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Once and Future Life

1. Motivate

Think of  a time when you lived in temporary housing … college dorm, military service, church retreat, waiting for the moving van, etc.   What kinds of feelings do you have in that situation?
· lack of feeling of permanence

· sometimes an adventure, sometimes a pain

· can’t find your stuff
· lack of privacy

· feeling cramped, crowded

· your style is cramped

· not able to really relax

· family on edge, fussy

2. Transition

Today ( we look at how our life’s existence on earth is compared to “temporary housing”
· We study Paul’s teaching about how this life is not the end

· We consider the truth of life with God beyond death

3. Bible Study

3.1 Death is Not the End

Listen for what is revealed that keeps us from losing heart.
2 Cor. 4:16-18 (NIV) Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. [17] For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. [18] So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

What kinds of reasons does Paul tell us why we should not lose heart over life’s problems?
· we are being renewed day by day

· our troubles are light and momentary

· our momentary troubles achieve an eternal glory

· this eternal glory outweighs all troubles

· we can focus on the unseen, eternal things, despite the temporary problems

List all the contrasting words and phrases in the passage.

	· outwardly wasting away

· light, momentary troubles

· don’t focus on what we see

· temporary

· seen
	· inwardly being renewed

· eternal glory outweighs them

· fix eyes on unseen (by faith)

· eternal

· unseen


What kinds of labels could you give to the two columns?

	· physical life

· mortal life

· death
	· eternal life

· spiritual life

· life


Why do you think it is so easy for believers to forget about the eternal and focus or concentrate on the temporary?
· we are bombarded with the physical or temporal elements of our lives

· our lives are very busy with work, kids, commuting, doctoring, school, etc.

· we must consciously choose to focus on spiritual things, on trusting the Lord

What can we do to “see the unseen” and focus by faith on the eternal?

· go to God’s Word

· memorize scripture – make it permanent in your mind

· listen to, sing along with hymns, gospel songs, worship songs

· talk to God on a regular basis

How can believers help one another as we deal with daily struggles of our temporal lives and the “wasting away” Paul talks about?

· praying for one another  (right there when you are talking with someone – in the store, on the phone, standing in the church lobby, etc.)

· offering sincere words of concern and encouragement

· when you see a need that you could help meet, go into action

3.2 Long for Something Better
What are some drawbacks of living in a tent?

· can easily be too cold or too hot

· hard to keep the rain out

· hard to keep clean

· not much room for doing anything

· easily broken into by thieves or forest creature

Listen for elements of  “tent living” that make Paul “groan.”
2 Cor. 5:1-5 (NIV) Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. [2] Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, [3] because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. [4] For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. [5] Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

Consider that many people still enjoy camping in a tent even with its uncertainty and discomforts.   How is this like appreciating our life on earth while waiting (groaning) for heaven?
· God made us to have “abundant” life here

· God has given us many blessings that are part of this life

· it is all we know for sure … faith in the unknown is not always easy

How does the reality of heaven make this life both better while we are here and not to be missed when we are gone?

· that which God has prepared is so much better than we will ever have here

· we have something to look forward to (recall the anticipation of Christmas or birthday)

· heaven (in our future) is just as real as the tangible existence we have right now

· we can know that death is not an end, it is a transition to something better

· the reality is that those who are with the Lord now are the “lucky” ones … they are better off than we who are left behind

Find the two times Paul uses the word “groan.”  According to the passage, what kinds of things make him feel this way?

· he longs to be clothed with a heavenly dwelling

· we are in an earthly tent which is being destroyed

· we are burdened

· our mortality
This “groaning” is not whining but more of a “sigh” due to a condition from which one longs to be free … what causes you to groan for heaven?

· loved ones already there

· physical struggles

· the turmoil and chaos in the world today

· being surrounded by evil influences

How can being heavenly minded help you now?

· gives a better sense of perspective of one’s present life versus eternity
· the assurance that the struggles now will be over

· right now we have freedom from the penalty of sin and the power of sin … then we will be free from the presence of sin!

· it motivates your life in the right direction … not off on “secular rabbit trails”
( Someone has said, “be careful not to be so heavenly minded that you are no earthly good!”

Consider how the person of God’s Holy Spirit is a “down payment” in the Christian life for the promise of heaven.
· It is similar to the down payment we might make on something we purchase … we give a substantial financial amount to show our serious intent to buy

· His personal presence in our lives is a promise of the experiences and relationships which will come in the future

· His power is at work in our lives now in a spiritual sense

· God’s presence will be literal when we are in heaven

· God’s Spirit gives us power to defeat sin while we live in our mortal bodies

· He will actually free us from the presence of sin when we are with Him in heaven

3.3 Prepare for Death
Once again, look for contrasting words and phrases.
2 Cor. 5:6-10 (NIV)  Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. [7] We live by faith, not by sight. [8] We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. [9] So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. [10] For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

For each of the phrases on the left, look for a contrasting phrase to match it.
	1. At home in the body

2. Away from the Lord

3. Walk by faith

4. Done … good or bad
	· out of the body

· at home with the Lord

· walk … by sight

· before … Christ … repaid


How does Paul mean in this passage that believers are “away from the Lord”?
· still physically alive

· not yet separated from our mortal bodies and present with the Lord in heaven

What kind of attitude does Paul seem to have about being “out of the body and at home with the Lord”?

· that is his preference

· won’t need faith any more … we will see and experience first hand our salvation

· he won’t be burdened with the problems of his physical body

· anticipated rewards for deeds of service

· caused him to work to please the Lord (both while in the body and then eventually separated from the body)

What are some ways that we can “make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it”?

· in the strength of the Holy Spirit live a victorious Christian life
· obey God’s commands

· minister to others in Christ’s name

· share the good news of the Gospel with the unsaved

· daily communication with God … reading His Word, talking to Him

· worship Him, praise Him, declare your thanks

Paul mentions living or walking by faith … what do you think that means?

· believing what God says

· receiving His promises as personal

· depending on God for daily needs … big things and little things

· obeying Him and depending on His strength to carry out that obedience

4. Application
4.1 You may have made specific plans for your own funeral … purchased a plot, picked out a casket, specified part of the service.  Think about planning for your spiritual experience beyond the grave
· laying up treasures in heaven

· investing your life in spiritual ventures

· spending your resources in the here and now on activities that affect the future

4.2 Create a bookmark

· use the truths from today’s lesson to write a saying or sentence

· express a believer’s healthy response to death

· write a saying that would leave a legacy of faith and hope for anyone who sees it

· keep the bookmark to remind you that no matter what circumstances you face today, God wants to comfort you with the hope of a better, eternal life ahead

4.3 If God has given you peace and comfort when you lost a loved one, consider other believers who have recently dealt with the death of someone close to them

· think of ways that you can offer encouragement and help

· go with them somewhere for a meal

· write them a note

· call them and ask if there is any help they need (transportation, yard work, or just someone to listen to them) 
You might pause right now to pray for some specific needs of people in your class
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