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The Message
What Can I Say to a Lost Person?
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1. Motivate

Suppose you have a fruit bowl … you have your choice of filling it with fresh fruit or artificial fruit.  When are some times when artificial fruit fits the circumstance?
· long term display

· for viewing only, not for eating

When would real fruit better fit the circumstances?

· for consumption

· for short term display …  you want the real thing

2. Transition

Consider the foolishness/danger of choosing man-made or artificial fruit when it is for eating …
· no nourishment

· tough to digest – even harmful
· certainly doesn’t taste good
Today ( we look at why Paul is so concerned about the danger of a man-made “gospel”

3. Bible Study

3.1 Centered in Christ
Listen for what caused Paul to be astonished.
Galatians 1:6-9 (NIV)  I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel-- [7] which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. [8] But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! [9] As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned! 

So just what was astonishing Paul?
· they were deserting Christ

· they were departing from the Gospel of Grace to a different “gospel”

· they were being thrown into confusion by the perversion of the gospel

What evidence do you see that Paul was passionate about these events?

· he declares a curse or condemnation on people who preach the wrong thing

· he says so twice

· he says even if it was an angel preaching it, they should be condemned forever

The people who were perverting the gospel were saying that accepting Jesus as savior was just the start.  They claimed that new believers must also fulfill Jewish rites such as circumcision and all the required sacrifices and offerings … a works based salvation.

Let’s enumerate some of the differences between honoring God by obeying Him and a salvation of legalistic works.
	Honor God with obedience
	Works based salvation

	· faith in Christ’s redemptive work as the start

· no dependence on what I have done

· obedience is the result of salvation

· realization of how much God has done

· loving submission to God’s direction
	· earn my salvation by doing good works

· in the end my good works are balanced against the bad

· obedience is the criteria for salvation

· focus on what I have done, not Christ

· fearful obedience … might not do enough
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Suppose a brand new Christian you have led to the Lord happens to show up in Sunday School dressed in leather, fishnet, spiky pink hair, multiple visible (and possible non-visible) body piercings, tattoos of dragons and skulls – and a brand new big Bible.
How are we tempted to dictate how her new salvation should be demonstrated?

· not so much leather

· take care of that hair

· see about getting rid of the piercings

· cover that tummy, and a longer skirt is more appropriate

· wear a long sleeve shirt to cover the garish tattoos

· keep bringing that Bible!

What are some contemporary teachings in our culture and in religious circles that proclaim what might be termed a “different gospel”?
· there are many ways to God

· Jesus is “a” way, not necessarily “the” way

· truth is relative … truth for you might not be truth for me

· all you have to do is be sincere … God will forgive

· we need to be more tolerant, Christianity is too exclusive 

· “you’re not really saved unless you are baptized in our church”

· if you are truly saved, you will be given a worship language, you will speak in tongues

· only some people are pre-ordained by God to be saved, it is a waste of resources to try to convert those who are not

The primary way to keep from being confused or misled concerning the Truth …
· read and heed God’s Word

· you can readily identify counterfeit by daily familiarity with the real thing
3.2 A Work of God
Listen for Paul’s source of where he received the gospel.
Galatians 1:11-12 (NIV)   I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that man made up. [12] I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ. 

What was not Paul’s source for what he preached?
· not something man-made

· didn’t receive it from another person

· was not taught it

Where did he receive the good news he preached?

· by revelation

· from Jesus Christ
Consider the fraud of “phishing” -- You receive an e-mail that looks like it came from your bank, warning you about identity theft and asking that you log in and verify your account information.
What is dangerous about this kind of scam?

· it’s not really  your bank – it is run by identity thieves
· when the people who run this get your information they access your account

· they might even get to your credit card and run up a bill

· they can wreak havoc with your whole identity, your whole credit rating
Why is it important to know from where spiritual teaching really comes?

· if it’s not from God, it is false

· it’s like constructing a building on unstable foundation

· your life can crumble when the false nature of the teaching is finally revealed

· you can be side-tracked into some bad decisions
How does an understanding of God as the Originator and Source of the gospel help you in following it?

· God’s Truth is dependable

· you will never be disappointed in what it says

· it will never steer you wrong

· God’s prophecies are right 100% of the time

How does an understanding of God as the Originator and Source of the gospel help you in sharing it?

· you have a confidence in what you are sharing

· a convinced “customer” is the best “salesman”

· you know the person to whom you communicate the gospel message will never be disappointed in God’s Truth

3.3  Received by Faith
Listen for how a person will be able to gain righteousness.
Galatians 3:1-9 (NIV)   You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. [2] I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? [3] Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort? [4] Have you suffered so much for nothing--if it really was for nothing? [5] Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you because you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard?    [6] Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness." [7] Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham. [8] The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: "All nations will be blessed through you." [9] So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 
Why did Paul accuse the Galatians as being “foolish”?

· they had been “bewitched” or “hypnotized”

· they were trying to earn God’s favor by observing the law or by human effort

What does Paul say about what they were taught and how they actually received salvation?
· Jesus was portrayed as crucified, He died for their sins

· received the presence of God’s Spirit in their lives by believing 

· they believed the Truth that they had heard

· believing God results in being declared righteous

The false teachers advocated observing the law (beyond faith in Christ).  What does Paul say about how Abraham was declared righteous?

· Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness

· those who believe are Children of Abraham – following the law is not a condition for pleasing God

· even the gentiles will be justified … by their faith in what God says

· those who have faith will be blessed along with Abraham

Note that according to the Old Testament, the requirements of circumcision and observing the law was after Abraham was declared righteous by faith.

( Trusting in what God says is how anyone is declared righteous.
Why do you think trusting in salvation by grace through faith can be harder than trusting in our own good works?

· good works are tangible, observable

· faith/belief can be abstract, un-measurable, un-countable
· you get the impression that you can do something to please God

· you also can pile up the good works and consider yourself  “better” or “more righteous” than someone else – not possible with simple faith

Some people trust in their own efforts to live an ongoing, abundant Christian life
( We are filled (controlled, empowered)  by the Holy Spirit by faith; 
· Then we can experience the abundant and fruitful life which Christ promised to each Christian.
4. Application
4.1 As a devotional exercise this week reflect on and write down your thoughts about …
· what do I truly believe about salvation?

· how is my belief reflect in my actions to share my faith?

4.2 The best way to not be fooled by someone with twisted spiritual ideas is to be familiar with the real thing
· renew your efforts to daily be involved in reading what God has to say

· when you are puzzled, talk to God about it 

· ask Him for help in understanding what you are reading and how it applies to the issues in your life

4.3 Pray for these things this week
· opportunities to share your faith

· keeping centered in Christ

· keeping focused on loving service for God

· wisdom in calling others to receive Christ by faith
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