10/19/03
      Session 2 : You Were Planned for God's Pleasure


1. Motivate

Option 1: Use the Purpose Driven Health Assessment, pg 19 (you might want to have copies of this for folks who have forgotten their books) 

· Have the class take 3 – 4 minutes alone to complete the assessment.  

· After answering the questions, total up each area

· If you feel the class is willing, have them pair up and share with a partner one purpose that is going well and one that needs a little work

· Be ready to share the results of your own taking the survey – model authenticity and openness, be willing to be vulnerable – foster accountability 

Option 2: Ask, “What was your picture of God when you were a child?”

· a grey haired man on a throne, wearing Old Testament type robes

· someone who had a stern look

· looking like the pictures of Jesus

· something from a children’s picture book that had a picture of God

· a hazy cloud like presence, details not revealed – you cannot see God
· a guy with a handful of lightening bolts, ready to throw like swords

· someone who could  point with a finger and ZAP … something was created, or maybe destroyed in judgment

2. Transition

Today we focus on the first purpose of why we are created … worship
· our view of God affects how we respond to God in worship

· we also look at just what it means to worship – people have different concepts
3. Bible Study

3.1 Memory Verse:

Review last week’s verse … “For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  Eph 2:10

Introduce this week’s verse … “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength”  Mark 12:30

3.2 View Video

· Note the main points of what he will say starting on pg 4 of our Student Guides
· fill in the blanks as Rick Warren covers them

3.3 Discussion Questions
We have just heard that “life lived for God's pleasure is the good life.”  Why is that a radical statement to make in our culture
· we have so many other things we consider good life

· “good life” means material wealth

· it means being able to travel, eat, drink, and be merry

· in a secular world view it has nothing to do with pleasing God

· pleasing God is not considered “good life”  … it is more of a monastic lifestyle

Consider Romans 12:1-2 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship.  2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.  

What are some ways in which we are tempted to accepting the “pattern of the world” or allowing the world to squeeze us into its mold?

· we tend to value material things too highly
· we fear the opinions of people too easily, too much

· we tend to feel that mankind must work to solve the problems of the world (humanistic attitude)

· we are overly impressed with the opinions of people we hold in awe (entertainers, sports figures, statesmen – especially the ones with whom we agree)

· current attitudes towards acceptance, tolerance

· acquiring software, music, or video shared over the internet might be illegal, but it is not really wrong(!?)

What would our lives look like if we truly lived the way these verses propose?

· lives of service to God

· seek less to live like the world suggests

· God is in control of my life

· spend more time with God, less time in front of TV

· spend less money on “toys”

· give of our resources (time, talents, treasure)  to Kingdom ministries, outreach

Consider  Matthew 22:37 Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'  

According to this verse what is God's greatest priority for your life?

( love God

What are barriers that keep us from loving God with all our emotions, intellect, our whole being?

· the values of the world which creep into our hearts and minds

· being too busy with life

· too many other priorities
· God is not the one in control, self is in control

· not convinced that God's way is the best way
Consider Psalm 16:8-9  I have set the LORD always before me.  Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. [9] Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;         my body also will rest secure,  
Based on these verses, what are some practical ways that you can keep the Lord on the throne of your life – love Him with all of your being?

· set Him always before me

· God gets priority time … read the Word when I am alert, not distracted

· stay right beside Him

· practice His presence

· talk to Him often throughout the day (better than talking on a cell phone while you drive)

· be glad about His presence

· work on making comments that give praise to God, refrain from making complaining and grumbling comments

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 You may want to have your class close in a time of group prayer

· pray in short, one-sentence prayers 
· express your thankfulness that he has given you a good, enjoyable life custom made for you
· Ask God to show you areas you need to surrender to Him
· Leader/appointed person close, praying for everyone in the group to live a life totally dedicated to God
4.2 Don’t forget to keep reading a chapter a day from The Purpose Driven Life.  

· keep track of what day to read from page 23 of Student Guides
· if you get behind, don’t get discouraged, just keep moving through the days
· commit to following through with the question, step, or prayer at the end of each
4.3 Look for ways you can demonstrate, express your love for God
· talk to God, 
· read His words to you

· as you read – write down concepts that catch your eye – think about their implications 

· make a list of familiar hymns … hum them or sing them when you are alone

· each day write down some things for which you would like to thank Him that you experienced that day
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