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The Bible: Its Origin



1. Motivate

What documents have you seen signed by a famous person or celebrity?

· Declaration of Independence in Archives at Washington DC

· Other famous documents there

· A document signed by Hitler (in a shop in the Galleria, Dallas)

· Checks signed by one of the Three Stooges

· a picture signed by A.J. Foyt

· a picture signed by one of the astronauts

· a diploma signed by Dr. Harry Hardwick (former pres. of LeTourneau)

What makes the documents valuable?

· the fame of the person who signed the document or wrote the document

· their importance

· what collectors are willing to pay

2. Transition

What if you had God's signature ??!!

Certainly we have a document originated by Him … 

( Knowing that it was God who communicated the message should make the document valuable to us – and not just because collectors want to buy it.

3. Bible Study

3.1 One Source of Revelation

Listen for how this passage is similar to Genesis 1:1

Hebrews 1:1-2 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways,  [2] but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.  

How does this passage start like Genesis 1:1?

· “In the beginning” and “In the past”

· subject of the sentence is God
What then, is different?

· in Genesis, the topic is creation

· in Hebrews, the topic is revelation

Who is the single source of revelation? ( God

Use the chart to categorize who God spoke to and how He spoke.

	God Spoke
	Spoke to
	Spoke Through

	In the past
	Forefathers
	prophets

	In these last days
	Us
	His Son


How would the revelation God gave through the Old Testament prophets different from the revelation God gave through His Son?

	Prophets
	Jesus Christ

	· God gave them messages

· They related what God told them

· Sometimes they did not understand the message, they just communicated it

· The messages were sometimes incomplete

· In some cases we still don’t know the full meaning of some prophecies
	· This is God, Himself speaking

· God is the one telling us

· Jesus fully understood what He was communicating

· Jesus is the message
· The message is complete

· Jesus was the culmination of God's plan for salvation

· Jesus was the fulfillment of many of the prophets’ messages


How does God speak to us today?

· mainly through His Word

· sometimes through teachers, preachers – who are basing their message on God's Word

· sometimes through events in our lives (good times, bad times, even dreams)

Describe a time when God spoke to you through His Word.

· encouragement

· conviction about something in your life

· exhortation to do (or not do) something

· challenge to pray more, to witness more

· a promise to cling to in a tough situation

· peace in the midst of a chaotic time in your life

3.2 Superiority of the Written Word

Peter wrote his letter to Christians experiencing persecution and doctrinal challenges. His purpose was to encourage believers about the trustworthiness of God's written Word.

Listen for two foundations on which Peter’s message depended.

2 Peter 1:12-19 So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly established in the truth you now have.  [13] I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body,  [14] because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.  [15] And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to remember these things.  [16] We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  [17] For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."  [18] We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.  [19] And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.  

Notice the first phrase, “So I will always remind you of these things.”

What message do you remember your parents sharing over and over with them or that you shared repeatedly with your own children?

· don’t talk to strangers

· always carry an handkerchief

· call if you are going to be late

· drive carefully, the road might be “scooty”

· come home right after the event

Why did you or your parents think it was important to repeat the messages?

· so you don’t forget

· because the content of the message was so important

· repetition helps you remember it

· you hear it so often audibly that eventually you hear it in your thoughts

· when it comes to mind so easily, that is the sequence of thoughts which guides your actions

To what event was Peter referring when he talked about being an eyewitness?

· the transfiguration on the mountain with Jesus

· Jesus took Peter, James, John

· Jesus appearance changed, bright

· Met with Moses, Elijah

· God spoke

· Disciples were afraid

Why would Peter choose to stress this particular time with Jesus?

· it was indelibly stored into Peter’s memory

· it was empirical proof that Jesus was who He claimed to be

· something supernatural helped to convince him about the reality of Jesus claims

What do you think Peter meant when he said, “we have the word of the prophets made more certain.” 

· This along with the resurrection had convinced Peter about Jesus being the fulfillment of what the prophets had declared

· As Peter considered all the teachings of Jesus, the experiences he had with Jesus and now this particular experience, all that they had said about the Messiah now made sense

· If they made sense on this, and could be believed, they were also more believable and understandable on many other issues

( Peter wanted to remind people of the superiority of the written word of God

3.3 Divine Origin of the Scriptures

Listen for how these verses emphasize the divine origin of the Scriptures.

2 Peter 1:20-21 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation.  [21] For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

How did the prophecy of Scripture originate?

· not by a writer’s interpretation

· not by the will of men

· men spoke from God

· they were carried along by the Holy Spirit

What was the role of the human writers?

· listen to what God said 

· write down what He said without altering or interpreting it

· act as a clear channel – no static or interference

· although their personalities and writing style is still discernable

· they were not placed in a trance and have their hands moved like a robot

What was the role of the Holy Spirit

· bring the message to the minds, the consciousness of the writers

· get them thinking God's thoughts

· motivate them to communicate it – verbally and in writing

· help them focus, stick to it

· give them discernment as to what was from God, what was their own thoughts

· give them the courage to communicate it – sometimes their lives were in danger for what they said and wrote

Why is it important today to understand the divine origin of the Scriptures?

· we can be assured that what we have is what God wants us to have

· no more, no less

· if God wanted us to know it then we ought to be taking it in, applying it

4. Conclusion – Application

 4.1 God spoke to and through the prophets, He spoke to us through His Son, Jesus … and now to us through the text of the Scriptures

· Consider all that God accomplished to give us His Words in writing

· He wants you to know it

· What are you going to do this week to take advantage of what God communicated

· If you don’t read it, you won’t know what God wants you to know

4.2 By what actions and attitudes do you demonstrate how important you feel about the importance of God's written word?

· how you treat your Bible

· how often you pick it up and read it

· how you “hide it” in your heart

· how you talk about it to others

4.3 Think of a time when you ignored the owner’s manual for some appliance you own – you probably wasted time and money and energy…

( The Bible is the “owner’s manual” for life

· take advantage of it

· use it to save “blood, sweat, and tears”

· be familiar with broad themes 

· comb through it for tidbits of subtle details

Luke 9:28-36 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray.  [29] As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning.  [30] Two men, Moses and Elijah,  [31] appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. … they saw his glory and the two men standing with him.  … a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud.  [35] A voice came from the cloud, saying, "This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him."  [36] When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves, and told no one at that time what they had seen.  
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