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What Is Human Life Worth?

1. Motivate

What do you think makes a human being different and of more value than other of God’s creatures?
· we are made in God’s image

· God sent His Son to die for us

· we have an eternal soul – plants and animals do not
· our intellect is based on more than instinct

· God gave us more intelligence – to develop science, technology, ability to abstract

· we have an advanced set of values (admittedly some people’s values are twisted)

2. Transition

Today 
( we consider the importance God places on human life …

( Both physical and spiritual

3. Bible Study

3.1 Worth Taking Accountability
Listen for a biblical argument for capital punishment.
Genesis 9:5-6 (NIV)   And for your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. I will demand an accounting from every animal. And from each man, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of his fellow man.    [6] "Whoever sheds the blood of man,  by man shall his blood be shed;  for in the image of God  has God made man.  

According to this passage, what is God’s baseline reaction to the killing of another human?
· God demands an accounting

· even if it was an animal that caused the death

· we are held responsible if we cause the death of another person

· God says one who kills must himself be put to death

What are some ways people today show little regard for human life?

· high rate of homicides 

· people who put others at risk by their own irresponsible behavior (driving drunk)

· people who use/sell abused substances (drugs, tobacco, alcohol, etc.)

· exploitation of human lives in pornography, prostitution

· abortion

Consider your children and grandchildren who bear a resemblance to you …

In what ways do they resemble you?

· eyes, hair color, facial features, physical build

· skills, abilities, interests

· mannerisms, voice, posture

Consider also that we typically care more for our children and grandchildren who reflect (or are created in) our image than we do for others …
What is the reason given in the passage that God takes the value of life so seriously?

“for in the image of God  has God made man”
( God places high value on those He has created in His own image!

3.2 Worth Praising God For
Listen for things that amaze David, the psalmist.
Psalm 139:13-16 (NIV) For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. [14] I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. [15] My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, [16] your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.  

What are words and phrases in this passage that describe God’s activity in giving us life?
· you created my inmost being 
· you knit me together

· I was made in the secret place

· I was woven together

· your eyes saw my unformed body

· all my days were written your book before even one of them happened

How did David describe his amazement?

· I praise you

· I am fearfully and wonderfully made

· your works are wonderful – I’m sure of it

What clues does the passage give us about when life begins?

· your eyes saw my unformed body

· you created my inmost being

· all my days written before one of them happened

How do you think David might be even more amazed about pregnancy and the start of life today?  What enables us to see the marvels of the pre-born child?

· sonograms – pictures, even videos

· ability to hear the baby’s heartbeat

· analysis of amniotic fluids to determine problems early

· tests of the newborn for hearing, sight

Consider the intricate traits God has given you

· musical ability

· empathy and concern for others
· witnessing

· a good cook

· mechanical skills

· organizational skills

( God saw those before you even got a chance to discover and use them!
( His purpose was that you use them for His Kingdom … He values who you are!

Let’s take a moment right now to thank God right now for the way Has made you.
3.3 Worth Valuing
People are probably more easily persuaded to do evil than to do good … why do you think this is so?

	Easy to persuade to do evil … why?
	Harder to persuade to do good … why?

	· our sinful human nature

· easier to think of bad things to do

· we want to gain at the expense of others

· makes people see you as bad, mean, worthy of a certain kind of respect
	· takes extra effort to do good

· we don’t think we will get anything out of it for ourselves

· no profit in just being nice

· you get labeled as a goody-goody


Listen for warnings about doing evil given in this passage.
Proverbs 1:10-18 (NIV) My son, if sinners entice you, do not give in to them. [11] If they say, "Come along with us; let's lie in wait for someone's blood, let's waylay some harmless soul; … [15] my son, do not go along with them, do not set foot on their paths; [16] for their feet rush into sin, they are swift to shed blood. … [18] These men lie in wait for their own blood; they waylay only themselves! 
What warnings do you see here?
· if sinners entice, don’t give in

· don’t go along with foolish suggestions

· don’t be persuaded to harm others, just for the fun of it

· people who pursue trouble only end up in trouble, themselves

Note the temptation to “waylay some harmless soul.”  What kinds of situations might this apply to in our culture today?
· taking advantage of someone in a business deal

· the trafficking in abused substances (drugs, alcohol, even bogus “medications”)

· human rights violations

· hate crimes – beating up on someone just because they are a different race or religion

How do entertainment, news media and political groups influence us to devalue human life and thus “waylay” the harmless?

· violence in the movies

· liberal support for abortion

· the effort to secularize society – the extreme of separating church and state

· exploiting sexual content of shows

( God says these people will fall into their own traps eventually.
3.4 Worth Protecting
Listen for how God’s people are to be held accountable.
Proverbs 24:10-12 (NIV)   If you falter in times of trouble,  how small is your strength!    [11] Rescue those being led away to death;  hold back those staggering toward slaughter.   [12] If you say, "But we knew nothing about this,"  does not he who weighs the heart perceive it?  Does not he who guards your life know it?  Will he not repay each person according to what he has done?  

What commands do you see here?
· rescue those being led away to death

· hold back those staggering toward slaughter

What reasons are given for why we should do this?

· if you falter when there’s trouble, you don’t have much strength

· God knows what’s going on

· He repays each person according to what he has done

In our world today, who are “those being led away to death” (could be either physical or spiritual death)?
· victims of abortion

· people who are enslaved in deadly substance abuse
· people who have never heard the gospel message

· people who are trapped in any kind of addiction (gambling, porn, abusiveness)

· victims of physical abuse

· victims of emotional/verbal abuse

· people in dysfunctional families

According to this passage, why can’t we claim ignorance?

· God knows whether we really knew or not

· God knows that sometimes we choose not to know

· God often makes us aware of ways in which we need to reach out to people in need

· we will be held accountable for what we could have done

We cannot right every wrong, but what can Christians do to help rescue such people or hold back people headed for such a fate?  What are some positive steps we can take to make a difference?

· continue to communicate the Good News that Jesus can change one’s life

· write to legislators at various levels

· vote intelligently

· pray for civil leadership

· pray for people we happen to know who are struggling with such problems

4. Application

4.1 Become involved in some aspect of ministry that promotes physical and spiritual life
· FAITH outreach

· rescue mission

· kids’ ministry

· Recall Jesus admonition in Matthew 25:37-40 (NIV) "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? [38] When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? [39] When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'  [40] "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' 

4.2 Brainstorm things that you could do to have a godly influence in your neighborhood

· neighborhood prayer walk

· pass out a modern, paraphrased Bibles to neighbors (return some time later and ask for their opinion as an opportunity to witness)

· sponsor an after school Bible Club for kids in your neighborhood

( now that you’ve got ideas … do something … enlist others!

4.3 Pray specifically for the government workers who represent you

· obtain a list of representatives at various levels (city, county, state, federal)

· pray for them by name – that they make decisions that are right … not just popular
· even if you oppose their politics, remember that “The king's heart is like a stream of water directed by the Lord; he turns it wherever he pleases.” Proverbs 21:1 (NLT)  

Each conception is the result of a deliberate, creative act of God.
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