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Suffering Savior



1. Motivate

When we receive gifts, some of them turn out to be useless, some turn out to be very useful in the long run.  What are some of the useful gifts you have received?
· a coffee pot

· a set of dishes

· linens (towels, sheets, etc.) given as a wedding gift

· a George Forman grill!
· a car

· tools (always an acceptable gift … IMHO !!!)

· a sewing machine
2. Transition

Some gifts are more than useful … they are meaningful or significant in other ways

· a picture

· a treasured keepsake

( When someone goes to the trouble of making, buying, or saving something especially for us and then presents the gift in a spirit of love, we feel elated and special

( Today and for the following 3 Sundays, we focus on God's Greatest Gift to us … Jesus
3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Suffered for Us
Listen for all the different ways in which the soldiers mock Jesus.
Matthew 27:27-31 (NIV)   Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. [28] They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, [29] and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him. "Hail, king of the Jews!" they said. [30] They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. [31] After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

For the three categories given, how did Jesus suffer from the soldiers?
	Physically
	Emotionally
	Spiritually

	· crown of thorns

· struck Him on the head

· crucified Him
	· stripped Him

· scarlet robe ("king")

· staff

· knelt, mocked

· "Hail, King"

· spit on Him
	· mocked for being King, and He really was King

· death was separation from the Father


Why did Pilate hand Jesus over for crucifixion, even though He appeared to know of Jesus innocence?
· to maintain political peace

· to satisfy the Jews

· He had to appear tough on crime and yet keep a lid on turmoil in his area of responsibility

· Pilate declared his opinion of Jesus innocence and let them take the blame for condemning an innocent man

How do Jesus' suffering and death express His love for us?

· He was willing to take our place

· we deserved the suffering for our sinfulness, He received it in our place

· God wanted us to be reconciled to Himself, to be put on "friendly" terms with Him, even though we are sinners and don't deserve it

· God the Father and Jesus, the Son loved us enough to pay the price of punishment that our sinfulness deserved
Consider : 2 Cor. 5:21 (NIV)   God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Galatians 4:4-5 (NIV)   But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, [5] to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 

1 Peter 3:18 (NIV)   For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 

According to these verses, how do His suffering and death provide our salvation?

· He was made to be sin for us
· we can then become righteous

· we are redeemed, set free from sin's penalty

· we receive full rights of sons

· Christ (the righteous) died for us (the unrighteous) 

· he brought us to God … we are acceptable in His sight, made clean

3.2 Jesus Died for Us
Listen for significant happenings during and after the crucifixion.
Matthew 27:35-37 (NIV)   When they had crucified him, they divided up his clothes by casting lots. [36] And sitting down, they kept watch over him there. [37] Above his head they placed the written charge against him: this is jesus, the king of the jews. … [50]   And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. [51] At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. 
What further cruel treatment did the soldiers give Jesus?
· gambled for His clothes

· put up the sign "King of the Jews"

What significant events occurred … what was their significance?

· the temple veil was rent (a curtain into the Most Holy Place) 
· signified separation of common man from God (only a priest, only once a year could go into God's presence to complete rite of shed blood)

· now anyone can go to God any time … Jesus has once and for all shed blood (died) to pay for sins
· the earth shook, rocks split – people were resurrected

· signified that Jesus had/would conquer death

· we no longer are separated from God (spiritually dead)

How do we enjoy, on a daily basis, the significance of the split curtain to the Most Holy Place?

· we can go directly to God's Word and read (and head) what He wants us to know

· we can speak to Him in prayer any time, any place … directly

· we can figuratively walk "right into the throne room" and have a personal audience with the King of the whole universe … He wants us to come to Him

· we can come before Him personally to declare our praises, to confess, to seek His attention for our personal concerns
How can we express or demonstrate our appreciation for Christ's dying for us?
	By What We Say
	By What We Do

	· praise

· prayer of thanksgiving

· tell others what Jesus has done for me

· rejoice in song

· affirm our daily trust in God's grace, mercy, salvation

· communicate God's Truth, the Gospel message
	· act in kindness towards others

· refrain from actions which would hurt/offend Jesus

· choose to reject temptations to act sinfully

· be involved in ministry outreach activities

· live a life which glorifies God before others (especially before kids, grandkids)

· give of resources (time, finances, talents) to God's work


In what sense is our salvation something we live as well as something we possess?
· if it is truly something we possess then it makes a change in how we live

· how we live will be the result of who lives within our lives

· we are saved not only from the penalty of sin, but also the power of sin … we will be enabled to live a life of holiness, righteousness

3.3 Jesus Provides Life for Us
Listen for the key word in this passage that shows God's nature.
1 John 4:7-10 (NIV)   Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. [8] Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. [9] This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. [10] This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
What is the key word in this passage describes God's nature?  ( Love 
According to the passage, how does God show love for sinful men?
· love comes from God

· He sent His one and only son into the world

· He sent Jesus that we might live through Him

· He sent Jesus as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

What does the passage say about how God's love for us should affect us?

· love one another

· we are born of God

· we know God

· we live through Him

How the kind of love described here different from human forms of love?

· not based on feeling

· not done for purpose of having something nice done in return

· not self centered … selfless, not selfish
How is love an action verb?

· if we truly love someone or something, it must show up

· it will be shown by how we treat that person, that thing

· it will be seen by what we do
· we will give top priority to that person

· we will do things for the person for their sake alone, not for hope, desire, or expectation of reciprocal favor

· we will do without something for ourselves in order to provide benefit for the object of our love

What are some specific actions through which you could demonstrate love …

	At Home
	At Church

	· perform chores without being asked

· look for ways to help others

· affirm others – what they do, how they act

· voluntary acts of kindness
· do your regular household duties cheerfully, without grumbling
	· look for ways to help in ongoing church activities
· volunteer for committees

· volunteer for tasks where the leadership needs help

· affirm one another's efforts

· support the activities of children's and youth ministries

· visit those in need

· give of resources to those in need


4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Determine two specific ways to provide for family or friends a wholesome and spiritually uplifting celebration of Holy Week and Easter … examples …
· read the Easter story together as a family

· study the celebration of the Passover and notice the symbolism that points to the suffering Savior

4.2 Send a note or a post card to at least two acquaintances or friends to God might want you to give some loving expression of concern

· someone missing from our class

· a local school board member

· a teacher or administrator
· a pastor or church staff member

4.3 Develop a new habit of loving by practicing it each day of April

· listen more intently to someone who comes to you to talk to you

· do a chore for someone without being asked (whether or not it will be noticed!)

· work harder to change a habit which irritates others
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