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The Promise of Life’s Value



1. Motivate

Who do you think you are?   According to the following verses, who should we think we are?

Matthew 5:13-14 "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.  [14] "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  

John 1:12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God--  

John 15:15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.  
Romans 8:17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.  

1 Cor. 6:19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own;  
Ephes. 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus:

 Col. 3:12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  

2. Transition

Can you think of other titles or categories which apply to believers?

· a new creation

· minister of reconciliation

· God's workmanship

You may feel awkward claiming to have these qualities or privileges – but God thinks of us in these ways!

( God values our lives – today we will consider how God values our lives “from the womb to the tomb”

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Spirit’s Presence

Listen for places the psalmist mentions in this passage where the presence of God's Spirit is found.

Psalm 139:7-12     Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?  [8] If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.  [9] If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea,  [10] even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. [11] If I say, "Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,"  [12] even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you.

Where is God's Spirit to be found?

· the heavens (vertically up)

· the depths (vertically down)

· on the wings of the dawn (going east as far as possible)

· on the far side of the sea (going west as far as possible)

· in darkness (night or day – going forward into time)


How does God's presence with you everywhere and at all times
make a statement about how He views human life, about His regard for you?

· He is interested in us

· He watches over us no matter where we are

· He sees us geographically everywhere, no matter where we go

· He shows His concern for our future

What were some times in your life when you especially needed to feel the presence of God?

· loneliness

· depression

· illness

· despair over family problems

· worry over finances

· danger

Why is that assurance of God's presence sometimes hard to find?

· we are not focusing on God

· we are like Peter, walking on the water and focusing on the “waves around us”

· we have not been communicating with God through prayer, through His word

· we are not “tuned in” to the reality of God's presence

· we have been doing something that we did not want to acknowledge God's presence – we would be ashamed

What can you do to increase the awareness of God's constant presence in your life?

· spend time with Him

· reading His Word

· memorizing Scripture which God brings to our mind at strategic times

· practice the presence of God – looking for His workings in you life, “sightings”

3.2 The Creator’s Plan

Listen for the actions the psalmist attributed to God when he was in his mother’s womb.

Psalm 139:13-16  For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb.  [14]  I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;  your works are wonderful, I know that full well.  [15] My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth,  [16]         your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.

What did/does God do for the child growing in the mother’s womb?

· created inmost being

· knit together

· make us fearfully, wonderfully

· woven together

· eyes see unformed body

· ordain all the days of our lives

· sees our activities before they come to be

What do these verses affect what we believe about abortion?

· abortion does away with God's special creation

· it interferes with God's plan for a life

How might these verses speak to the issue of cloning or genetic engineering?

· seems like man is trying to accomplish things that belong to God

· some scientists are messing with things that are not man’s prerogative

· this begins to be basically humanism – where man is his own deity

Think of some things that you have created from materials available to you …

· woodworking projects

· sewing projects

· painting pictures

· landscaping, gardening

· writing letters, creating music

· arts and crafts

What was required of you to do the creating?

· raw materials (wood, cloth, seedlings, paint)

· tools

· time

· skill, thought, practice

What relationship is there between the effort required of you in the creating and the value you placed on the object?

· the more work it took, the higher the value

· the more time it took the higher the value

Consider God's creation …

· initially the 6 days

· since then, continued shaping and molding of history and of lives

· for each new life, God's power and creativity are at work

( God values each life … how much it must grieve Him to see His creations destroyed

( Pray for those people who advocate and participate in abortion, euthanasia – God can change their hearts, their actions

3.3 The Savior’s Touch

Listen for words which describe Jesus response to the disciples’ actions.

Mark 10:13-16 People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them.  [14] When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  [15] I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it."  [16] And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.  

Why were people bring children to Jesus?

· they wanted to have Jesus touch them

· they wanted a special blessing from this special rabbi

Contrast how the disciples felt about children and how Jesus felt.

	Disciples
	Jesus

	· rebuked people who brought children

· Children were not important

· Jesus’ time more important

· Children insignificant
	· Let the children come to me

· Children’s attitudes are similar to how everyone enters the kingdom of God

· if you do not receive a child, then you are not received into the kingdom of God


Why was Jesus’ response different from the disciples’ response?

· Jesus valued the lives of all people
· all ages

· (by implication) both men and women

· all ethnic groups, all socio-economic groups

· Jesus loved them enough to die for them, the disciples were more temporally minded

Consider the characteristics of a little child

· basically helpless at birth

· totally dependent on care of adults

· totally trusting of their care givers (have no choice)

How are we like that as believers entering the kingdom of God?

· helpless to deal with sin

· totally dependant on God's care

· in reality we must be totally trusting of God's provision and God's care for us

( The characteristics of a child should teach us many lessons

How can we treat children, grandchildren, little ones in the Sunday School to value them as Jesus did?

· honor them

· give them good training

· bless them – pray for them faithfully

· give them time and attention

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Consider how real is the presence of the Lord to you on a daily basis?  What can you do to make His presence more real?

· daily communication with Him

· focus on His power, His care, His love

· read and meditate on His Word

· tell Him your concerns, your burdens, your joys, your praise

4.2 In the light of God's creative work in the life of each new born, how do you live out your convictions on issues such as abortion, euthanasia, and extended artificial maintaining  of life?

· ready with your vote

· thoughtful sharing of your convictions

· careful not to condemn

· prayer for those who have done these things or who are considering them

· prayer for those in government or in the judiciary that they will be guided by God's Truth

4.3 How do you relate to little children (even those who are not your own or not your relatives)?

· do not ignore them

· seek to affirm them

· pray for them, pray God's blessing on them

· consider what ministries you could make available to them (back yard Bible clubs, etc.)
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