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Admit Your Struggle with Sin

1. Motivate

What are some ways in which maps or a GPS device help you find your way when traveling?
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what is the best route to avoid big cities

· what is the fastest/shortest/most scenic route

· how far do we have to go

· how soon is that turn off … which exit do we want

· how far until a rest stop

· are there any interesting things to see along the way

2. Transition

Today we look at getting directions from God … for our lives.
· He is qualified to set the directions

· He can be trusted to give good directions

3. Bible Study

3.1 Are You Going where God Leads?
Horeb was where Moses had his burning bush experience, it was also where God supplied water out of a rock.   Moses summarizes a later experience there.

Listen for the instructions God had given the people.
Deut. 1:6-8 (NIV)  The Lord our God said to us at Horeb, "You have stayed long enough at this mountain. [7] Break camp and advance into the hill country of the Amorites; go to all the neighboring peoples in the Arabah, in the mountains, in the western foothills, in the Negev and along the coast, to the land of the Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as the great river, the Euphrates. [8] See, I have given you this land. Go in and take possession of the land that the Lord swore he would give to your fathers--to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob--and to their descendants after them." 

What were God’s instructions?
· you’ve stayed long enough at this mountain
· break camp, advance into the hill country

· go to all neighboring peoples

· I have given you this land

· go in and take possession to this promised land

Why do you think the people had been staying here for so long?

· relief from being out of Egypt
· tired of traveling

· a big change from being slaves to being nomadic

· that generation did not have a conqueror mentality

· sitting tight was more comfortable than tromping around conquering nations

What do you think the difference is between godly comfort and comfort that keeps us from obeying God?

	Godly comfort
	Comfort that restricts obedience

	· assurance sins are forgiven

· peace in the midst of turmoil

· comfort after loss
	· couch potato comfort
· spiritual inertia – easier to sit still




Note the extent of the land God had promised to give the Israelites.  God wanted to bless them (and wants to bless us) hugely.   Why did they (why do we) settle for less that God’s direction?
· fear
· don’t trust God’s promises

· not convinced God is sufficiently powerful to accomplish what He claims

· might not know what God has promised

· might have tried before and failed

( Don’t short change yourself on what God wants to do for you!

3.2 Are You Controlled by Discouragement?
Listen for a wrong conclusion, a lie that the people began to believe.
Deut. 1:26-28 (NIV)  But you were unwilling to go up; you rebelled against the command of the Lord your God. [27] You grumbled in your tents and said, "The Lord hates us; so he brought us out of Egypt to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us. [28] Where can we go? Our brothers have made us lose heart. They say, 'The people are stronger and taller than we are; the cities are large, with walls up to the sky. We even saw the Anakites there.' " 

What reasons did the people give at that time for their rebellion?
· Jehovah hates us

· he brought us out of Egypt just to be destroyed by some other people

· we’ve lost heart

· the spies say the people are too big and strong, the cities are too well fortified

What is the difference between discouraged and being controlled by discouragement?

	Discouraged
	Controlled by discouragement

	· tempted to give up

· feel the effects of the anticipated difficulty

· wonder if you can really accomplish the task
	· give in to the temptation, give up

· paralyzed by fear

· cannot think, cannot move because it just looks too hard

· you are sure you cannot succeed


What kinds of things can  discourage us from following God, serving Him today?
· lack of training

· the pressure of time

· waning physical abilities

· perceived lack of resources

· fear of the unknown

· the task is too big

· (again) not convinced of God’s love and God’s power

We are claiming today that obedience is the way out of discouragement.  What kind of obedient actions would counter the discouragements we have listed above?
· pursue training in a formal class or study on your own

· set aside specific time, make time for God

· if you cannot physically do things you used to, find new ways to serve God that match your capabilities

· find scripture passages that teach of God’s sufficiency, God’s infinite resources

· memorize Bible verses that declare God’s love, God’s power, God’s authority

3.3 Are You Distrustful of God’s Help?
Listen for reasons not to be afraid.
Deut. 1:29-33 (NIV)  Then I said to you, "Do not be terrified; do not be afraid of them. [30] The Lord your God, who is going before you, will fight for you, as he did for you in Egypt, before your very eyes, [31] and in the desert. There you saw how the Lord your God carried you, as a father carries his son, all the way you went until you reached this place."   [32] In spite of this, you did not trust in the Lord your God, [33] who went ahead of you on your journey, in fire by night and in a cloud by day, to search out places for you to camp and to show you the way you should go. 

