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Preparing the Way



1. Motivate

What are some traditions around your home that get you ready for the holidays?

· put up decorations

· bake a lot of cookies

· special meal for certain days

· go out and cut a fresh Christmas tree

· go shopping together

· picture with Santa

· visit relatives, have relatives come visit you

· hope for snow

· have a big poster with little windows to open, one for each day counting to Christmas

2. Transition

( Today we learn about some people who had a part in getting people ready for the coming of the Messiah

( We look at how we can prepare people to come to know Jesus

3. Bible Study

3.1 Keep Your Relationship Growing

Listen for facts you can learn about Zechariah and Elizabeth.

Luke 1:5-7 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron.  [6] Both of them were upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord's commandments and regulations blamelessly.  [7] But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well along in years.  

	Zechariah
	Elizabeth

	· a priest

· division of Abijah

· upright in God's sight

· observed all God's commandments

· blameless
	· also a descendant of Aaron

· upright, blameless

· no children, she was barren

· both were “well along in years”


What kinds of things help people keep themselves “upright in God's sight”

· obedience

· observing God's commandments

· close walk with God

· consistent and frequent communication with  God

· sensitive to God's Spirit – prompting, guiding, directing

How had God prepared them for the role they were to have (parents of the John the Baptist)?

· their heritage (both born of priestly tribe)

· given them a desire, motivated them to be obedient, godly

· given them a persistence to make the right choices

· given them a desire to treasure and nurture a special little baby, someone who would have an important task

3.2 Pray Persistently

Listen for why Zechariah was frightened.

Luke 1:10-15 And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside.  [11] Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.  [12] When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear.  [13] But the angel said to him: "Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John.  [14] He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth,  [15] for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. 

Why was this possibly the most important day in Zechariah’s life?  What was he doing?

· in the Temple 

· his turn to minister in the Holy Place

· burning incense at the altar

· possibly the one time in his life as a priest to minister in this capacity

Why was Zechariah frightened?

· angel appeared

· startled him at first, surprised him

· then he was “gripped” with fear

What was the message from the angel?

· don’t be afraid

· your prayer has been heard

· your wife will bear a son, name him John

· he will be a joy and delight to you, he will cause many to rejoice

· he will be great in the sight of the Lord

In what way was this more than an answer to Zechariah’s prayer?

· this baby was to be far more than just another little Jewish boy

· this child was to grow up with a significant role in preparing the way for Jesus, the Messiah

How does God sometimes surprise us?

· how He answers prayer

· when the answer to prayer is far more than what we expected

· sudden events in our lives that are turning points

· special blessings we didn’t expect

· unfortunately, we are sometimes surprised when He answers prayer

Consider what this part of the story tells us about persistence in prayer.

· Zechariah’s and Elizabeth’s faithfulness was expressed in their praying for a son

· True prayer is persistent

· It its communion with a personal God, the relationship expressed over and over

· We always have things for which to thank God

· Real needs in our lives, in lives of others make it necessary for petitions, intercessions to be expressed repeatedly

Consider what things you have been praying for a long time … 

( God wants our faith and trust which is ongoing, continuous

3.3 Be Ready to Believe

Listen for the “I am” phrases in this passage.

Luke 1:18-20 Zechariah asked the angel, "How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years."  [19] The angel answered, "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news.  [20] And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their proper time."  

What were the “I am” statements?

· I am an old man

· I am Gabriel

What was the significance of the two claims?

	Zechariah
	Gabriel

	· I’m old, my wife is old

· what you are saying cannot happen

· no way we can have a child

· you don’t realize what you are saying

· you’ve got to prove to me what you are saying
	· I am the angel/messenger from God
· God, Himself is sending this message

· God's power is at work in this situation

· what will happen does not depend on your personal limitations and frailties


What was the purpose of the angel’s causing an inability to speak?

· Zechariah had asked for a sign – “How can I be sure?”

· It was a rebuke or punishment for the measure of unbelief expressed

What are some things which God promises us that we have a hard time accepting?

· His constant and sufficient supply

· His healing power

· promises for answer to prayer

· His working in the lives of people for which we are concerned

How does God communicate to us to convince us He is really revealing Himself to us?

· repeated exposure to verses/concepts on a certain topic (Sunday School, morning message, radio program)

· sequence of events which tie together to get God's point across

· comments or exhortations by someone along with events and Scripture

· God's Holy Spirit works in our mind and our emotions, convincing/convicting

Note the contrast between the occasional doubts/questions of believers and the continuous doubts of the unsaved.

	Believers
	Unsaved

	· ask God for help in their times of doubt

· normal stance of a believer is one of faith

· when we ask for a sign, we are open to what God communicates
	· widespread and continuous attitude of doubt

· normal stance of unbeliever is one of doubt

· when asking for a sign, they usually reject the sign – only ask for more


( Doubt is normal for unbelievers

( Doubt should be abnormal for believers

3.4 Look for What God is Doing

Listen for what Zechariah says about John, about the Messiah.

Luke 1:66-69 Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, "What then is this child going to be?" For the Lord's hand was with him.  [67] His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:  [68] "Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,  because he has come and has redeemed his people.  [69] He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David  …  And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;  for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,  [77] to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins,  [78] because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven  [79] to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace."

	John
	Jesus, the Messiah

	· a prophet of the Most High

· will prepare the way for Messiah

· give people knowledge of salvation
	· a redeemer

· a horn of salvation

· the rising sun will come to us from heaven

· will shine on those in darkness

· will guide our feet into the path of peace


Think about the role that this one old man played in God's redemptive plan.

· he was faithful in obedience and service

· God gave he and his wife the responsibility of raising a son that would play an important role in Jesus’ earthly ministry

· he communicated  to others by the words in this passage what God was doing

What is God doing today to bring the knowledge of salvation to people?  What role are we to play in God's redemptive plan?

· we are to prepare the way

· we are to bring the knowledge of salvation to unbelievers

· God's Word is to be preached, communicated

· The Gospel message is to be told to everyone, everywhere

· we have the Great Commission – “As you are going to the whole world, teach the Good news, baptize, make disciples”

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Zechariah and Elizabeth were upright, faithful

· God calls us to faithfulness, no matter what our age

· Young or old, we are to live in obedience and faith 

· Our walk and talk with God must be an ongoing lifestyle that is observable by others

4.2 For what have you been praying for some time?

· God honors our ongoing and persistent trust and prayers

· Remember those folks mentioned in Hebrews 11 who honored God with their faith but did not see the results of their faith in this life

· Hebrews 12 pictures them in the grandstands of heaven, watching the results of their faith and ours

4.3 When you feel like doubting, tell God about it – ask Him to help you trust Him more.

· He might not have an angel appear to you, but He can certainly direct your thinking 

· He can point you to Scripture passages, expose you to preaching and teaching you need to hear

4.4 Be looking for God's hand, working to accomplish His purposes – be ready to be an instrument or tool to be used by God for His glory

· how can you prepare the way for someone else to come to Jesus

· what part can you take in communicating the Gospel message to a neighbor, to a relative, to someone halfway around the world?
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