8/20/06
Making a Difference in the World

1. Motivate

List some spices which you use often to enhance your cooking …
· salt

· pepper

· cinnamon

· nutmeg

· parsley, sage, rosemary, and thyme (also the name of an old song!)

· red pepper

· garlic

· mustard

· dill

Which of these do you think is the most important?  ( probably salt

2. Transition

Today ( We will look at what Jesus says about how the Christian is to be “salt” to the world … and how we can 

· be an influence and on the people around us and

· influence our culture in general
3. Bible Study

3.1 Separate Yourself from the World
Listen for five rhetorical questions Paul asks.

2 Cor. 6:14-7:1 (NIV)  Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? [15] What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? [16] What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people."  [17] "Therefore come out from them  and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing,  and I will receive you." [18] "I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty." [7:1] Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. 

The questions contrasted two things in each case … list the two sides of the questions
	· righteousness

· light

· Christ

· believer

· temple of God
	· wickedness

· darkness

· Belial (Satan, worthlessness)

· unbeliever

· idols


These questions emphasize the instruction that believers should not be “yoked together” with unbelievers … in what way might people be “yoked” together?
· marriage or serious dating

· business partners

· best friends

What kinds of things would a too close relationship with an unbeliever influence in a Christian’s life?

· language used (from cusswords to just plain coarse talk)
· jokes told

· attitudes about the opposite sex

· honesty or lack thereof in business

· risk taking in business

· entertainment (movies, live shows, gambling)

What kinds of problems can these influences cause?
· not be understood by such associates – they have a different life view
· could incorrectly influence young believers that it is OK to have such a close relationship to an unbeliever

· hurt our testimony … other unbelievers see no difference between what we claim and the way we live

In what practical ways can we live out Paul’s instruction without going off and living in a monastery somewhere?  

· we live in the world but do not allow ourselves to become one of the world

· choose your close friends carefully

· make sure that our work-mates know where we stand early on in the working relationship
· develop a collection of close friends in a church setting (Sunday School, small group Bible-study fellowship, youth groups)

How can we engage nonbelievers to influence them for Christ while remaining separate form the world?

· invite your unsaved acquaintances to your church activities … they invite you to their secular activities

· invite them to your home for a meal or dessert – let them see how a Christian family relates

· become involved in children’s sports teams – coaching, helping, encouraging

· when a new person moves in to your neighborhood, be the first to welcome them on move in day with a plate of cookies and some cool drinks

· walk your neighborhood and pray for your neighbors as you walk … when you meet them outside tell them what you are doing and ask if there’s anything specific you can pray for (everyone has something they’re burdened about)

3.2 Let God Use You
Listen for Paul’s statement that could at first sound like insults to the believers in Corinth, but is not.
1 Cor. 1:26-31 (NIV)  Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. [27] But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. [28] He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, [29] so that no one may boast before him. [30] It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. [31] Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord." 

What characteristics does Paul list about the Corinthian believers?

· not wise by human standards

· not influential

· not of noble birth

· foolish, weak, lowly, despised

Note the key words in Paul’s comments … “by human standards.”  What do you think is God’s strategy in choosing people not held in high esteem by the world?

· God uses a different standard 

· God looks at not what is on the inside, but what is in the heart

· when good things are accomplished, it is obvious that God has done it, not some clever person

· God wants people who depend on Him … not on themselves … for everything from salvation to accomplishing a daily walk of holiness

How do you think might God respond to a Christian who claims “I’m not qualified to do what you’re asking”?

· you’re right

· I already know that

· I’ll give you the qualifications

· you must depend on Me in this situation

Someone said that the greatest ability is availability.  What are some ways in which you can make yourself available to God for His use?
· check with the church office to see where they need some volunteer help

· join the choir

· sign up for FAITH evangelism training

· help with Wednesday night children’s programs

· see about joining or starting an intercessory prayer ministry in your church

· specifically pray, asking God to open a door of ministry for you
3.3 Be Salt and Light in the World
Listen for both bad and good uses for a light source.
Matthew 5:13-16 (NIV)  "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. [14] "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. [15] Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. [16] In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

What qualities and uses of salt and light make them good metaphors for believers who impact their world for Christ?
	Christians are like Salt
	Christians are like Light

	· enhances the flavor of food/life
· preserves food/culture

· it can act as a healing agent for our bodies/for our culture

· causes thirst -- both physical and spiritual
	· dissipates darkness
· reveals Truth

· enables physical/spiritual sight

· gives guidance


How can Christians lose their “saltiness?”

· corruption with worldly influences (as mentioned at the beginning of the lesson)

· lack of daily communication with God – neglecting the source of the saltiness

· keep it locked up in the “salt shaker” – don’t expose anyone to God’s influence in y our life

What are some ways we can spread “saltiness” around to preserve, heal, cause spiritual thirst?

· be aware of and help out with the needs of others around you

· live a lifestyle that reflects a Christian world view … in contradiction to a secular world view 

· your conversation

· your choice of activities

· even your honesty in playing sports

· how you respond to life’s frustrating events (traffic, ornery neighbors, unreasonable school situations)

What do you think Jesus was meaning when He said, “let your light shine”?
· allow God’s Truth to be communicated through you

· don’t hide who you are (God’s child, Christ’s ambassador)

· be involved in the ministry of bringing people to Jesus

· Jesus is the light source … shining out from us … don’t block God’s working in and through your life

· keep “plugged in” to that source of light
( Your acting like salt and light causes others to give Glory to God!
4. Application
4.1 Think of some ways in which God can depend on you to make a difference in the world this week?
· look for opportunities to share the Gospel message with someone who is spiritually hungry

· don’t gossip about your neighbors foibles … pray for them, pray with them

4.2 What could you do to make yourself more available and more usable to God?

· tell God both your willingness and your reservations
· study and apply God’s Word on a daily basis

· volunteer for outreach ministries available in your church

· get together with someone in your small group Bible study fellowship and invite neighbors in just for the sake of becoming friends … God will open doors of opportunity

4.3 Work on becoming more salty

· consider Who it is that makes you salty

· work on that relationship

· be ready to jump out of the salt shaker when God starts to tip it
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