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Take Hold of Contentment

1. Motivate

Imagine that you inherited a million dollars … what would you do with it?  What would be your most likely purchases?

· house

· car

· “toys”

· travel

· investments

· clothes

 How long do you think it would last?  … months?  years?

How would you feel when it was gone?
· satiated,  disappointed, surprised

2. Transition

People often think money solves all problems … it’s all they would need to be happy
( Paul said that inner peace doesn’t come that way

( Today we look at how godliness and correct doctrine are what promote contentment
3. Bible Study

3.1 The Problem with Selfishness
Listen for characteristics of the person who teaches false doctrines.
1 Tim. 6:3-5 (NIV)    If anyone teaches false doctrines and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, [4] he is conceited and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions [5] and constant friction between men of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain. 

What does Paul tell Timothy are characteristics of someone who does not agree to sound doctrinal teaching about Christ?
· conceited

· understands nothing

· unhealthy interests in controversies, quarrels

· causes envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions, constant friction

· encourages people with corrupt minds

· thinks godliness is a means to financial gain

How might someone “use godliness” for financial gain?
· give to my ministry – your gifts keep us on the air (on the road)

· buy my Christian CDs and tapes

· come to my conference and buy my books on how to be spiritual

· buy tickets to my concert

( Note that not all ministries have this motivation … but unfortunately some will
Consider the idea of connecting godliness to wealth.  What is wrong with the concept that if you are godly, then you will receive much material gain?
· the Bible doesn’t teach this

· there are many very poor yet very godly people

· rich and poor are relative in different cultures … believers in 3rd world countries might look at most of us and consider us very wealthy

What is wrong with the concept that if you are wealthy then it must prove that you are godly?

· there are many very wicked people who are wealthy (that’s how they got their wealth)

· the Bible doesn’t teach this either

· many of us should be glad God does not give us great wealth … we couldn’t handle it

Consider Proverbs 30:8-9 (NLT) give me neither poverty nor riches! Give me just enough to satisfy my needs. [9] For if I grow rich, I may deny you and say, "Who is the Lord?" And if I am too poor, I may steal and thus insult God's holy name. 

3.2 The Profit of Contentment
Listen for what the passage says about material things
1 Tim. 6:6-8 (NIV)  But godliness with contentment is great gain. [7] For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. [8] But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 

What does Paul tell Timothy about “stuff,”  about material things?
· when you were born you had no stuff

· when you die, you end up with no stuff to take with you

· food and clothing (and shelter) are sufficient to provide contentment

What does the first part of the passage also say about contentment?

· if you are godly

· if you are content with what God gives you

( then you have great gain!!

How do our lives become richer when we honor God and focus our desires on Him?

· God gives us joy and peace and contentment just from our relationship with Him

· that is what every person really needs down deep, really desires (and may not realize)

French philosopher Blaise Pascal said, “There is a God shaped vacuum in the heart of every man which cannot be filled by any created thing, but only by God, the Creator, made known through Jesus”
What can we do to adjust our lives to allow us to become more God-focused and less material stuff- focused?

· get rid of some of the stuff (especially that which we are not using and apparently don’t need)

· spend more time getting to know God … less time with TV or sports and hobbies

· become involved in kingdom ministries

3.3 The Trap of Greed
People change jobs for lots of different reasons.  What are some dangers of changing jobs just for more money?
· may require loss of family time

· may require a move that ends up costing more than the pay increase

· has “strings” attached … duties and responsibilities that you don’t feel good about

· may be to a part of the country where cost of living eats up the pay raise

Listen to this next passage for dangers of the desire of  riches.

1 Tim. 6:9-10 (NIV)    People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. [10] For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

What kinds of warnings does Paul give concerning the desire for riches?

· it is a temptation

· it traps people

· can result in ruin and destruction

· the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil

· can cause people to wander from the faith

· results in many griefs

How can money trap people?

· you give up more and more of relationships to pursue money

· for some people, the more they have, the more they want – it is addictive

· they think it will provide contentment … instead it causes a desire for more

· they even sacrifice their health to work longer, harder – just to gain more

How can greed open the door to other areas of evil?

· you compromise what you know to be right to gain more wealth

· you might become willing to cut corners and even break the law

· you end up sacrificing quality of a product or service to gain more profit

· a person could be tempted to double cross a partner to get ahead

What are some things in your life that are worth more than money

· health

· family

· relationship to Jesus

· peace and joy

· influence on your children

3.4 The Basis of Real Life
Listen for what Timothy was to pursue instead of riches.
1 Tim. 6:11-12, 17-19 (NIV)    But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. [12] Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses. … [17] Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. [18] Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. [19] In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 

What did Paul recommend Timothy should pursue?
· righteousness

· godliness

· faith

· love

· endurance

· gentleness

· the “fight” of faith

· eternal life

Why do you think it is not possible to pursue these things and wealth at the same time?
· you have to sacrifice many of these qualities of life in order to pursue wealth

· they are mutually exclusive

· they are in opposite directions

· it takes a completely different set of personal priorities

Why do you think it is so easy for us to trust in our possessions, accomplishments, or abilities?

· they are tangible, directly observable

· we have an over blown opinion of our own abilities

· we worked hard to develop these resources, these skills … we can continue to work hard to improve them, perfect them

What advice (in contrast to faith in ourselves) was Timothy supposed to give well to do believers?
· don’t be arrogant

· don’t put your hope in wealth (it is too uncertain)

· put your hope in God – who richly provides all we need

· do good

· be rich in good deeds, be generous, willing to share

· lay up treasure for yourself as a firm foundation in eternity

What kinds of blessings result from following this advice?
· joy of helping others

· assurance of God’s supply (contrast to depending on wealth)

· eternal blessings, rewards

· you lose the worries about holding on to your “stuff”

· your priorities are less about material needs and more about character development

· my confidence is in Christ, not in my possessions
4. Application

4.1 Evaluate your personal investments:

	Material Deposits
	Spiritual Deposits

	
	


· Ask yourself how have you deposited into each recently
· remember that spiritual treasures last for eternity

· next time you are faced with a choice between the material and the spiritual, look at the lasting impact

4.2 Remember that the attitude you hold about contentment and your material possessions are taught to and caught by your children
· pray for your children’s attitudes about material things

· model a biblical attitude before them

· ask God to help you learn the right attitude for their sakes as well as your own

4.3 Consider how you could use the possessions God has given you for the benefit of others

· list 8 – 10 of your key possessions

· how could they be used for the Kingdom of God … for ministry?
(your home, your SUV, your boat, your workshop, etc.)
· in what ways could you share what you have?
· are there some things that you need to give away that could be better used by someone else?
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