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Avoid Sin’s Consequences

1. Motivate

What is your favorite city or part of the country, and what do you like about it?
	Favorite part of the US
	What you like about it

	· mountains

· seaside

· planes

· thriving cities

· country living
	· winter sports, beauty

· fishing, water sports

· vastness, people

· culture, food, major sports

· easy going, nice people


2. Transition

Today we look at a place that Lot favored … yet it was offensive to God
( Sodom was a sinful place that was about to be destroyed in a dramatic way.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Sin Provokes God’s Judgment
Listen for why the angels were about to destroy this place.
Genesis 19:12-14 (NIV)      The two men said to Lot, "Do you have anyone else here--sons-in-law, sons or daughters, or anyone else in the city who belongs to you? Get them out of here, [13] because we are going to destroy this place. The outcry to the Lord against its people is so great that he has sent us to destroy it."   [14] So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were pledged to marry his daughters. He said, "Hurry and get out of this place, because the Lord is about to destroy the city!" But his sons-in-law thought he was joking. 
What kind of warning did Lot receive?
· warn those within the city who are close to you … family, in-laws, etc.

· God has sent us to destroy this city

· the outcry against it is great

Who did Lot warn?

( prospective sons-in-law

How did they respond?
( they laughed … thought he was joking

Vs 13 talks about the “outcry to the Lord” about Sodom.  What kinds of historical situations are instances of injustice that have provoked an outcry for justice?

· slavery

· civil rights issues 

· mistreatment of the Americans-Japanese during WWII

· Sept 11 terrorist attacks

· invasion of our country with drugs

· harmful effects of tobacco, alcohol 

· liberal media

God took some efforts to rescue Lot and his family.  How does God protect/rescue us from sinful situations?

· may cause events in our lives to change the timing of our travels

· may change our interests

· might let us get our fingers burned to teach us a lesson

· might bring someone along to warn us (maybe even an angel)

· may let us see the problems that resulted in someone else’s life to warn us off

3.2 God Is Gracious
Listen for the angels warning as they fled the impending destruction. 
Genesis 19:15-17 (NIV) With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, "Hurry! Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away when the city is punished."  [16] When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and of his two daughters and led them safely out of the city, for the Lord was merciful to them. [17] As soon as they had brought them out, one of them said, "Flee for your lives! Don't look back, and don't stop anywhere in the plain! Flee to the mountains or you will be swept away!" 

What did the angels tell lot the next morning?
· hurry

· take wife and daughters

· otherwise you will be swept away when city is punished

· flee for you rives

· don’t look back

· don’t stop anywhere

· flee to the mountains or be swept away

Why do you think Lot was reluctant to leave?

· had to leave his possessions

· they had friends nearby

· the prospective sons-in-law weren’t coming

· they had such a nice home

· they had to leave everything behind

· this was home after all

Why does familiarity make us want to stay in sinful situations?

· we are used to that setting

· we have become comfortable there

· everyone else seems to think it’s OK

· “I’m in love ♥♥”

What’s the danger of hesitating once God convicts you of the need to flee a particular situation?

· might not have the strength/inclination to really get away when the crunch comes

· we are so used to these things that we rationalize or excuse them … they really aren’t so bad, after all

· we think we can handle them and not let them affect us

· truth is that sin can easily gain the upper hand in our lives

How did God demonstrate His compassion for Lot and his family?
· sent angels to warn them
· protected them from rowdy towns people

· gave them time to warn family

· gave timely warnings (“last call for all persons escaping from town …”)

· didn’t just let them sit … the angels grabbed them by the hand and dragged/led them away

Consider the wonder of the contrast between God’s judgment of sin and His mercy/grace

· God has every right to destroy us in our sinfulness

· He is holy, totally removed and separate from sin

· His holy nature cannot tolerate the presence of sin

( despite that He chooses to offer repeated opportunities to repent and come to Him in 
faith

( He sent Jesus as our redeemer to set us free from sin’s penalty and power

3.3 Sin’s Damage Can Be Devastating
Listen for what was destroyed by God’s judgment.
Genesis 19:23-26 (NIV)      By the time Lot reached Zoar, the sun had risen over the land. [24] Then the Lord rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah--from the Lord out of the heavens. [25] Thus he overthrew those cities and the entire plain, including all those living in the cities--and also the vegetation in the land. [26] But Lot's wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. 

