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The Bible: Its Value



1. Motivate

What Bible do you own that is of special significance to you? Why is it special?

· Given when you were saved

· first Bible as a married couple

· has some special notes in it

· you carried it while in the armed services

· given to you for a special achievement (memorizing scripture, finishing a course, for graduation)

· special because of who gave you the Bible

2. Transition

( Today’s study

· reveals two different attitudes towards the value of God's Word

· discovers that God's word can never be destroyed
3. Bible Study

3.1 A Purifying Treasure

Listen for the benefits of holding to God's Word.

Psalm 119:9-11   How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word.  [10] I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands.  [11]     I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.  

What does this passage say are benefits of living according to God's Word?

· keep your way pure

· motivate you to seek God

· help you not to stray

· keep you from sinning against God

What does it mean to be pure?

· righteous, just living

· you do the right thing according to God's commands

· lack of sinful actions in your life

· lifestyle that pleases God

What would it mean to hide God's Word in our hearts?

· memorize scripture

· read and carefully think about it

· become familiar with it

· it permeates your mindset and thought processes so much that the Bible’s values become your values

Why do believers today not treasure the Scriptures as they should?

· you have to make the decision, choose to set aside the time to read, study

· we are busy people in today’s society

· we are motivated by lots of other things

· we have lots of options for entertainment and what we fill our minds with

· we tend to treasure material things more than spiritual things

3.2  A Delightful Treasure

Listen for words and phrases that are requests, actions, and emotions described by these verses.

Psalm 119:12-16  Praise be to you, O LORD; teach me your decrees.  [13] With my lips I recount all the laws that come from your mouth.  [14] I rejoice in following your statutes         as one rejoices in great riches.  [15] I meditate on your precepts and consider your ways.  [16] I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word.

What different words are used to reference God's Word in this passage?

· decrees

· laws

· statutes

· precepts

· ways

· word

List the words and phrases for requests, actions, emotions.

	Requests
	Actions
	Emotions

	· teach me decrees

· 
	· recount laws God says

· follow statutes

· meditate on precepts

· consider ways

· will not neglect
	· praise to God

· rejoice in following

· delight in decrees


What does it mean to “delight in your decrees?”

· excited to read God's Word

· enjoy thinking about what it means

· look forward to Bible reading time

· you feel something is missing when your Bible study time is skipped

How do our lives reflect praise for God, praise for His Word?

· making right choices (based on God's Word)

· our goals and motivations are to please God, to Glorify Him

· secular issues take second place to pleasing and serving God

· we demonstrate the Fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, … )

· our reactions to good things or bad things (either one)  are words and emotions which demonstrate our trust in God

3.3 A Purposeful Treasure

Listen for God's stated purpose for sending disaster on Judah.

Jeremiah 36:2-3 "Take a scroll and write on it all the words I have spoken to you concerning Israel, Judah and all the other nations from the time I began speaking to you in the reign of Josiah till now.  [3] Perhaps when the people of Judah hear about every disaster I plan to inflict on them, each of them will turn from his wicked way; then I will forgive their wickedness and their sin."  

Why did God want Jeremiah to write down this message?

· God wanted to communicate to more than just a few people

· God wanted people to know what He was doing

· God wanted to have a long lasting record of what He did, why He did it

According to this passage, why was God sending disaster on Judah?

· each individual would repent, turn from their wicked way

· then God would forgive their wickedness, their sin

Consider what this tells us about the character of God and His desire for all people

· God wants to have fellowship with His people

· When they sin, that fellowship is broken

· He wants to move them back into that relationship 

· That broken fellowship results in pain, suffering (separation from God)

· God is willing to take action to get our attention, to force us to realize the negative results of our sin

· He will bring discipline upon us to “crowd” or “nudge” us back to Himself

What does all this say about why we use the Bible as the basis for our Sunday School?

· God's Word communicates to us God's plan

· It reveals the means of salvation

· It describes how we can live lives that are pleasing to God

· It encourages us

· It warns and exhorts us

If you were on a regular basis to write down things that God had communicated to you, how would such a practice affect your life?

· helps you remember

· helps you meditate, think through what God is saying

· provides a record for your “spiritual journey”

· keeps your mind from wandering as you read God's Word

What are some ways you could use Scripture to help others turn from their sinfulness?

· involvement in FAITH teams

· write letters, cards which include encouragement of Scripture

· pray the scriptures, claim promises of God for those people

3.4 An Indestructible Treasure

Listen for evidence in this passage that God's Word is an indestructible treasure.

Jeremiah 36:21-24 The king sent Jehudi to get the scroll, and Jehudi brought it from the room of Elishama the secretary and read it to the king and all the officials standing beside him.  [22] It was the ninth month and the king was sitting in the winter apartment, with a fire burning in the firepot in front of him.  [23] Whenever Jehudi had read three or four columns of the scroll, the king cut them off with a scribe's knife and threw them into the firepot, until the entire scroll was burned in the fire.  [24] The king and all his attendants who heard all these words showed no fear, nor did they tear their clothes. …  [27] After the king burned the scroll containing the words that Baruch had written at Jeremiah's dictation, the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah:  [28] "Take another scroll and write on it all the words that were on the first scroll, which Jehoiakim king of Judah burned up.  

Who was trying to destroy the written text of God's message?  How?

· King listened to reading of the scroll

· The reading of 3 – 4 columns of writing was completed, 

· The king would cut it off with a small knife and throw it in the fire

Why would the king want to do this?

· showed his low regard for God's message

· showed contempt for God

· showed rejection of what God was wanting the king and the people to know

· he thought if he destroyed it, people wouldn’t be exposed to this “subversive and dissident” information

How do people try to do away with God's message to us today in different areas of the world?

· take Ten Commandments out of schools, courtrooms

· “separation” of church and state

· put downs of evangelicals in media

· in some countries preaching and distribution of the Bible is restricted

More tragic, how do believers often set aside what God wants them to know?

· neglect reading of God's Word

· when hearing a concept preached or taught, they ignore it

· openly disobey what they know to be what God wants them to do

How does the Bible prove indestructible in our lives?

· God keeps using it to speak to us

· It is a book that is relevant to every aspect of our lives

· All ages

· All cultures

· All situations

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Consider what changes you need to make in your reading of God's Word to become more like the psalmist

· How can you be more of an interested seeker, less of a casual reader?

· Hide it in your heart

· Heed what it says to you

4.2 Recall the emotions experienced by the psalmist … praise, rejoicing, delight

· Approach God's Word with expectation 

· Look for things it tells you that you can praise Him for

· Search for reasons to rejoice

· Ask God to help you to delight in reading and careful consideration of His Word

4.3 One of God's purposes in providing His Word is to bring people to repentance

· Consider areas of your own life He may be speaking to you about

· Become involved in church ministries which take the Gospel message to people

· FAITH, 

· Wednesday night Ministry Connection

4.4 Ask God to show you ways in which you may have rejected parts of His message to you

· What truths do you “blow off”?

· How have you had your “head in the sand” over a spiritual issue

· Pray for the freedom of the preaching of God's Word in areas of the world where it is opposed (China, Moslem countries, places of unrest)
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