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Remember the Lord is God

1. Motivate

How do people show loyalty to a sports team?

· wear team logo clothing (hats, t-shirts, jackets, etc.)

· always watch them play, root for them

· follow their successes in the news

· argue for them in discussions with others

What other ways do we demonstrate loyalty to someone or something?

· always buy that make of car

· always shop at a certain store

· always speak up in defense of that person, that political position, etc.

2. Transition

Today we look at loyalty to God and how we demonstrate it.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Do You Learn from the Lord’s Discipline?

Listen for all the things God had done for the Israelites in their wilderness wanderings.
Deut. 8:1-5 (NIV)  Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and increase and may enter and possess the land that the Lord promised on oath to your forefathers. [2] Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. [3] He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. [4] Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty years. [5] Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you. 

Let’s list all that God did for Israel during the previous 40 years.
· led them in the desert

· humbled them, tested them whether they would keep His commands

· taught them that you don’t live by bread alone

· taught them to live according to what God says

· He kept their clothes from wearing out

· He protected their health

· He was teaching them to live a disciplined life

Why would God test them?  Doesn’t He already know the level of their faithfulness in His omniscience?  Who is the test really for?

· the test is not for God

· the test was for  His people

· they needed to realize their own weakness

· they needed to realize God’s power, authority, love at work in their lives

· they needed to learn that God can and will provide for them

What does God’s provision of bread (manna) say about Him?

· He can do miracles

· He meets the needs of His people

· God cares about His people

· this was a daily need … God cares about daily needs

How would going hungry and then being fed manna lead the people to know man doesn’t live by bread alone but by God’s word?
· the issue was not so much the manna itself
· the issue was more that God had said He would take care of them and then did so

· they (and we) needed to learn that what God says can be depended on

We are spiritual people … what we need most is spiritual food.  In what ways does God’s word feed us?

· tells us what God wants us to know

· tells us of His power

· tells us about salvation through Christ

· tells us principles by which to live

· reassures us of God’s love, God’s care

· gives us many promises

· it is the “owner’s manual” – go by what it says to get better “mileage” out of life
If you were an Israelite in that situation you could have focused on the fact that you had no new clothes for 40 years or you could focus on the fact that they never wore out.  Why would it make a difference about how you viewed the situation?
	“It’s been 40 years and no new outfit!”
	“It’s been 40 years this robe shows no wear!”

	· negative view
· complaining and griping

· ignoring the positive

· ignoring God’s provision
	· positive view
· an attitude of thankfulness

· marveling at God’s provision

· marveling at God’s mercy and grace


We have a variety of issues we struggle with … health, finances, family, and the like.  What are some positive attitudes with which we might view these problems?

· God is sufficient for my health, my finances

· I believe God is going to work in the lives of my kids

· I believe God will intervene in the sticky situation at work

· God will deal with the ornery neighbor and give me the wisdom and patience needed
· God will help my grandkids in their school work

· God is able to work in the lives of my unsaved loved ones

There’s lessons here about God’s disciplining for our parenting.   Note how God dealt with His people and how we can emulate His model

· it is sometimes a kind thing to let a child fail and learn from the failure

· other times it is kindest to administer consequences so worse things don’t happen later

3.2 Do You Trust the Lord’s Purposes?
Listen for how attitudes toward the future affect the present.
Deut. 8:6-10 (NIV)   Observe the commands of the Lord your God, walking in his ways and revering him. [7] For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land--a land with streams and pools of water, with springs flowing in the valleys and hills; [8] a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey; [9] a land where bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper out of the hills. [10] When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the good land he has given you. 

What promises did Moses make to faithful Israelites?
· God is bringing you into a good land

· the land will have streams, pools, springs

· the land will have wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil, honey

· the bread will not be scarce

· you will lack nothing

· there will be minerals in the earth to be mined and used

How did this contrast with their existence in the wilderness?

· always worried about water

· no produce to eat … manna and quail only

What were the requirements of faithfulness that would make these promises happen?

· observe God’s commands

· walk in His ways

· revere/fear/stand in awe of Him

Let’s make a parallel to our existence with and without Christ in one’s life … how have your spiritual wilderness wanderings differed from your life as a believer, your promised land?

	“Wilderness” without Christ
	“Promised Land” with Christ

	· life in turmoil

· feelings of guilt

· no purpose in life

· on a course of self destruction

· lots of worry
	· God brings focus to life

· Fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, …)

· at peace with God and with self

· see God’s provision day by day

· purpose and direction from God


So how does knowledge of what God will do for someone in the future affect how you act in the present?

· the promised results are good motivation

· the cause and effect is laid out before us
· what God offers is far better than what we can do on our own
· it only makes sense to take His offer and believe what He says

3.3 Do You Remember Your Source of Success?
Listen for the warning God gives His people in this passage.
Deut. 8:11-14 (NIV)  Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. [12] Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, [13] and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, [14] then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. … [17]  You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." [18] But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today. 

What were the people to do when they became prosperous in this land?
· be careful not to forget the Lord God

· do not fail to observe His commands, laws, decrees

When things got good (houses, herds and flocks, finances), what could happen?

· their hearts could become proud

· they would forget God and how He brought them out of Egypt

· they would forget how He rescued them out of slavery

· they would claim they had done these things on their own … their own power, strength, wisdom

Why are prosperous times more dangerous to our loyalty to God than difficult times?

· in difficult times we cry out to God for His help

· in good times, we forget to be thankful and to constantly remember that He is the source of all these good things

· our loyalty shifts over to ourselves and away from God

Why are difficult times also potentially dangerous?

· we become bitter

· we become discouraged and give up

· we can struggle with depression

Consider Proverbs 30:8b-9 (NLT)  give me neither poverty nor riches! Give me just enough to satisfy my needs. [9] For if I grow rich, I may deny you and say, "Who is the Lord?" And if I am too poor, I may steal and thus insult God's holy name. 

What can we do to help us constantly remember that God is the ultimate provider of everything we have?
· specifically thank Him each day for what He has provided

· actively look for ways in which He blesses you each day

· safety in travel

· physical and emotional strength for your job

· beauty of God’s creation around you everywhere

· answers to the prayers you have prayed

· read and heed God’s words to you … daily
4. Application
4.1 What best describes your current situation?   Hardship?  Uncertainty? Prosperity?

· based on our lesson today, in what ways can you respond to your current situation that will show your loyalty to God

· praise and thanksgiving

· declaration of your trust

· tell Him your frustrations, your despair

4.2 This week, practice remembering all the great and wonderful things God did which are described in scripture

· also note the wonderful things He has done for you

· start with your salvation

· continue on with His daily provision

· then tell Him you are trusting Him for whatever comes your way in the future

4.3 Most of us have a legal last will and testament for the disposition of our wealth after we are gone.   As a devotional exercise, write a spiritual will in the form of a message which is a description of how you feel about wealth and success.
· think about the sequence of events that brought you to where you are right now

· write down how you see God’s hand in what has transpired

· communicate things you would want your children and grandchildren to know about God’s faithfulness in meeting all your needs
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