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Promise of Restoration



1. Motivate

Suppose the only Bibles left in the USA were the few that are present in our classroom here today.  All other Bibles have been destroyed, no more may be printed, and Government agents are waiting outside our building to collect these when we are done today.   If this scenario were true, what differences would it make to us, to our daily lives, to our church, to our nation?

· we would try to write down all the scripture we had memorized

· we might try to hide what we have (everyone sneak out some pages inside your clothes)

· we could pool our memories to recreate more verses

· we would wish we had memorized more

· some teachers, preachers would have less sources from which to prepare

· teaching of God's word would dwindle

· when people do not hear preaching, they cannot become aware of God's Truth

· agnostics and atheists would be glad

· we would not be able to so easily go to God's word for counsel, for encouragement, for guidance

2. Transition

How might such a situation be considered God's judgment on a nation?

· if you ignore or reject Truth long enough, God might well take it away

· our souls need spiritual “food” – without God's word we begin to starve

· culture begins to be more and more ungodly

( Today we see both this situation as God's Judgment and …

· we also see hope beyond judgment

3. Bible Study

3.1 Severity of Judgment

Listen for descriptions which indicate just how desperate the people were.

Amos 8:11-12  "The days are coming," declares the Sovereign LORD,  "when I will send a famine through the land--not a famine of food or a thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the words of the LORD.  [12] Men will stagger from sea to sea and wander from north to east, searching for the word of the LORD,  but they will not find it.

What kind of famine was coming?

· not a famine of food

· not a famine of drought

· rather a famine of hearing the words of Jehovah

What words show the desperation of  the people during this famine?

· men will stagger from sea to sea

· the wander from north to east

· they search for the word of the Lord … but they do not find it
Why do people often seek God in difficult times but are indifferent to Him in prosperous times?

· when times are good we think we are the source of our on prosperity

· we take the good times for granted 

· God is blessing because I deserve it

· when adversity comes, we are suddenly aware of our own inabilities to cope

What elements of our life do we sometimes take for granted until we are some how separated from them?

· family members

· good neighbors

· a favorite place to shop

· the family pet

· a faithful employee or a good boss

How do you deal with the separation?

· we grieve

· we think a lot about them, wish we could bring them back

· we try to find a replacement

· we wish we had been nicer to them

Consider examples of God's people seeking after Him but unable to hear from Him … what words describe the inability to communicate with God?

1 Samuel 28:15 Samuel said to Saul, "Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?" "I am in great distress," Saul said. "The Philistines are fighting against me, and God has turned away from me. He no longer answers me, either by prophets or by dreams. So I have called on you to tell me what to do."  

Ezekiel 7:26 Calamity upon calamity will come, and rumor upon rumor. They will try to get a vision from the prophet; the teaching of the law by the priest will be lost, as will the counsel of the elders.  

Micah 3:6-7 Therefore night will come over you, without visions, and darkness, without divination.  The sun will set for the prophets,  and the day will go dark for them.  [7]     The seers will be ashamed and the diviners disgraced. They will all cover their faces         because there is no answer from God."

We should be challenged by  Isaiah 55:6 (  Seek the LORD while he may be found;         call on him while he is near.  

3.2 Inevitability of Judgment

Listen for Amos’ descriptions of God's greatness.

Amos 9:5-10 The Lord, the LORD Almighty,  he who touches the earth and it melts,         and all who live in it mourn--the whole land rises like the Nile, then sinks like the river of Egypt--  [6] he who builds his lofty palace in the heavens and sets its foundation on the earth, who calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out over the face of the land--        the LORD is his name. [7] "Are not you Israelites the same to me as the Cushites?" 

declares the LORD. "Did I not bring Israel up from Egypt, the Philistines from Caphtor         and the Arameans from Kir?  [8] "Surely the eyes of the Sovereign LORD are on the sinful kingdom. I will destroy it from the face of the earth--yet I will not totally destroy         the house of Jacob," declares the LORD.  [9] “For I will give the command, and I will shake the house of Israel among all the nations as grain is shaken in a sieve, and not a pebble will reach the ground.  [10] All the sinners among my people will die by the sword, all those who say, 'Disaster will not overtake or meet us.'  

What descriptions of God's greatness are seen here?

