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Renew Your Devotion Today

1. Motivate

What are some things in our lives which we renew – by choice or by law?
· driver’s license

· insurance

· magazine subscriptions

· memberships

· vehicle registration

· wedding vows

2. Transition

Consider how this compares with renewing our devotion to God.   Why would someone want to renew their devotion to God?
· to keep it fresh

· to make sure it is effective

· to get the most benefit

· so it doesn’t grow stale

( Today we look at why and how to renew our devotion to God

3. Bible Study

3.1 Come Before God
Listen for who was present in this meeting and why they were gathered together.
Deut. 29:10-15 (NIV)  All of you are standing today in the presence of the Lord your God--your leaders and chief men, your elders and officials, and all the other men of Israel, [11] together with your children and your wives, and the aliens living in your camps who chop your wood and carry your water. [12] You are standing here in order to enter into a covenant with the Lord your God, a covenant the Lord is making with you this day and sealing with an oath, [13] to confirm you this day as his people, that he may be your God as he promised you and as he swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. [14] I am making this covenant, with its oath, not only with you [15] who are standing here with us today in the presence of the Lord our God but also with those who are not here today. 

Who was present at this meeting?
· leaders, chief men

· elders and officials

· all other men of Israel

· children, wives

· aliens who lived there

What was the purpose of the gathering?
· to enter into a covenant with God

· they were going to confirm that Jehovah was their God, their ruler

· to certify God’s covenant also with future generations

The original covenant was with the previous generation, their parents

( this generation had to make it their own commitment

( they had to personally affirm their own belief, trust, dedication, determination to follow God
What are ways or situations in which people can renew their devotion to God today, in our culture?

· go forward to pray in response to an invitation in a worship or preaching service

· in a time of personal quiet time with God

· when faced with a crisis situation in one’s life

· each day as you face new opportunities and responsibilities

How will this devotion, this renewal be demonstrated in one’s life?

· involvement in FAITH

· helping out with other church ministries

· consistency in daily personal Bible study and prayer 
Moses declared the covenant was also with those who are not here today.  How can our renewal devotion to God affect others?
· how we treat others around us

· how we model Christian living and teach our children, grandchildren

· how we carry out ministries within our church

· how we live a consistent Christian life before our neighbors, co-workers

3.2 Return to Passionate Obedience
Listen for what it takes to return to the Lord.
Deut. 30:1-3 (NIV) When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come upon you and you take them to heart wherever the Lord your God disperses you among the nations, [2] and when you and your children return to the Lord your God and obey him with all your heart and with all your soul according to everything I command you today, [3] then the Lord your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations where he scattered you. … [6] The Lord your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live. 

Moses prophesied that the people would not keep the covenant.  What would be the results of their rebellion?

· God would disperse them among the nations, they would be exiles, refugees

· they would cease to exist as a nation

What kind of sad experiences do people have today when they disobey, rebel against God?

· dysfunctional families

· financial ruin, loss

· depression

· at the very least, loss of peace
What does this passage say that it takes to “return to the Lord?”
· obey God with all your heart and soul

· obey what God commands

What are the promises which God makes when His people return to Him?

· fortunes restored

· God will have compassion

· God would gather them from the nations to where they had been scattered

· He would “circumcise their hearts”

· He would enable them to love Him with all their hearts and souls

Note that some results of rebellion may still be present in our lives

· a destroyed family situation may be irrecoverable

· ruined health from a life of dissipation may still linger

· job loss due to illegal activities could be permanent
· the sowing and reaping principle will hold, even though we are forgiven and our relationship with God is restored

Circumcision was a physical act.  What do you think God meant by “circumcise their hearts?”
· circumcision was a sign of separateness from other religions, cultures

· God wants to change our attitudes, our mindset, our hearts to show us to be different, distinct from unbelievers

· God changes the way we think, our “world view” to be Biblical, not secular

3.3 Realize You Can Know and Obey
Some people might complain that God’s requirements are too complicated to figure out.  Listen for how this excuse is answered in this passage.
Deut. 30:11-14 (NIV) Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your reach. [12] It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, "Who will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?" [13] Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, "Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?" [14] No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it. 

In this passage, what excuses do you see that people give?
· what God requires is too difficult

· knowing God’s will is beyond my reach

· God is way up in heaven, how can I know Him here in my earthly existence

· God didn’t tell me that … maybe someone in a land far away is who He told it to

What are you really saying or declaring when you claim you cannot do what God commands you to do?

· God is unreasonable, capricious 

· God just wants to clobber me when He knows I’m going to mess up

· God is a liar when He says commands are not too difficult

· He must be inadequate to empower me to do His will

These excuses are not true.  What is the reality about what God wants from His people?

· God’s Word is very near you

· it is in your mouth … you have read it, quoted it

· God uses it to speak to your heart

· God enables you to obey it

3.4 Choose Life Today
Listen for the choice Moses encouraged the Israelites to make.
Deut. 30:19-20 (NIV) This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live [20] and that you may love the Lord your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the Lord is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

What options did Moses set before the people?
· life vs. death

· blessings vs. curses

Moses urged for them to choose life.  What would be the involved in choosing life?

· loving the Lord your God

· listening to His voice, holding fast to Him

How does this work out in our lives today, in our culture?

· put God first in your life, ahead of hobbies, jobs, ambitions

· listen to His voice by reading His Word on a regular basis

· obeying, heeding what God says to you in personal Bible study and in the teaching and preaching you hear

· involved in the Kingdom of God, in ministries to others

· involved in proclaiming the Gospel – giving, going, praying, sending

What would be the results of choosing to love and follow God?

· you and your children will live

· God will give you many years in the promised land

How do these results happen in our lives?

· families that are united

· children that follow and serve the Lord

· lives of peace, joy 

· even during health or financial crises

· even during times of great loss
Why must renewed devotion be deliberate, not just something you drift into?

· requires a decision

· requires an act of your will

· to put it off, to not choose, is a choice … not to renew your devotion

· is a daily, even a moment by moment choice

4. Application
4.1 Consider what is in your life that is causing you to hesitate to renew your devotion to the Lord
· confess it to the Lord … tell Him your hesitation

· repent of that issue … turn around and go the other way

· share this decision with someone you trust to pray for you and hold you accountable

4.2 Commitment levels to lots of issues in our life rise and fall … exercise, diet, promises to curb anger, etc.

· we make a start and then our determination flags 

· we struggle similarly with our devotion to the Lord

· today – tell God you want Him to be first in your life

· tomorrow – tell God you want Him to be first in your life

· renewal of commitment happens one day at a time … not unlike sobriety for someone in AA

4.3 God includes all classes of people and all generations to a special relationship with Him

· pray for your neighbors who need to make a decision to follow God

· pray for and model a life of devotion of God for your children and grandchildren

· claim God’s promises, God’s special blessings for them

· pray not only that they will have health and safety … pray that they will be vibrant Christians and will make a powerful contribution for the Kingdom of God

Think about what happens if you fail to renew?





When faced with a decision, do what you know to do according to His Word … further details will be revealed in His perfect timing
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