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The Spirit Empowers Believers



1. Motivate

What kinds of things can you think of that you own that will not work without batteries?
· your car

· calculator

· radio

· watch

· computer (if not near AC outlet)

· PDA

· video camcorder

· MP3 player

· digital camera (even film camera)

· toys

· clocks

· TV remote

· flashlight

· portable tools (drill, sander, saw, etc.)

2. Transition

If these things don’t have batteries, they are expensive paper weights … 

( As Christians, we’re sometimes like these devices without batteries … we fail to use the power available to us to help us live our lives as we should

( Today we will look at what that power can do for us.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Live as God's Child

Listen for words that have to do with family?
Romans 8:12-16 Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation--but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it.  [13] For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live,  [14] because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  [15] For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father."  [16] The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.  

What words did you hear that had to do with family elements?

· brothers

· sons

· sonship, adoption

· Father

· children

· Abba

· heirs (verse 17)

Contrast the past and the present (according to this passage) … before being a child of God and after.

	Before
	After

	· obligated to the flesh

· obligated to live according to the flesh

· destined to die

· receive a spirit of slavery

· fall back into fear
	· put to death the deeds of the body

· destined to live

· led by God's Spirit

· become God’s child

· receive Spirit of adoption

· privileged to a close “daddy” relationship with God


How is being a child of God, as described here,  revealed or demonstrated in people’s life styles?

· you don’t feel enslaved by fleshly desires

· victory over old habits

· decisions influenced by God's Spirit prompting us

· have a real sense of belonging to God … “God and I are not strangers”
· actually we feel close enough to Him to talk to him about anything

· like the Olive Garden commercial, “When you’re with God, you’re family!

How does the Holy Spirit help believers be sure of their salvation?

· makes Scripture be meaningful

· brings to our mind thoughts of encouragement

· suggests to our mind things we should do/not do

· gives us a sense of calm, peace in midst of turmoil

· gives a feeling/understanding of real communication with God
What privileges and responsibilities of being God's Child?

	Privileges
	Responsibilities

	· speak directly to God

· hear from God through His Word

· hear from God via Holy Spirit living within us

· power to live victorious life
	· obedience

· submission

· share with others

· involved in God's Kingdom

· praise, worship, love God

· heed Holy Spirit’s communications to us


3.2 Accomplish God's Purpose

Listen for how the Holy Spirit helps us pray.
Romans 8:26-30 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.  [27] And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.  [28] And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  [29] For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  [30] And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.  

What are some synonyms for the term “intercede”?
· intervene

· mediate

· plead

· ask on somebody’s behalf

· negotiate

· arbitrate

· act as mediator

Why is such a person sometimes needed?
· one or both of two people unwilling to talk to each other

· people unable to talk to each other

· protocol demands that the main two parties stay at a distance

· communication is difficult for some reason

How might any of these things be true between us and God?

· we are sinners

· God is holy, separate

· we don’t always understand what God is doing

· we might be communicating/asking in ignorance

· we are limited, God is infinite in wisdom and authority

What kinds of situations do we face where we need God's Spirit to intervene for us?

· we are confused by the complexity of a situation

· we wonder if the prayer request we make is selfish or a legitimate need

· how do you pray when someone you know is “sick unto death”

· we have two very good options before us, which is the best?

· we are stuck only with bad options, which is the least harmful

· we are petitioning God for something that would ultimately be bad for us, but we don’t realize it

· while physically sick or emotionally distraught, our thinking processes in knowing how to pray are impaired

Consider how verse 28,  in all things God works for the good of those who love him, might fit in with the Holy Spirit interceding for us?

· we might be praying about the situation in ignorance of God's ultimate purposes

· we see only the problem in which we are involved

· God's purposes go far beyond the here and now
· God sees long range, the overall design of what is happening in our lives and those around us

· God has the power and wisdom to arrange events, situations

· He can shape our lives through the events to make us more like Jesus

3.3 Affirm God's Love

Listen for things that threaten to separate us from the love of Christ.
Romans 8:35-39 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  [36] As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long;  we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." [37] 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  [38] For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,  [39] neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

What kind of things does Paul suggest threaten to separate us from the love of Christ?
· trouble

· hardship

· persecution

· famine

· nakedness

· danger

· sword

· death

· life

· angels

· demons

· present

· future

· powers

· height

· depth

· anything in creation

What might be examples of these things in today’s world, in our culture?

· troubles : financial, health, family

· danger : accidents, being in a scary part of town

· demons : spiritual opposition

· future : worry about what might happen

· sword : family members in the military

· famine, nakedness : economic down turn affecting our finances, job loss

How do these things make us feel separated from God?
· we wonder why things happen

· we wonder why God didn’t prevent these things

· these things make us feel alone, abandoned

What does verse 37 say about overcoming these feelings?

· we are more than conquerors

What do you think that means, to be “more than a conqueror?”

· we don’t win by the skin of our teeth

· it wasn’t even close

· it was a decisive victory

· we clobbered those problems

· it is obvious that God did it because we could not have done that well on our own
4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 This week when you face temptation

· appropriate the Holy Spirit’s power to put to death the deeds of the body

· claim verses from Romans 6:11-13 
· Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  [12] Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.  [13] Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.  

4.2 When you are faced with difficult situations for which  you are praying

· tell God of your confusion, your uncertainty

· ask God for wisdom to know what to pray for

· ask God for His power and wisdom to be at work, to accomplish the very best for everyone

4.3 Remember that problems and troubles are not signs that God doesn’t love us 
· nor is He trying to punish us
· rather consider the situation an opportunity for Him to minister to you with His love

· remember also that you might not feel His love … despite those feelings, know that His love to us is eternally constant
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