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Tell About God!

1. Motivate

What topics to families talk about when they get together for Thanksgiving day?
· what has happened since we were last together

· where are you going for Christmas

· favorite recipes for the deserts

· best ways to make dressing (cornbread vs. white bread)
· who’s going to win the football game

· why didn’t they win the football game

· how ‘bout this weather … cold/hot/wet/dry

· what sales are there on Friday
2. Transition

Today we are going to consider four characteristics of God that should be “topics of conversation” when we tell others about Him.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Tell of His Grace
One side of the class listen for words about what God is like, the other side of the class listen for what we are to do or how we are to praise.
Psalm 145:3-9 (NIV)  Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom. [4] One generation will commend your works to another; they will tell of your mighty acts. [5] They will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty,  and I will meditate on your wonderful works. … [8] The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. [9] The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made. 

What words or phrases describe what God is like?
· great

· most worth of praise

· no one can fathom the greatness

· mighty acts, wonderful works

· glorious splendor

· majesty

· gracious, compassionate, slow to anger, rich in love good to all

How are we to respond?

· commend God’s works to succeeding generations

· tell people of God’s mighty acts

· speak of His glorious splendor

· meditate on God’s wonderful works

Do you think that praise is necessarily communicated or can it just be felt or thought internally?
	Must be Communicated
	Can be felt/thought internally

	· Jesus said that if we didn’t praise Him, the very rocks would cry out

· as a group it must be communicated verbally, musically, acted out
	· admire God through meditation

· view His creation in awe

· silently pray to Him


( Can happen both ways … but it must happen!!!
In what ways is our faith passed on to the next generation?

· teach memory verses early  (children memorize easily)

· teach songs early   

· Deut. 6:6-7 (NIV) These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. [7] Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 

· take them to Sunday School
· be involved in their spiritual experiences

· always be ready/willing to listen when they want to talk

· model the Christian life before them … much more is caught than taught

3.2 Tell of His Kingdom
Listen for how many times the word “kingdom” is in this passage.
Psalm 145:11-13 (NIV)  They will tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might, [12] so that all men may know of your mighty acts and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. [13] Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all generations. The Lord is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has made. 

You should have heard it 4 times.  What do we learn about God’s Kingdom?
· it is glorious
· it is splendorous

· it is everlasting, enduring


What kind of kingdom do you think it is?

· political? – probably not

· religious

· spiritual

· denominational?  – probably not

· heaven? – probably included

· in new heavens and new earth? – yes 

What do you think Jesus meant when he prayed in Matthew 6:10 (NIV) your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven?

· a prayer that God will rule in the hearts of men in the same way that He rules in heaven itself

· it already happens in heaven

· Jesus told us to pray that people everywhere would submit to Him as ruler of their lives … note that this is beyond mere salvation to escape the fires of Hell

How does God’s rule in His kingdom differ from the rule of rulers in worldly kingdoms?

	God’s Kingdom
	Earthly kingdoms

	· eternal

· ultimate power

· guided by love and righteousness
	· temporary only

· limited power

· guided by selfishness, hate


Why is it imperative that we tell others about God’s eternal kingdom?

· God has told us to do so

· they need to know about Jesus … many have never even heard His name

· they are condemned to eternal separation from God unless they have a personal experience of belonging to God’s kingdom

· without Jesus they are sinners

How can you have a part in telling others about God’s eternal kingdom?

· be involved in personal evangelism

· pray for missionaries who are taking the Gospel to people who have never heard

· pray for national pastors who preach the Gospel in cultures who don’t have Jesus 

· give of your resources for missionary expenses and to special projects 

3.3 Tell of His Help
What was a time when you helped someone who had fallen down?

· fell on slippery ice or snow

· an elderly person who fell on the stairs

· your spouse who tripped

· a small child who fell of their bike

Listen for ways in which God does this same thing in a spiritual sense.

Psalm 145:14-16 (NIV)  The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down. [15] The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time.  [16] You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.

How might someone “fall”  or be “bowed down” and need God’s help?

· fall into sin

· make a mistake

· have a financial or relational crisis

· be overcome with emotional strain

When has God met your needs at the “proper time”?

· provided a job

· helped you when you were lost and driving

· helped you get the car stopped/started just in time

· provided money when you were broke and had no expectations of funds

· sent the right advice at the right time

Why is our opinion of the “proper time” often different from what God actually does?

· we are impatient

· we don’t realize all the other issues that come to play in the timing

· God works the timing out best for all concerned

· God can see the whole of time stretched out in both directions,  like watching the parade from the Goodyear Blimp … 

· He knows what is ahead and what we need and exactly when

( As believers, we should testify to others about how the Lord helps us!

( He deserves the praise and others are drawn to Him when we do so
3.4 Tell of His Love
Listen for what the passage says about our responses to God
Psalm 145:17-21 (NIV)  The Lord is righteous in all his ways  and loving toward all he has made.  [18] The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.     [19] He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them.     [20] The Lord watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy. [21] My mouth will speak in praise of the Lord. Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever.
What kinds of actions does this passage say God responds to?
· call on Him (in truth)

· fear Him

· love Him

What are the corresponding responses that God makes?

What do we learn about those who have experienced God’s love? (vs. 21)
· speak in praise of the Lord

· praise His holy name for ever and ever

What would you counsel someone who claimed to be “disappointed with God”?

· they need to start praising Him

· read the Psalms

· heed the message of the song “Count your blessings”

· tell God … be honest with him

· pray about your disappointments  … thank God for who He is and what He has done, despite your disappointments
4. Application
4.1 Think about folks you know who are about the same age as those in your class

· Are there any you come in contact with who don’t know God as you do?

· Consider what you could tell them about how awesome and amazing God is

· What could you share about how God helped you just in time

· Take a stab at describing His love which is beyond description!

4.2 Where does God rule in your life … in your family?

· The Kingdom of God is the realm where God rules

· who in your family needs to have God rule in their life?

· Pray for God’s rule to come in their life

· Pray that you will continue to allow God to rule in your life

4.3 Continue to praise and thank God … even though Thanksgiving is past

· learn to have an ongoing attitude of gratitude

· practice thanking God, declaring your awe to Him often each day

· be  quick to share that awe with others around you
“The Kingdom of God is the Realm where God rules”
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