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Obedience to God's Call



1. Motivate

When you plan a trip what kinds of plans do you make?

· the route

· where you will stay, where you stop

· what clothes to take

· what equipment do you need along the way

· how long you will be gone

· stop the paper, the mail delivery

· how do you take care of bills that come due while you are gone

· do you need a passport, a visa?

· how early must tickets be purchased?

2. Transition

Today we look at  missionary trip take by Paul and Barnabus

· where did they go?

· why did they go?

· what did they do?

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Call and the Commission

Listen for how the Antioch church was a good model for what a church should be.

Acts 13:1-3 In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul.  [2] While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them."  [3] So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.  

What is stated in this passage about this church which suggests it is a good example of a church?

· prophets

· teachers

· specific people named who were so known

· a leader from a famous political family

· They worshiped, fasted

· they received specific message from God, obeyed it

· they commissioned and sent out missionaries

Who was called to a specific ministry assignment

· Paul 

· Barnabus

Who did the calling? 


( God

Who did NOT do the calling?  
( The church

What did the church do?

( the commissioning

How does a person recognize a call to be a missionary?

· deep conviction

· impact of a specific sermon or challenge

· a verse or passage makes a deep impression on you

· deep burden for a specific people or country who needs the Lord

· knowledge of the need, the capacity to fulfill that need

· God opens doors

· specific request from a mission organization for capabilities you may have

What is involved in the commissioning of a missionary

· a dedicatory service

· a promise by the church to support by prayer and giving

· a public and united prayer of God's special blessing

· setting the person(s) apart for God's special task

· all parties commit before God and one another to do their own individual part in spreading the Gospel message

3.2 The Mission and the Missionaries

Listen for the specific place in each city where they shared their message.

Acts 13:4-6 The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus.  [5] When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues. John was with them as their helper.  [6] They traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. Acts 13:13-16 From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left them to return to Jerusalem.  [14] From Perga they went on to Pisidian Antioch. On the Sabbath they entered the synagogue and sat down.  [15] After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the synagogue rulers sent word to them, saying, "Brothers, if you have a message of encouragement for the people, please speak."  [16] Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and said: "Men of Israel and you Gentiles who worship God, listen to me!  

What opportunity in each city did Paul and Barnabus use to share the Gospel? 

· Sabbath gathering

· in the synagogue

What was the advantage of using this setting to declare the Gospel message?

· as a traveling rabbi, Paul had every right and expectation to receive a hearing in a Sabbath service

· There were also sympathetic Gentiles (proselytes, God fearers) who would be interested

· The Jewish congregations were looking for the Messiah

· Paul had good news that Jesus was the Messiah

· Gentiles would be excited that they were to be included in the Body of Believers

Missionaries today use a variety of strategies for outreach

· ESL classes

· print ministries

· radio, TV outreach

· clinics, medical outreach

· Christian schools

· Seed money, training for helping people begin to support themselves economically (craft manufacture, animal husbandry)

· cooking classes

· marriage encounters

· summer camps

· relief ministries

Pray for those who seek to find God's open doors for new and effective ways of reaching out to people who are both financially, physically, and especially spiritually needy

What problem was mentioned about the traveling ministry team? 

( John returned to Jerusalem

What might have been the reason?

	Possible Reason
	Ways to prevent

	· sickness

· culture adjustment problems

· homesick

· disagreement about strategy, leadership within the team

· ran out of money
	· faithful, continuing prayer support

· write letters

· email

· faithful financial support

· occasional $ extra gift



Note ( These are exactly the same kind of problems faced by missionaries today – how can the commissioning churches help to prevent some of these problems?

3.3 The Message and the Response

Listen for the Old Testament doctrine of missions.

Acts 13:47-48 For this is what the Lord has commanded us: 'I have made you a light for the Gentiles,  that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.'"  [48] When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed.  

What is the Old Testament reference Paul quoted?  Who was it talking about?

· last half of Is 49:6

· Jesus is the Light to the Gentiles

So what is the Old Testament doctrine of missions?

· God intended to reach out to all peoples with salvation

· The Jewish nation was the “vehicle”, not the “destination” of God's plan

· All men were lost, God wanted to provide redemption for all men

Why would the Gentiles in Paul’s audiences be specifically glad about what Paul was saying?

· they realized they did not have to become Jews to find favor with God

· God was communicating to them that He intended to include them and now it was made possible

Consider the influence that Paul’s emphasis and conviction on outreach to Gentiles has had on Christian missions?

· the church cannot be an exclusive club which shuts people out
· the church must continuously reach out to new groups who have not heard the Good News

· the message about faith in Christ is not specific to any denomination or any culture – it applies to any culture and society

The believers in the early churches (Jerusalem, Antioch) may not have initially had the vision that God gave Paul –  they were not overly excited about including Gentiles in their congregations.    

What people groups might we be initially reluctant to welcome into a fellowship of faith?  Why?

· other racial groups

· Arabic peoples (given the events of 9/11)           

· Northerners / southerners / etc.




     

( We need to make the same realization as Paul …
     God intends for us to cross cultural and geographical lines with the Good News

3.4 The Return and the Report

Listen for evidence of God's intent for us to cross these boundaries

Acts 14:26-28 From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been committed to the grace of God for the work they had now completed.  [27] On arriving there, they gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.  [28] And they stayed there a long time with the disciples.  

What in these verses indicates that God wants us to cross geographic and cultural boundaries to tell the lost about Jesus?

· they had been specifically called to do this

· they had completed the initial task

· God had worked through their efforts

· God had opened doors for Gentiles to be receptive to the message

Why was it important for Paul and Barnabus to return and give the report of what had happened on their journey?

· verified to believers there that their decision to send them was right

· what they had understood God to be saying was true

· God had answered their prayers

· their donations had been well spent

· communicated the ongoing need for more outreach, further trips

( Same thing is true today 

· missionaries need to make these reports

· churches need to hear and heed what God is doing around the world

· younger generations need to learn what opportunities are available for them to invest their lives in God's ongoing outreach to a needy world

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1  To obtain missions prayer request – call 1-800-888-8657 

4.2 Check these Web sites www.imb.org/vim  or  www.namb.net/vols for missions prayer needs and for opportunities for volunteer work

4.3  Do some Web surfing to find email addresses for some of these missionaries and communicate with them – tell them you are praying for them (and of course be doing so)

4.4 Listen to the urging of the Lord when opportunities come for Missions giving – there’s a lot of folks out there asking for your charity donations (for good causes), but only God's people are going to know about and be sympathetic to missions needs

( you get a lot  of “bang for your buck” with missionary giving! 

( eternal investments with out of this world returns!!!

- we feel threatened or feel animosity 


- because of events or how we were raised
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