· the Lord God of hosts

· he touches the land and it melts – just a touch is all God needs to bring destruction

· God has not only the power to create and build up, but also the power to bring judgment of destruction

( Amos is setting the stage for God's ability to carry out the judgment against nations and people who sin and rebel

How might we paraphrase verse 7 in a single statement?

· God works in the history of other nations besides Israel

· God is concerned and active in the lives of all peoples, not just Israel

· Israel is special to God but so are other peoples

· Other nations were moved to new lands as were Israel

What was the point God is trying to make here?

· Israel thinks it is a special nation

· it thinks it doesn’t need to worry about judgment, punishment from God

· Israel is not the only nation in which God has an interest or pays attention to

· Israel is not immune from God's judgment when they rebel and disobey

How might churches today demonstrate a similar attitude?

· our denomination has the inside track with God

· those other guys will be in heaven but we’ll be on the main gold street

· those other denominations just don’t preach much truth, it’s watered down

· those other churches push a social gospel – we’re the ones out there winning souls

· those liberal groups aren’t really very spiritual

· those ultra conservatives are bound up in works

How about individuals – how can we demonstrate that kind of attitude?

· I’m not as bad as that guy

· Sure, I could be better but I’m doing pretty good

· I’m in church every Sunday!

· I’ve never killed anyone, I don’t even beat my spouse or kick my dog

Is there any glimmer of hope in this passage?

· note the part of verse 8, I will destroy it from the face of the earth--yet I will not totally destroy the house of Jacob," declares the LORD
· It also talks about sifting them in a sieve – the remnant is either remaining in the sieve or the ones that get through (depending on how you interpret it)

3.3 Promise of Blessings

Listen for imagery which describes the promise of blessings which eventually follow the judgment.

Amos 9:11-15 "In that day I will restore David's fallen tent. I will repair its broken laces,         restore its ruins, and build it as it used to be,  [12] so that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations that bear my name," declares the LORD, who will do these things.  [13] "The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when the reaper will be overtaken by the plowman and the planter by the one treading grapes. New wine will drip from the mountains and flow from all the hills.  [14]  I will bring back my exiled people Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them. They will plant vineyards and drink their wine; they will make gardens and eat their fruit.  [15] I will plant Israel in their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I have given them," says the LORD your God.

What words or phrases does Amos use to describe the promise of blessings to come?

· restore David’s fallen tent

· repair, restore, build it as it used to be

· reaper overtaken by plowman

· planter overtaken by the one treading grapes

· new wine will drip from the mountains

· bring back exile, rebuild cities

· plant, drink, make gardens, eat

Note the most important phrase ( I will plant Israel in their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I have given them

What is God's purpose in this restoration?

· demonstrate His power and authority

· put Israel in place for the birth and redemptive ministry of Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the Sent One

· ultimately to bring history to its culmination in the 2nd Coming of Christ

How might we apply this to our own experiences of brokenness?  What kinds of brokenness does He repair in our lives?

· broken relationships (marital, parent-child)

· spiritual failings, sin in our lives

· addictive habits

· abusive experiences

· failed job situations

· financial reverses

· a testing time – like that of Job

What kinds of blessings result when God restores us?

· realize our need for God in our lives

· realize our own limitations

· realize God's love and faithfulness

· restoration to better situations than we had before (recall Job’s experiences)

How can we minister to someone who is experiencing brokenness?

· faithful prayer support

· share their grief, their pain

· remain their friends even when they are excluded by others

· be willing to listen to them

· also be willing to point them to Truth, even when it hurts

· constantly remind them of God's love, God's power, God's desire for their good

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Consider that famine of God's Words that Amos prophesied … Consider how well you take advantage of opportunities to hear from God

· Study God's Word more consistently

· Allow Him to strengthen your spiritual life

4.2 Allow God to examine your life – are you depending on your religious activities or church membership to earn God's favor?

· God wants an ongoing relationship with you

· God wants your trust, your dependence on  Him

· God wants your submission, your obedience

· God wants to restore you when you fail Him

4.3 Consider the blessings and/or hard times you are currently experiencing as you walk in fellowship with Him.

· Focus on what lessons of faith you are learning in these situations

· God's purpose in judgment is redemptive … beyond judgment is hope of restoration

· He may be inspiring you to take certain actions as a result of your experiences

· Commit to take whatever steps God is leading you to take

Consider the imagery:


land so productive that planting and reaping merge


so much crop it is spilled out on ground
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