List the reasons Moses gives not to be afraid of their opponents.

· The Lord your God is going before you

· He will fight for you (just like He did in Egypt)

· You saw it happen then, you can see it again

· God carried you (like a father carries a child) this far (He’s not going to drop you now)

· He guided you with fire in the night, with a cloud in the day

Why do you think the Israelites still had trouble trusting God, even with such demonstrations of His care?

· they forgot easily

· they got bogged down with the minutia of life … the day to day care of family

· this generation still had the slave mind set, not the warrior, conqueror attitude

· they had the tendency to find rational explanations for the miracles

· the Red Sea just happened to recede, then return at the right time

· the manna was a natural phenomenon 

· the spring was right there behind the rock the whole time, Moses just nudged it and it was set free

Moses tells the people they had refused to trust the Lord – and they had disobeyed.  How do you think trust and obedience related?
· if I trust the Lord to protect and provide, then I should have no trouble obeying His commands
· obedience is a demonstration of trust

· it is not unlike James’ discussion of faith without works being a dead faith

· if I am fully convinced of God’s power, love, and authority, then I should have no trouble going out on a limb for him, no trouble with obedience

Consider that Moses’ statement, "Do not be terrified; do not be afraid of them.” is both an encouragement and a warning.  Why?
· I should be encouraged that there is no reason to be terrified nor afraid

· I need to be instructed to then reject fear and terror

( God would have us know the same reality when we face spiritual struggles
3.4 Are You Defying God’s Commands?
Listen for how the people tried to fix the problem but only made it worse.
Deut. 1:42-46 (NIV)   But the Lord said to me, "Tell them, 'Do not go up and fight, because I will not be with you. You will be defeated by your enemies.' " [43] So I told you, but you would not listen. You rebelled against the Lord's command and in your arrogance you marched up into the hill country. [44] The Amorites who lived in those hills came out against you; they chased you like a swarm of bees and beat you down from Seir all the way to Hormah. [45] You came back and wept before the Lord, but he paid no attention to your weeping and turned a deaf ear to you. [46] And so you stayed in Kadesh many days--all the time you spent there. 

The people had sinned by disobeying the initial command to invade.  Now that they realize it, they are gung-ho to go.  What warning was given?
· don’t go up and fight

· I will not be with you

· you will be defeated

What was the sin this time?

· God told them not to go, they wouldn’t listen

· this time they rebelled in the other direction

· they acted in arrogance

Consider examples of rebellion in our lives

· unwillingness

· grumbling

· whining

· feeling hopeless, discouraged

· I’m going to do things my way (recall the Frank Sinatra song, I Did It My Way)
These are not sins of gross immorality, rather they are examples of

· laziness

· fear

all of which brought horrid consequences

· anxiety

Replace these by attitudes such as
· Isn’t it exciting what God is doing

· Times are tough, but God is bigger than these problems

· Life isn’t fair, but God is good!

· I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me

4. Application
4.1 In your life right now, what is God leading you towards but you are hesitating?

· joining a FAITH team
· pitching in to help in VBS

· witnessing to a neighbor

· going on a summer missions trip

( Set aside the reasons for hesitation … Trust God … obey Him

4.2  Don’t let discouragement paralyze you into non-action or even to causing others to falter
· don’t be a discourager

· be an encourager 

· lead others to obedience, trust, and praise

4.3 Think about your life as a journey and God’s direction as the map

· don’t discard or reject the map

· follow God’s “map”

· trust Him to guide you each step along the way

· study daily the “map” of God’s Word

Bring along a map for a prop.









4

