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Mary: Unwavering Focus

1. Motivate

What do you enjoy the most about formal or informal dinners? Why?
· good food

· good fellowship

· enjoyment of conversation

· get to see people in their home 

· it often tastes better when someone else is doing the cooking

· enjoy being served

· a good kind of bonding takes place when you “break bread” with someone
2. Transition

Today we look at what happened when Jesus was at a dinner in someone’s home.
· two sisters hosted

· and yet there are two different attitudes demonstrated

3. Bible Study

3.1 Listen to Jesus
Listen for the contrast between the two sisters in the story.
Luke 10:38-42 (NIV)  As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. [39] She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he said. [40] But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!" [41] "Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things, [42] but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her." 

What differing facts do we discover about Mary and Martha, the two sisters?
	Mary
	Martha

	· sat at Jesus feet

· listened to what he said

· Jesus said she had chosen what was better

· what she acquired in listening could not be lost
	· a determined hostess

· distracted by all the preparations

· complained to Jesus that she was having to do the work by herself

· Jesus told her she was worried and upset about too many things


Describe Martha’s to-do list as she might appear in a modern day setting.
· finish gourmet shopping 

· sequence all the different foods so they finish at the same time
· setting the table with best china, finest silverware in the house

· get the different foods into their serving dishes for good “presentation”
· trying to do a little cleanup as you go so the pile in the sink  doesn’t get too high

What appeared to be on Mary’s to-do list?
· make the guest comfortable

· pick his brains on several topics

· learn as much from Jesus as possible

· ask some questions she had been wondering about

· find out Jesus opinion on current event topics

· get advice on some things bothering her

Mary was focused on Jesus … Martha was focused on the activities of the day.  What kinds of things are there in our lives that can overwhelm us and  hinder us being focused on Jesus?

· daily rush of getting the family up and on their way in the morning

· the hectic pace of commuting

· the worry about rising costs (gasoline)

· trying to figure out how sick the kids really are and how to get them in to see a doctor

· both husband and wife working full time jobs

· running the different family members around to their school and sports activities

· keeping up with church events

( Note that most of these things are good things … laudable … they must be done and should be done well.   Martha was doing good things.   
( Mary, focused on Jesus, was doing the best thing.
What kinds of things can we do to help our being focused on Jesus?  How can we take a clue from Mary’s behavior to choose the best?

· make sure to find a time to hear from Jesus every day

· read from God’s Word

· think about ways to apply what it is saying

· consider using drive times or sitting at a stoplight times as opportunities to talk to God 

· when you talk to God, tell him about the things that are overwhelming you

· when you talk to Him, make it a point to thank Him specifically for His blessings

· during church worship times make sure to focus on the meaning of the words of the songs … not on the drums being too loud or the song leader having a nice voice

( As Rick Warren says, it’s all about Jesus … not about me.

3.2 Give Your Best to Jesus
When do we sometimes sacrifice to give a gift?

· Christmas presents for kids

· go in debt to purchase engagement ring

· borrow to be able to give the gift of a college education to kids

· save  up for long time to buy a special birthday gift for spouse

· set aside money to purchase a special wedding gift for your children
Why are we willing to make these kinds of sacrifices?
· our love for the person

· we enjoy seeing their surprise and joy

· it is a trade off … we are willing to give up one thing to make possible something which we think is more important
Listen for a sacrificial gift by Mary.
John 12:1-3 (NIV)  Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. [2] Here a dinner was given in Jesus' honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. [3] Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus' feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 
Who was present at this dinner the week before the crucifixion?  What were they doing?
· Jesus – guest of honor

· Lazarus – one of the dinner party

· Martha – serving

· Mary – pours perfume on Jesus’ feet

Why would this have been a sacrifice for Mary?
· it was a very expensive perfume

· this may have been a gesture that people might think extreme

· she was in danger of criticism from others

In what was this an extreme gift?
· it was extreme in the financial value of the perfume
(probably a year’s worth of wages – say 50 to 80 thousand dollars today)

· it was extreme in the amount of perfume – the whole house was filled with the smell

· she wiped and spread the perfume with her hair (nice ladies did not let hair down)

Why do you think Mary was willing to make these kinds of sacrifices?

· she was very grateful to Jesus for resurrecting her brother

· she was captivated by His teaching

· she sensed His greatness

· she may have realized his impending death … certainly Jesus had been talking about it, although the disciples had not paid attention

What reasons do we have to be grateful to Jesus?

· He has provided our salvation

· He loved us enough to die for us

· He daily provides our needs

Consider that we also should make sacrifices of thanksgiving and adoration …

· to give up one thing to make possible something which we think is more important

· give of our time, talent, and treasure to further ministries of  the Kingdom of God
3.3 Seek the Approval of Jesus
Consider a tough decision you have made recently
· making a large purchase or financial investment

· deciding on a job change and/or moving to a different city

· whether or not to pursue major medical treatment

What makes these decisions difficult?

· you cannot really know for sure what is the best thing to do

· you think you know how things will turn out, but have no guarantee

Listen for reasons why Mary’s decision to give the gift of fragrant oil might have been difficult.

John 12:4-8 (NIV)    But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, [5] "Why wasn't this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages." [6] He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.  [7] "Leave her alone," Jesus replied. "It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. [8] You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me." 

What reasons were given that this was the wrong thing to do?
· was an excessive amount of money 

· it could have been put to better use

· the person making the accusations was the financial director of the group

What do Judas’ reactions show about him and his priorities?

· he was more concerned about money

· he was less concerned about people

· he was materialistic … had no desire to honor or please Jesus

What did Jesus have to say that helped her to know it was the right thing to do, that she had the correct priorities?

· Jesus said they should leaver her alone

· What she had done was a preliminary act in preparation for his coming burial
· she was honoring Him now and later he would not be present to honor in this way

· she had acted when the opportunity was right … didn’t wait for a committee

How can we know that we are making decisions that please Jesus?

· when we make them based on scriptural commands and scriptural principles

· when we pray for God’s guidance

· when we are sensitive to the urgings of God’s Holy Spirit

· when we receive wise counsel from godly Christians

· when God opens doors of opportunity
4. Application

4.1 We have many opportunities to choose good and bad things to do.  Usually these are fairly easy decisions …  There are also often opportunities to choose between good and best activities.

· Ask God to help you be able to make the distinction between good and best

· Consider that an appreciation for financial or materialistic values is good, but an appreciation for human values is usually best
4.2 Ask God to show you barriers that would keep you from focusing completely on Him each day

· too much attention to TV, other forms of entertainment

· too much business in our lives and not enough time for Jesus

4.3 We can and  should celebrate what Christ has done in our lives

· as a congregation, as a small group Bible fellowship, as a family

· we can use this as an opportunity to show others who Jesus is and what he means to us
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