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Who’s Really In Charge?

1. Motivate

What is happening in our community, our nation, in the world that might make people wonder who (if anyone) is really in charge of this world?
· soaring gas prices (no one can pinpoint why)

· crazy political events

· ongoing conflict in the middle east

· excessive weather events (rain, drought, forest fires, hurricanes, etc.)

· crazy new laws and judicial decisions

· political correct attitudes

· dysfunctional families, churches 

2. Transition

Today ( we will find out just who is in charge … Jesus is in charge!!
3. Bible Study

3.1 Looking to Jesus
Listen for what symbols would represent Jesus in this passage.
Rev. 5:1-7 (NIV)  Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. [2] And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, "Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?" [3] But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. [4] I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. [5] Then one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals."  [6] Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. [7] He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 

What described characteristics of the scroll made it unusual?  What did these characteristics imply?

· written on both sides (usually only on one side, the inside as you rolled it up)

· implied there was lots of information written there

· it was sealed with seven seals

· implied this was official, had authority behind it, was not to be revealed except by the proper authority

The passage says John wept because no one was found worthy to open the scroll.  Why do you think that would upset him?

· it was important information inside

· he wanted to see it but might not be able to

· if it represented future events, maybe they would not come to pass if the scroll was not opened

· John would have felt helpless about the future

What words or phrases were used to describe Jesus in this passage?

· Lion of tribe of Judah

· Root of David

· a Lamb, looking as if slain

· had seven horns, seven eyes (seven spirits of God)

· He took the scroll

Two phrases, “Lion of Judah” and “slaughtered lamb” were used.  What images or concepts come to your mind with these two ways of describing Jesus?

	Lion
	Slaughtered Lamb

	· strong

· powerful

· able to control, lead

· we might say “king of the jungle”
	· sacrificed

· given in place of (substitutionary death)

· common to daily life

· a lamb is a follower, not a leader

· innocent


Why are both images necessary to describe Jesus?
· He is all of these things

· they would not normally be linked to the same person or being

· they are in a way opposites, yet both are true of Jesus

· together they help us understand who Jesus is and what He is like

Why is it significant that Jesus is the only one who can open this scroll?

· it shows, illustrates, proves His authority

· this is the “lion” side of who He is

· it also illustrates His holiness

Consider the image of the seven horns (implying authority and power) and the seven eyes (having to do with God’s all present spirit).  What would these characteristics of Jesus have to do with events in your life and your destiny?

· Jesus is in charge

· He sees what is happening to you

· He is demonstrating His power in the situations where He sees you in need

· He is in control of the things we cannot control 
(and even the things we think we can control)

3.2 Reigning with Jesus
Listen for the response of the 24 elders to the presence of Jesus.
Rev. 5:8-10 (NIV) And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. [9] And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. [10] You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth."  

Describe the actions of the 24 elders and the four living creatures.
· they fell down before the Lamb

· each had a harp

· each had golden bowls full of incense

· the incense was all the prayers of the saints

· they sang a new song

Why do the heavenly beings fall “down before the Lamb”?

· they are in awe of Him

· they realize the contrast between His power and authority and their own finiteness 

· they see His holiness, his “otherness” from what they are

What properties of burning “incense” make it a good symbol for believers’ “prayers”?

· it is something that can be sensed … you can see it, you  can smell it

· it usually has a more or less pleasant smell

· these qualities make it more observable than just words or thoughts directed to God

· God is aware of our prayers much like we would be aware of the sight and odor of the incense

What are some of the implications of the mention of “every tribe and language and people and nation”?

· God invites all peoples, all cultures to come to Him

· we are reminded of the Great Commission, to go with the Gospel to all nations

· the Gospel message is cross cultural … Jesus’ redemptive death is something that is needed and understood in all cultures

What was expressed in the new song?

· you are worthy to take the scroll, to open its seals

· you are worthy because you were slain

· because your blood purchased men for God

· they were purchased from every tribe, language, people, and nation

· you will be a kingdom of priests to serve God
· you will reign on earth with Him

What does the song mean when it says that each of us is a priest?
· we have direct communication with God

· we represent God to people around us

· we have a responsibility to go before God on the behalf of others

· the Church, the Body of Believers is made up of individuals who can and do communicate with God one-on-one.

How should knowing that you are God’s representative on earth affect how you live?

· you are careful how you conduct yourself

· you want to learn to communicate effectively

· if you are God’s representative to others, you will say His words, act as He would act
· Paul says in 2 Cor. 5:20  We are therefore Christ's ambassadors …
3.3 Responding with Worship
Listen for who is singing in this passage.
[image: image1.wmf]Rev. 5:11-14 (NIV) Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. [12] In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!" [13] Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!" [14] The four living creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped. 
Who are the singers of these songs?
· many angels (more than 108) – what a choir!

· every creature in heaven, on earth, even animals under the sea

· the living creatures, the elders
What are words and phrases from the first song from this passage?

· Worthy is the Lamb

· He was slain 

· He is worthy to receive power, wealth, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, praise

What kinds of things in our lives can distract us from worship?

· family worries

· health problems

· finances

· church problems

· the ball game this afternoon

· where we will eat Sunday dinner

How does a scene like this heavenly worship help overcome such distractions?

· our issues pale in their insignificance

· Jesus is so much more bigger, powerful, authoritative than anything going on in our lives

· our problems are put in perspective

What are some ways to have an attitude of praise in the midst of difficulties?

· focus on who Jesus is

· think about what He has done

· consider how much He loves us

· reflect on His power, His authority, His love

· read the Psalms for David’s expressions of praise in the midst of problems

Recall our list at the beginning of the lesson of things that seem out of control.  What might Jesus want us to be doing about them as we are “His kingdom and priests”?

· tell Him of your worries, your concerns, your burdens

· tell Him you know He is sufficient for solving each problem, supplying each need

· thank Him for His love, His understanding of your situation

· tell Him you are watching to see His plan unfold concerning each issue

4. Application
4.1 Ask God to show you what is your role in the unfolding of His plan.
· How can you be involved in His kingdom?

· How can you act as a priest, an ambassador for the Lord?

· What ministry is happening in your church right now in which you could participate?

4.2 John said they sang a new song  

· As a devotional exercise, write your own song expressing your praise and adoration of God

· Pick a familiar hymn tune and write your own verse … you can have it rhyme or not

· Share it with your family … let them sing it all together as a family worship time 
4.3 Know that when evil seems to prevail, God is on His throne, He will not let evil go unpunished
· You don’t need to wring your hands that evil is winning … it is not … Jesus will set all things right

· Praise Him for his right and authority to bring an end to evil

You should learn the words to the this song now, else you will have to hum when you get there.
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