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You Have the Power

1. Motivate

What every day expressions can you say in another language?
· hello, how are you

· good morning, good evening

· where is the restroom?

· how much does this cost?

· please, thank you

· my name is ____, what is your name?

How did you learn these?

· in school

· visiting the country

· met someone from that country

2. Transition

Today we see a story about people who were suddenly able to speak in a foreign language … without having studied!
( God’s Holy Spirit enabled them to speak and witness to people from those countries

( That same Holy Spirit can enable us to witness … even in our own language

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Holy Spirit Equips Witnesses
Listen for supernatural evidences of God’s presence.
Acts 2:1-4 (NIV)  When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. [2] Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. [3] They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. [4] All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

What special, supernatural evidence was displayed in this event?
· sound like the blowing of a violent wind

· appearance of “tongues of fire” resting on the believers

· they began to speak in other tongues, enabled by the Spirit

Which of these do you think was the most impressive evidence of the presence of the Holy Spirit … why?
	Sound of Wind
	Tongues of Fire
	Speak in Other Language

	· sound without wind

· like a giant pipe on an organ
	· flame without burning

· what ignited it

· was it hot?
	· did they know what they were saying?

· were they surprised, scared?


What was the significance of these phenomenon ?
The wind?

· recall Jesus comments about the source of the wind not being known, but the results of its force being seen

· the power represented by wind, even by the acoustic power of the sound itself

· God was making a display to engage all the senses

· could this have been to communicate to people of all learning styles?!!

The fire?

· similar to previous biblical events … Moses and the burning bush, fire coming down from heaven to consume the sacrifice on an alter

· another power demonstration

· could signify light … the enlightening power of the Gospel message

· once again, a phenomenon to capture another sense

The speaking in foreign tongues?

· this accomplished two things

· visitors to Jerusalem were amazed at the sudden ability of these people to speak in their own foreign language

· the message communicated was the Gospel message

· the total combination was what we today might call a multimedia experience

What might all of this be also telling the original group of believers – especially the ability to communicate in a previously unknown language?

· God is not limiting the gospel message to just the local population

· might have reminded them of the Great Commission that Jesus had given

· they could begin to see that God’s Holy Spirit would be empowering them, enabling them to be able to communicate the Truth of Jesus death and resurrection

· they would be able to do things they had not been able to do previously

In what ways do we need God’s Holy Spirit to help us to witness to others about salvation?

· help us memorize verses and remember what we are supposed to say

· help us get over being afraid

· prepare the hearts of those to whom we will speak

· open up opportunities where people are more interested and open than we could ever imagine

3.2 The Holy Spirit Uses the Message
Listen for major points of Peter’s sermon.
Acts 2:22-24 (NIV)  "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. [23] This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. [24] But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him … [32] God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. [33] Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. … [36]"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 
What main points do you see in Peter’s message?

· Jesus’ life of ministry accompanied by miracles

· Jesus’ death on the cross (done by some of you here today!)

· this was God’s plan – to die

· it was also God’s plan to raise Him up from death – as witnessed by many of you here today 

· God has poured out His Holy Spirit on people today

· Jesus whom you crucified is God, Jesus is The Messiah
Which of these points might the Jews objected to?

· Jesus was raised from the dead

· Jesus is the Messiah

· this was all God’s plan

What do people today object to or tend to reject about Jesus?

· basically the same things!

· He might have been a good teacher, but probably the miracles are exaggerated

· He couldn’t have come back to life, that’s just a happy myth … wishful thinking
How might Peter’s getting up to preach in this context a surprise to both him and to his friends?

· not too many weeks earlier he had actually denied Christ

· he was often quick to speak but almost as often didn’t have anything significant to say (on mount of transfiguration, for example)

· he was a fisherman … he did not have formal training in public speaking or in persuasive oratory

What point of Peter’s sermon might explain the radical change in his mind-set?

· the indwelling presence of God’s Spirit had been given to believers

· previously he had been acting in his own strength

· now he was empowered by the presence of God Himself

· he was not afraid to speak

· he was given words to say

· the message was being applied to the hearts and minds of the listeners by that same Holy Spirit

· Peter did not have to be convincing on his own … God’s Spirit was doing the convincing/convicting

3.3 The Holy Spirit Moves People to Respond
Listen for words and phrases that describe the responses to Peter’s preaching.
Acts 2:37-41 (NIV) When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" [38] Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. [39] The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." [40] With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." [41] Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 

What words and phrases describe how people responded to Peter’s message?
· people were “cut to the heart”

· they asked what they should do

· those who accepted the message were baptized

· about 3000 became new believers

When asked what they should do, what did Peter tell them?

· repent

· receive the forgiveness of your sins

· then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit

· be baptized (to demonstrate and testify what has happened to you)
· save yourself from this corrupt generation


Note Peter’s role in this situation …

· willing to stand up and communicate the Truth of the Gospel message

· answer people’s questions

· direct them how to respond to the salvation message


Now  note the  different roles the Holy Spirit played in this situation ..
· the Holy Spirit directed Peter in what to say, how to say it

· the Holy Spirit was convicting them, convincing them

· Recall John 16:8 When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 

· that’s how they were “cut to the heart”
· then He came into their lives as God’s gift
When you share the Gospel message with someone, how does this take pressure off you?
· the Holy Spirit living within me will empower me to remember what to say

· it is the Holy Spirit’s task to take those words and do the convincing/convicting

· it is not by a clever argument that I must make, it is God’s power using the Truth from Scripture that is doing the convincing/convicting

· it is only my responsibility to do the communicating

Even though the responsibility to do the convincing belongs to God’s Holy Spirit, what responsibility is still ours?

· to go to people – recall the great commission

· to confront them with the Truth of the Gospel

· to prepare a meaningful Gospel presentation

· to support the sending of missionaries who take the message to places where we are unable to go

4. Application
4.1 Be assured of these realities

· The Holy Spirit will empower you

· He will lead you to whomever He would have you witness

· He will prepare the heart of the hearer

· He will be responsible for the results

4.2 Recall some of the truths we’ve studied this month … consider how they are changing your life from day to day
· the significance of the Lord’s Supper in your daily life, in relationships

· Jesus’ resurrection is Good News
· Jesus’ mission in the world today continues through His witnesses

· God’s Spirit can and will empower us as witnesses to others

4.3 This week as you go about your regular responsibilities

· pray earnestly and watch carefully for opportunities to share a witness with an unsaved person

· remember that it is not your task to “argue them into the kingdom”

· simply share what Christ means to you and how the person can know Him as Savior

· when this happens, be sure to let all of us know … we want to share your joy
Tell us about when you got to use the little bit of the language you learned
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