with others who are suffering

· refrain from offering blanket explanations

· sweeping generalizations are unwise, can be unkind and unhelpful

4.2 Instead of trying to explain away someone’s suffering, it is better to help the person carry his/her burden 

· Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill  the law of Christ. Galatians 6:2 
· offer practical help – fixing, cleaning, yard work, running errands, child care

4.3 Think of someone you know who is experiencing adversity

· Ask God to show you some ways you can offer support

· pray daily for that person

· when you communicate with them, avoid the negative examples of Job’s friends with their flawed explanations
Thus they reap evil and trouble
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