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The Light of the World



1. Motivate

Contrast the world’s view of who Jesus is and your view.

	Secular or World View – Who is Jesus?
	Your View – Who is Jesus?

	· famous man

· a martyr

· a great teacher

· the originator of one of the world’s great religions

· a good man
	· The Messiah

· the savior

· the light of the world

· the bread of life

· the way, the truth, the life

· the sanctifier

· the healer

· the coming King


2. Transition

In today’s world we are bombarded with ideas of diversity and tolerance … but Jesus told us plainly who He is 

Today (  We are looking at the fact the Jesus is the light of the world
3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Dispels Life’s Darkness

What are some sources of light you can think of?

· the sun

· incandescent light bulbs

· florescent light bulbs

· neon sign lights

· candle 

· flashlight

· lightening

· lightening bug

· fire

What was it like when you were in a situation where you suddenly had no source of light?

· hard to see

· total darkness … could not see hand in front of face

· you might have wondered about your eyesight

· you wander around, bumping into things

Listen for the results of “turning on” the spiritual lights.
John 8:12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."  

According to the passage, what are the results of following Jesus, the light of the world?
· never walk in darkness

· you have the light of life

What would it be like to be walking in this kind of darkness?

· ignorance

· not knowing the Truth of the Gospel message

· still blind to spiritual reality

· even unaware of the problem

· stumbling through life, unable to see the right choices to make

How is Jesus like a light?
· if you know Him, you are aware of spiritual realities

· you see God's solutions to life’s daily problems – big and little

· you are able to see pitfalls … make right choices in your life

How would we, on a daily basis, walk in the “light of life?”

· regular communication with Jesus

· reading and applying God's Word to our lives

· seeking God's direction

· submissive to God's Holy Spirit

· allowing Him to direct our choices, our actions

3.2 Jesus Does God's Work

Listen for clues to the disciples view of the relationship between suffering and sin.
John 9:1-7 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth.  [2] His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"  [3] "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.  [4] As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work.  [5] While I am in the world, I am the light of the world."  [6] Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes.  [7] "Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.  

Who did the disciples think was at fault for the man’s blindness?
· maybe the parents

· maybe even the man himself … prenatal sin

How did Jesus respond to their question?

· was not the man, was not the parents (and was not God!)
· the man’s blindness happened so that God's work could be displayed in his life!

How does the miracle support the claim that Jesus is the “Light of the world?”

· the man had lived his whole life blind, in darkness

· he was given sight by Jesus

· Jesus enabled him to receive physical light

· This is symbolic of, leads up to Jesus giving the man spiritual light and sight

· Jesus was illustrating the spiritual issue with a physical example

What was the point of Jesus saliva and mud poultice and the command to go wash?
· saliva of an important person considered to be curative (strange to our way of thought)

· provided a tangible act by which the man could exercise his faith

· when he obeyed and went to wash off the mud, he showed that he believed Jesus’ promise of sight

· similar to when Elisha told Naaman to dip himself 7 times in the Jordan to be cured of leprosy

Why do you think the man followed Jesus’ command?

· he had nothing to lose, everything to gain

· If it works, let’s do it

· he recognized Jesus authority, sensed His power

· if he did not do it, he would not see … if he did obey he might be able to see

We also have commands from Jesus … Obedience of Jesus is exercising our faith

· Allow God to do His work through you

· Rather than speculating about the cause of people’s problems, we are called to minister to them

3.3 Jesus Summons Belief

Listen for another evidence that the man born blind was quick to respond in faith.
John 9:35-38 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?"  [36] "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him."  [37] Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you."  [38] Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him.  

What did it mean about “they had throne him out?”

· the verses between our passages tell of the man’s run in with religious leaders

· they wanted to discredit Jesus for “working” on the Sabbath

· the man refused to be intimidated by their bullying – he knew he had been healed and it was Jesus who did it

· they classified the man as rebellious and threw him out of the synagogue

Why do you think Jesus sought him out?

· the man’s healing was incomplete

· he had physical sight, now he needed spiritual sight

· the man was ready to believe in Jesus as Lord as well as his healer
What are some ways that Jesus seeks out people today?
· when we are troubled, disturbed we are confronted with Truth of God's sufficiency

· when we are confronted with great problems in our lives God comes to us with His provision, His solutions

· God nudges us to Himself through events in our lives

· God speaks to us through His Word … sometimes verses seem to jump out at us

· Sometimes a sermon or a Bible Study seems pointed directly at us … Jesus is seeking us out

How do you think the man might answer the following question? 

   “How did this experience lead you to believe in Jesus?”

· if Jesus had the power to heal me, then I’ll believe anything He says

· he must be of God or must be God to do this

· he sought me out after my run in with the religious leaders

· you would have thought they would be glad for me, they were mad

· Jesus was interested in me, he showed it

How can our actions summon others to believe in Jesus?

· our kindness

· our helpfulness

· our support for them in time of trouble in their lives

· our demonstration of God's love as lived out through our lives
3.4 Jesus Judges Unbelief

Listen for two purposes that Jesus came into the world.
John 9:39-41 Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind."  [40] Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, "What? Are we blind too?"  [41] Jesus said, "If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.  
Contrast the two purposes of Jesus coming – what do they mean?

	The blind will see.
	Those who see will become blind.

	· some people realize their spiritual blindness 

· these can receive spiritual sight

· when confronted with Truth of their spiritual condition, they see it and respond in faith

· eternal life will be eternal union with God – eternally living in His light
	· some people are exposed to Truth and reject it

· continual rejection of Truth results in ultimate blindness to that Truth

· eternal death will be eternal separation from God – eternal darkness


How can we bring sight to the blind?
· bringing the Light of the Gospel message to people

· many people have yet to hear that gospel message 

· we can participate in communicating that Truth

· we can be involved in FAITH outreach

· we can pray for missionaries

· we can give of our finances to missionary outreach

· we can pray for young people to be called to missionary service

· we can volunteer for short term missionary projects

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Jesus – and only Jesus is the Light of the world

· Jesus is the Savior of the world

· Jesus dispels the darkness of sin from the lives of those who follow Him

· Allow Jesus to work in you to dispel those areas of darkness with which you struggle

· Shine the Light of the Truth of God's Word on each area of your life

4.2 Jesus wants to demonstrate His power over spiritual blindness

· that spiritual blindness is all around us

· it is seen in the needs of individuals and families
· each of these situations is an opportunity for us to help others with temporal and physical needs so that their hearts are open to dealing with their spiritual needs

· faith is illustrated by obedience … do what Jesus tells you to be doing

4.3 Jesus seeks sinners in order to save them

· of their own accord, people will not head their lives in the right direction

· they must be sought after – we must go to them

· we are God's tools, God's instruments in seeking after the spiritual blind

4.4 Jesus is able to being light and sight to those who believe

· What are you doing to demonstrate your belief in Christ this week?

· Listen to what He is telling you – through His Word, from His Holy Spirit within you

· If you believe what He says, you will obey Him

· When you allow the light of His Truth to shine on your life, you will receive it with gladness and do what it says
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