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What’s the Big Problem?
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1. Motivate

What makes forbidden things so tempting?
· the very fact that you are not supposed to do something is an in-your-face challenge to do it

· we think about how much we want what is forbidden

· we think it is unfair that it is forbidden

· we believe it really doesn’t apply to us … we will be able to handle the “forbiddenness” of it

· maybe it really isn’t bad, someone else just made a mistaken rule

2. Transition

Today ( we want to learn how Satan uses forbidden things to trap us

     we need to learn how to resist his attacks and live victoriously

3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Commands Are for Our Good
Listen for evidence of the sneakiness of the serpent.
Genesis 3:1-3 (NIV)  Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"  [2] The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, [3] but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.' " 

How did Satan’s version of what God said differ from what God actually said?
	God’s version
	Satan’s version

	Genesis 2:16-17 (NIV)  "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; [17] but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
	"Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"


How does Satan distort the truth today?
· what’s wrong with getting a little “gusto” … go ahead and have that drink

· have another doughnut … it’s got a hole in it .. it’s mostly air

· if you really love each other it must be OK

· every one’s doing it … how can they all be wrong

· your parents are really old and don’t understand modern ways

· no one’s looking … go ahead … if no one sees you do it, then you aren’t caught (and it’s not so bad)

What’s the problem with having “knowledge of good and evil”?
· similar to what we say today, “too much information”

· when you fill your mind with garbage, that’s what comes out of your life (GIGO)
· better to fill your mind with what God says, who God is
Was God being too restrictive?   Why do you think He was?  or wasn’t?
	Why?
	Why not?

	· He knew they would not obey it

· what’s the difference anyway?

· it was an unreasonable temptation

· what did God really mean, rule not easily interpreted
	· a simple command, easy to obey

· plenty of alternative sources to eat from

· simply stated rule, easy to judge whether they would do or not do it


How can believers protect themselves from Satan’s deception and confusion?

· to know counterfeit, you must know the real thing

· read, study, apply God’s words

· James 4:7 (NIV)  “Submit yourselves, then, to God. 

· Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 

Why does God give prohibitive commands, anyway?

· it’s like the owner’s manual for an electronic device or a car

· do what it says and the device will last longer

· God’s specifications are for the good of our lives

· they protect us from evil
3.2 Temptation Strikes at “Me”
Listen for Satan’s lies.
Genesis 3:4-6 (NIV)  "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. [5] "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." [6] When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 

What specific lies do you see made by Satan?
· you will not surely die

· your eyes will be opened

· you will be like God, knowing good and evil

What specific aspects tempted Eve, which of her senses were tempted?

· the fruit was good for food (hunger)

· pleasing to the eye

· desirable for gaining wisdom

At what points during this process could Eve have escaped?

· initially when the serpent started questioning God’s commands

· as the serpent persisted with the lies we’ve mentioned above – Satan was misrepresenting God’s words

· as she walked up to the tree … turn around and go the other way – flee temptation

· if she was hungry, there were lot’s of approved sources

· for wisdom she could ask God; for good things to look at, there was the garden

Paul said,  “But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.” 1 Cor. 10:13 (NIV)  How can we recognize these places of escape from Satan’s temptations?
· scripture memorization can bring the right thoughts to our minds

· the earliest point of escape is not to go near the temptation to start with

· focus on Jesus, not on how tempting something is

· what you fill your mind with on a daily basis is important … doesn’t give Satan the same odds

· be on very familiar speaking terms with the Lord … just like you recognize someone’s voice on the phone, you recognize (and listen to) his voice speaking to you

3.3 Sin Carries Dire Consequences
This is a story where there is not a happy ending for anyone.  Listen for dire consequences of what Adam and Eve have done.
Genesis 3:7-8 (NIV)   Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.   [8] Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  … [16]  To the woman he said,   "I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing;  with pain you will give birth to children.  Your desire will be for your husband,  and he will rule over you."    [17] To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,'   "Cursed is the ground because of you;  through painful toil you will eat of it  all the days of your life.   [18] It will produce thorns and thistles for you,  and you will eat the plants of the field.   [19] By the sweat of your brow  you will eat your food  until you return to the ground,  since from it you were taken;  for dust you are  and to dust you will return."  

What were some different kinds of consequences for Adam and Eve?
	Spiritual
	Emotional
	Physical

	· separation from fellowship with God

· spiritual death 


	· embarrassment, guilt at nakedness

· fear of God’s presence

· desire for husband, he will rule over wife
	· increased pain at childbirth

· painful toil of the ground

· eventual physical death


What are some consequences of our sinful actions today?

· health problems

· lack of peace and joy

· lack of victorious life

· no demonstration of the Fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, longsuffering)

How can shame and guilt be good for us?
· God’s way of telling us of our sinful actions, sinful condition

· it’s a warning for the next time we are tempted

· nudges us towards confession and repentance

· it is the convicting/convincing work of the Spirit  -- convinces us of the wrongness of sin, the availability of righteousness, the reality of God’s defeat of Satan

3.4 God Responds to Our Sin
Listen for a reference to Jesus death and resurrection in this passage.
Genesis 3:15 (NIV) And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." … [24] And the Lord God said, "The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever." [23] So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. [24] After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 
What were the consequences of these tragic events for the serpent/Satan?

· enmity between Satan and the woman

· enmity between the serpent’s offspring and the woman’s offspring (Jesus)

· the woman’s offspring will crush the head of the serpent/Satan (Jesus resurrection)

· Satan will bruise the heel of the woman’s offspring (Jesus death)

( Satan appears to have won here …  “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:8 (NIV)  

How does this demonstrate both God’s justice and God’s mercy?

	Justice
	Mercy

	· presence of sin in our lives deserves God’s judgment of death

· Jesus became a man and lived a life without sin

· He gave his perfect life as a substitutionary sacrifice – satisfying God’s justice
	· God withholds his judgment of death
· we deserve to die for our sin

· God allows Someone else to take our judgment

· God does not strike us down immediately when we sin, allows us time to confess, repent, receive forgiveness 


What are some of your favorite vacations which you have had or wish to have?

· cruise

· camping/hiking

· shopping trip to a big city

· skiing

· the beach

Notice how few of us declare the workplace as a dream vacation … God’s intent for man was more like a dream vacation that the workplace.  What did God say was the reason for their banishment from His dream vacation for them?
· man had now become “like God”

· mankind now had the knowledge of good and evil

· God did not want them to live forever in their sinful condition

( Consider that this also is God’s mercy … we do not exist forever separated from God
· our physical lives are limited … but …

· our spiritual lives have been reunited with God forever

4. Application
4.1 We know God always forgives … “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9 (NIV)   

Consider that despite this, we should still resist temptations.

· sin severs our ongoing relationship with God

· sin hinders our Christian witness

· even though we can be forgiven, sin still has consequences (example: substance abuse results in dire health problems)

( Claim God’s promises about resisting temptations, resisting Satan

4.2 Spend some time this week in private reflection – ask God to identify specific areas of temptation where you struggle

· consider ways God provides for you to escape

· talk to God about your struggle

· trust Him to enable you for victory over that problem

4.3 Thank God for His solution to the sin problem

· tell Him your gratefulness for sending His Son, Jesus

· thank Him for His grace (giving blessings you don’t deserve) and mercy (not giving you the judgment you do deserve)

· praise Him for the forgiveness available

· declare your trust in Him to enable you to live a victorious Christian life
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