12/2/2001
The Message of Christmas



1. Motivate

Consider the question, “What’s to celebrate about Christmas?”  How do TV and print advertisements “answer” this question?

· buy stuff

· party

· eat lots of food

· watch football

· watch parades

· exchange gifts

· drink these beverages

· go see this new movie

· visit family and friends

· go to a church musical

· play in the snow

· get picture with Santa

2. Transition

Today ( 
We focus on rightly understanding the gospel message 



We focus on the true meaning of Christmas

3. Bible Study

3.1 Made God's Children by Faith

Listen for Paul’s description of how a person becomes one of God's children.

Galatians 3:26-27 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus,  [27] for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ 

According to this passage, what are the requirements for becoming God's child?

· through faith

· faith in Christ Jesus

· “clothe” yourself with Christ

What does it mean to have “faith in Christ?”  How do you describe this to a 5th grader?

· not to trust your own good works

· rather to trust in what Christ has done

· to believe what God says about sufficiency of death of Christ which provides forgiveness

What is the significance of the “You are all …” phrase?

· all believers are equal children before God

· also emphasizes unity of all believers within the church, the body of Christ

How do our lives demonstrate that we are “clothed” with Christ?

· like removing an old garment, putting on a new one

· Consider Ephes. 4:22-24 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires;  [23] to be made new in the attitude of your minds;  [24] and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  

· your life is changed

· old actions, attitudes are gone

· replaced by fruit of the Spirit – love,  joy, peace, goodness, kindness, patience …

3.2 Made One in Christ

Listen for distinctions that humans might make with one another.

Galatians 3:28-29 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  [29] If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.  

When we talk with someone from somewhere different think of the distinctions we might make of ourselves with them …

· Americans

· Texans, southerners, Yankees

· Texas-Ex, Aggie, Baylor Alumni 

· Baptist, Methodist, Assemblies

· Marine, Navy, Air Force

· Republican

· Cowboy fan

· loaded with $

· know someone important

· have lots of influence

What distinctions does Paul refer to?

· Jew vs. Greek

· Slave vs. free

· male vs. female

What is the reason that none of these distinctions matter?

( Every believer is in Christ
· this reality is more important

· distinctions we usually make about one another have no importance, no relevance

What does being one in Christ imply about how we treat one another?

· don’t try to boss others around

· don’t put on airs

· don’t assume I’m more important than anyone else

· my needs are no more important than anyone else’s

What astonishing declaration does Paul make in this regard?

( we are Abraham’s Seed!!

The Jews thought that only someone born as a Jew could truly be God's special person

· Paul now is saying it is a spiritual relationship

· It is no longer a physical, inherited relationship

3.3 Redeemed by Christ

Listen for what God did “when the time had fully come.”

Galatians 4:1-5 What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate.  [2] He is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father.  [3] So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world.  [4] But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law,  [5] to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.  

How is an heir like a slave?

· child is legally the heir but has no practical, day to day authority

· child heir is told what to do, where to go

· he is subject to the direction and orders of someone else (guardians)

Who is the heir that Paul is talking about? 
( people who became believers

Who were the guardians, trustees?

( the law

How were we slaves?

· we could do nothing to solve our sin sickness

· we cannot escape the penalty of sin

· we are not able to do what we know to be the right thing

· we are not able to resist what we know to be the wrong thing (Romans 7)

How, then was the law like a “tutor?”
( it made us aware of our need

What did God finally do to release us from our slavery?

· God sent His Son

· Jesus was born of a woman 
( He was fully human

· Born under the law

( He lived a perfect life as a Jew

· He redeemed us

( set us free from the slavery to sin

· He gives us full rights of sons

In what was had “the time fully come?”

· common language, Greek

· very expressive language

· relative peace across the middle east, southern Europe

· transportation available

· dispersion of Jews

· Paul always started in synagogue, 

· Christianity grew out of the Jewish religion

· More important ( God chose the time … in His sovereign wisdom

What do believers inherit because they are Abraham’s descendants? What do we gain when we are adopted into God's family as the result of our faith in Christ?

· all God's promises to His children

· eternal union with God, eternity in God's presence

· peace with God

· freedom from slavery to sin

· freedom to live a life of holiness, righteousness

· union with other believers in the Body of Christ – the Church

· abundant supply of our needs

3.4 Given the Spirit of Christ

Listen for the blessings associated with being sons of God through faith in Christ.

Galatians 4:6-7 Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father."  [7] So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.  

What blessings are specified in this passage?

· God's Spirit

· dwells within our hearts

· a close, intimate relationship with God the Father – almost as if we are now able to call him “Daddy”

· no longer a slave, now a son

· now an heir

What kind of contrast is established by the presence of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers with the ritualistic works of Judaizers ?

	Presence of Holy Spirit
	Ritualistic Works

	· changes us from the inside

· the guarantee of God's presence

· gives us motivation

· enables us to please God
	· outward works

· no guarantee

· motivated by guilt (the Law)

· this is not what pleases God


Consider our attitude towards Christmas …

· we may consider ourselves slaves to Christmas

· rather than heirs of God's kingdom

The message of Christmas teaches us that we are:

1. Made God's children by faith

2. Made one in Christ

3. Redeemed by Christ

4. Given the Holy Spirit

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1  As you make your Christmas “To Do” list (either written or mental) consider

· How do these items relate to the message of Christmas?

· What needs to be added to or removed from your list?

4.2  As a devotional exercise, answer our original question “What’s to celebrate about Christmas?” basing your answers on what we learned in today’s lesson.

4.3 Ask God to allow His Holy Spirit to be your “Christmas Spirit” this year

4.4  Reflect on how the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering and other missionary giving opportunities help people to hear the message of Christmas and what God might have you give now and throughout the year.

Prayer:    Heavenly Father, thank You for sending Jesus into our world so that we might be adopted as Your child and be Your heir, full redeemed by His death from my slavery to sin.
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