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Salvation is Available



1. Motivate

What is something you are proud about?

· good grades earned by your kids

· sports teams that won

· our alma-mater (Aggies, UT, Baylor, Hallsville, …)

· The big fish you caught

· the good job you did redecorating your house

· your garden

· your car

· the new grandchild

2. Transition

	When is pride good?
	When is pride bad?

	· when it is really deserved

· when it doesn’t make us hard to live with

· when you are really the one who did the work
	· when you claim the credit for what someone else did

· when it becomes offensive or a pain for others to endure


Today ( Paul is going to tell us something for which we cannot be proud … we cannot boast – our salvation!

3. Bible Study

3.1 Works Cannot Save Us

Listen for what the law does for us.

Romans 3:19-21 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.  [20] Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.  [21] But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.  

What does the law do for us, according to this passage?

· makes us conscious of sin

· it silences those who would claim they are righteous

· it makes us aware of the fact that we cannot be righteous by anything we do

Aren’t we already conscious of sin? Why do we need the law to make us conscious of sin?

· The fact that we would tend to answer this question in the positive is part of the problem. 

· We think we are aware of sin because we don't know how bad it is. 

· Truth is, we are all a little smug, feeling, "I am not that bad."

What was a specific example when reading the Bible convicted you of a specific sin?

· over an attitude of jealousy

· dealing with worry

· dealing with impure thoughts

· when you became convicted about failing to __________ (fill in the blank)

What do you think Paul was referring to in verse 21 when he talks about “a righteousness that is apart from the law”?

· you cannot be righteous by obeying the law

· obedience is not the means to salvation (although it should be one of the results)

· Paul is preparing the reader for the Truth about how one can be declared righteous

3.2 We Can Trust in Jesus

Listen for key words in this passage.

Romans 3:22-24 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference,  [23] for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  [24] and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  

	What key words do you see?
	What is the meaning of the key word?

	Righteousness
	A righteous person always does the right thing, makes the right choices

	Faith,  Believe
	Receive as truth, that which God says.  Receive as personal truth, as in “That is Truth for me.” The only reason you have to accept it is that God said it – there may be little other empirical evidence.

	Sinned
	Miss the mark, miss the goal, inability to achieve God's requirements

	Justified
	Declared righteous by God – He looks at me just as if I had not sinned.

	Grace
	God gives us blessings which we do not deserve

	Redemption
	Speaks to being set free, given freedom from being enslaved.  We are set free from the penalty of sin, the power of sin, and in eternity, the presence of sin.


3.3 God Has Provided What We Need

Listen for what Paul has to say about justice.

Romans 3:25-26 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished--  [26] he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.  

Verse 25 in the NIV uses the term “sacrifice of atonement” – what does the KJV use? What do these terms mean?

· KJV says “propitiation”

· They mean to turn away divine wrath with the appropriate sacrifice

· In Greek writings hilasmos refers to soothing the anger of the gods

· God's anger was soothed, turned away by the sacrifice of the life of Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God

Consider how this demonstrated God's justice …

· God is holy, righteous – cannot abide the presence of sin (of which the world is full)

· a critic might say that God was not being true to His own standards by tolerating sin – “ in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished”
· sin’s presence demanded the punishment of death – separation from God
· God took the initiative to solve the problem
· Jesus came to earth, as a human, lived a perfect life, NOT deserving death
· He suffered the death we deserved … died in our place
· He gave us the life (eternal union with God) that He deserved
· God's justice is satisfied – the sentence of death was executed for the sin in the world
· At the same time, forgiveness, justification, redemption were made available to all men
How do these Truths impact our lives today?

· What Jesus then did provides forgiveness for us today

· I can be set free from both the penalty and power of sin

· Satan cannot accuse me, discourage me about my failures – the punishment has already been meted out

· people who think they are too far gone for God to reach have already been potentially forgiven 

· it is theirs for the confession, repentance, and receipt by faith of Jesus’ finished work

3.4 Boasting Is Out of Place

Listen for how boasting is excluded.

Romans 3:27-28 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith.  [28] For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law.  

What ways are Christians tempted to boast?

· how much they serve the Lord

· I’m in the choir

· I give plenty of money to the church

· I’ve taught Sunday School for 30 years

· I’m a deacon

· I never miss prayer meeting

· I’ve been doing FAITH visits since the first time they did it

According to this passage, why is boasting out?

· our salvation is by faith

· our justification (being declared righteous) is NOT according to obeying a list of laws

· it is according to what God did, not what I did

How do we relate this concept to witnessing to those who are lost?

· many people still think (down deep) that one must satisfy God by good works

· this speaks against humanism also (the concept that “man is his own deity”)

· It also speaks to a person who feels the failure – feels that they cannot boast – actually that means they are more ready to accept what Christ has done for them

3.5 Salvation Is for All

Listen for how God is both the God of the Jews and the God of the Gentiles.

Romans 3:29-30 Is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too,  [30] since there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith.  

What group of people in the world today is the hardest for you to accept?  If they moved in next door to you, you would have heartburn (either literally or figuratively).

· Muslims

· liberals (conservatives)

· Catholics

· politicians

· Mormons

· an abortion doctor

· foreign workers with lots of relatives that have questionable green card status

· a motorcycle gang

Paul is saying that God is the God of each of these groups of people!

( All people receive salvation the same way … regardless of background, culture, or lifestyle

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Remember what Paul says about the law and works when you witness to people

· the law is not a contract … do this and God will do that

· it is God's standard, meant to demonstrate the impossibility of mankind to please God

4.2 Thank God for declaring you righteous, justified

· God looks at you just as if you had never sinned

· Thank Him for setting you free from the penalty, the power, and eventually the presence of sin

4.3 Practice how you can describe to an unbeliever how the wrath of God has been turned away by the proper sacrifice

· atonement and propitiation are not every day words

· you can think of atonement as being “at one” with God

· think what parts of the FAITH presentation speak to these concepts

4.4 Ask God to help you not have the attitude of “boasting” about how good a Christian you are

· remember that any good present in your life is due to God's working

· this is true both for initial salvation and for an ongoing life of pleasing God and service

4.5 Consider those people groups who might not be your first choice as neighbors and confidants 

· Remember that Jesus died for them also

· God loves them

· Be praying for their salvation, their coming to God

· Pray for opportunities to minister to these kind of people you come in contact with
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