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Praying With Humility



1. Motivate

Recall the prayer of Jabez … 1 Chron. 4:10 Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, "Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain." And God granted his request.

Consider the last phrase … And God granted his request.   What other details would you like to know about God's answer to Jabez?

· how did God enlarge his territory … land, responsibility, influence, political power?

· what harm happened from which Jabez was protected

· what kind of pain did he avoid

· what pain was he freed from

· what kind of blessings did he encounter

· when did God do this … all at once?   over a period of time? 

· how long did it happen, how often?

What does this list remind us of what we struggle with in prayer?
· how is God going to answer?  the way I think it should be? 

· something less?    something more?

· when will He answer?

· all at once?  over a period of time?
2. Transition

Solomon asked God for an answer to his prayers … but God did not choose to answer right away

( Today we look at Solomon’s experience – we seek encouragement and persistence in prayer

3. Bible Study

3.1 In His Time

Listen for what construction projects were going on and described in this passage.
2 Chron. 7:11-12 When Solomon had finished the temple of the LORD and the royal palace, and had succeeded in carrying out all he had in mind to do in the temple of the LORD and in his own palace,  [12] the LORD appeared to him at night and said:  "I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for myself as a temple for sacrifices.  

What two construction projects are mentioned here?

· construction of the temple

· construction of Solomon’s palace

Elsewhere we are told that 13 years elapsed between two completion dates

When the Temple was dedicated, Solomon made a lengthy prayer of dedication, asking God to make this His dwelling place.  
God did show an answer partially, 2 Chron. 7:1 When Solomon finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple
How do you think Solomon might have felt during that time, waiting for a complete answer?

· Maybe the fire from heave was all we get

· God forgot

· God might not approve of what we did 

· Maybe God is upset that we spent too much money on the palace
Why do you think God would wait 13 years to answer Solomon’s prayer?

· wanted to see demonstration of Solomon’s and the people’s faithfulness

· wants the people to realize their need for obedience, submission

· God is sovereign, does as He pleases

· in some cases we are not meant to know “why”

· it is not forgetfulness, nor is it capriciousness on God's part

How has God proven His time table to be different from yours in answered prayer?

· praying for financial needs

· praying for physical healing

· praying for salvation of loved one

· praying for church growth

· praying for a new job

· prayer about family relationships

· prayer about political events

· prayer for children, grandchildren and their relationships, their futures
3.2 On His Terms

Listen for potential natural disasters which would be results of disobedience.
2 Chron. 7:13-16   "When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people,  [14] if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.  [15] Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place.  [16] I have chosen and consecrated this temple so that my Name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there.  

What are the natural disasters?
( no rain, locusts, plague
The writer now specifies an if-then statement … a condition-result statement. 

To whom is the statement addressed?

· my people

· people called by my name

God answers prayer in His time and now we see on His terms, His conditions … what are the four conditions?

· humble yourself
· pray

· seek God’s face

· turn from your wicked ways

What is required to “humble” oneself?

· not trust in your own wisdom

· admit confidence in your own skills, accomplishments, possessions, positions will fail

· realize your own limitations

· be honest in assessment of your own resources

Why do you think humility is necessary for God to answer our prayers?  How does attitude affect our prayer life?
· if you are proud, you are still trusting in your own strength

· that means you could be saying, “I don’t really need you” to God

· it means you could be saying, “God can’t do this one, I’m on my own”

· it is basically NOT an attitude of faith

Consider the meaning of  to “seek God's face”?

· it is a conscious act by a person with a specific goal in mind

· implies searching for something that is absent

· pursuing the presence of God
· implies much more than, “Hey God, if you’re out there …”

· like when we want attention from a business

· we want to talk to the manager, face to face – nothing less will do

· What a concept … God wants us to come straight to the top!!!

What are the results when we meet God's conditions?
· God hears from heaven

· God forgives sin

· God heals the land

When God “hears” it means more than sound vibrating someone’s eardrums

· it implies that God is acting upon our prayers

· God is doing something

Note that God deals with both the cause and the results of problems.
	Personal Sin
	Disasters

	· sins forgiven

· God declares us righteous

· we are no longer God's enemies
	· our land is healed

· the rain, locusts, and plague are taken care of

· the judgments of God are removed


How might this affect people at a family level if they met the conditions listed above?
· relationships healed

· children back on track

· stability, unity

· finances in order

· God is honored and glorified by what is said and done in the home

How might this affect people within a local church body if the met the four conditions?

· lack of infighting, politics

· harmony, working together

· having a positive outreach into the community

· people being ministered to

· people finding Christ as savior

· young people being called into the ministry, into missions

· gifts of the Spirit being demonstrated, the Body of Christ being edified

3.3 With Obedience Expected

In this passage there are two if-then clauses and a contrast with a “but” to find.
2 Chron. 7:17-22   "As for you, if you walk before me as David your father did, and do all I command, and observe my decrees and laws,  [18] I will establish your royal throne, as I covenanted with David your father when I said, 'You shall never fail to have a man to rule over Israel.'  [19]   "But if you turn away and forsake the decrees and commands I have given you and go off to serve other gods and worship them,  [20] then I will uproot Israel from my land, which I have given them, and will reject this temple I have consecrated for my Name. I will make it a byword and an object of ridicule among all peoples.  [21] And though this temple is now so imposing, all who pass by will be appalled and say, 'Why has the LORD done such a thing to this land and to this temple?'  [22] People will answer, 'Because they have forsaken the LORD, the God of their fathers, who brought them out of Egypt, and have embraced other gods, worshiping and serving them--that is why he brought all this disaster on them.' "

Note that God is addressing Solomon personally … what is the first if-then statement (the “then” is implied)?

The if:

· walk before me as your father David did

· do all I command

· observe my decrees and laws

The then:

· I will establish your throne … your descendants will continue to rule

The contrast is the downside of what happens if Solomon does not obey God … another if-then clause:
The if:

· turn away

· forsake decrees and commands

· go off to serve other gods, worship them

The then:

· I will uproot Israel from the my land

· I will reject this temple

· it will be a byword, an object of ridicule

· everyone will say, “this mess is all due to their forsaking God”

How is our obedience related to prayer?

· God will respond the same way to how we obey Him

· If we are rebellious and disobedient He will not answer prayer

What could be the parallel of how God deals with us when we are rebellious?

· out of fellowship with God

· If our bodies are His temple, we would be defaming His name

· we have no respect with the world, claiming we are Christians

· we lose any influence for the good of the Kingdom, the Rule of God

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 What prayers have you been taking to God for months, for years?

· Know that God answers prayers in His time 

· His timing is better than ours

· Continue to declare to Him your trust in His love, His power, His sufficiency for those particular requests

· This honors Him just as much as our praise when He answers them … in His timing

4.2 Prayer must be offered in humility and repentance … Pray with David    “Forgive my hidden faults.  [13] Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression. [14] May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.” (Ps. 19)
4.3 Know that God expects obedience from those who pray

· God blesses obedience, warns of disobedience

· Consider what disobedience might be in your life, hindering God's blessing and answers to prayer
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