List those things which were destroyed
· cities of Sodom, Gomorrah

· the entire plane

· people living in the cities

· all vegetation in the land

What do you think Mrs. Lot looked back at?  What kinds of things do you think drew her attention back to her former home?

· the neighbors she chatted (gossiped?) with

· her collection of fine dishes

· her closet of beautiful gowns

· her future sons-in-law

· her civic club friends

Why is it tough to make a clean break with sinful situations?

· we develop close relationships with the people involved

· our bodies develop a dependency on substances we have abused (chocolate chip cookies, for instance!)

· our intellects and emotions become strongly attached to concepts and to feelings of those sinful situations
What are ways to make a clean break with sin?
· take Barney Phife’s advice, “Nip it in the bud” – break away early, quickly, as soon as you realize the danger

· depend on God’s strength at work in your life, ask God for His help

· confess your inability to God

· declare your faith in His power to enable you to break free 

· (easy to say in Sunday School … tougher to experience it in the middle of the week)

3.4 Intercession Can Make a Difference
Listen for who it was that God “remembered” (an interesting concept in itself).
Genesis 19:27-29 (NIV)  Early the next morning Abraham got up and returned to the place where he had stood before the Lord. [28] He looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, toward all the land of the plain, and he saw dense smoke rising from the land, like smoke from a furnace.  [29] So when God destroyed the cities of the plain, he remembered Abraham, and he brought Lot out of the catastrophe that overthrew the cities where Lot had lived. 
What kinds of emotions do you think Abraham was feeling as he saw the smoke rising in the distance?

· Well, God did what He said – that was an evil place

· Must not have been even 10 righteous people there

· I wonder what happened to Lot and his family

· Hope God somehow got them out of there
What would God be remembering about Abraham?

· Abraham’s prayer for the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah

· His plea to spare them if there were only 10 righteous people

· Abraham’s family members who lived there … Mr. and Mrs. Lot

What effect might our prayers have on those who choose to do wrong?
· God can change their lives
· God can draw them to Himself and motivate them to do right

· If they persist in their wrong doing, God can remove their wrong influences from the scene entirely

· God can protect those who are suffering from the wrong actions of others (for example our children, grandchildren from evil influences of our culture)

Consider the opportunity for us to pray for our communities

· that people of evil influence be miraculously be brought to Jesus

· that God would guide the decisions of those in government to make right decisions   
· Consider Proverbs 21:1 (NIV) The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord; he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases.

4. Application
4.1 Consider the power of intercessory prayer

· God remembered Abraham’s concern and family when He executed His judgment

· God hears our prayers for our concerns

· Remember that God is concerned about more than our physical needs … 

· He wants us to trust Him for the spiritual ills of our nation, of our families

· When He acts, He will remember you!

4.2 Consider who was affected by the sins God punished in the lesson

· certainly the evil inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah

· also Lot and his family

· God is concerned about all sin … both individual and collective

· pray for God’s purifying power in your own life, in your family’s

· also in our cities, states, and nation

4.3 What sinful situations exist in your life from which you should flee?

· relationships, friendships

· substance abuse

· forms of entertainment

· even a work situation where you are tempted to do wrong

· idols such as materialism

( flee those situations … don’t look back … 
( don’t end up a pillar of salt … a petrified example of what not to do

Note the similarity of response by  Lot’s sons-in-law and some people to these issues today.








Compare these warnings to what we studied in James about fleeing sin … recall ways to flee sin
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