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Living 3:16  Where God Is at Home

1. Motivate

What foundational truths did you learn in school?
· reading, writing, arithmetic

· how to study

· how to get along with others

· how to pass a course

· if you want a good grade, never insult the teacher!

· the secretaries and janitors run the school

· if you want to learn something, do the homework

2. Transition

Building a life has both an academic foundation and a spiritual foundation.
( Today we look at the spiritual truths that are foundational to our lives
3. Bible Study

3.1 Stand on One Foundation
Listen for two different analogies for the church.
1 Cor. 3:9-11 (NIV)  For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. [10] By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. [11] For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

Paul says he and others are God’s workers … the church is what?
· God’s field

· God’s building

What contributions are made to God’s building … the body of believers … the church?

· Paul laid a foundation

· someone else builds on that foundation

Why is it important to have a solid foundation both in a building and in your faith?

· so you won’t sink

· so you won’t be shaken                when life’s “storms” hit

· so you don’t fall apart

· so you don’t crack up

What kinds of things can be the wrong foundations for spiritual life?

· a salvation based on works

· the charisma of a person (a pastor, an evangelist, a teacher)

· distorted versions of scriptural principles (take any doctrine to excess and it becomes heresy)

· an experience based only on emotion
Paul said the foundation of one’s spiritual life must be Jesus Christ.  How does a Christian worker “build” on that foundation?
· teach/preach on what Jesus said

· model Christian living

· mentor new believers

· exhort, reprove, encourage, edify … use Spiritual Gifts

Why is it important to be careful how you build?
· must back up words with life style – else you are a hypocrite
· must build with right “materials” – scripture based teaching else the “building” will fall apart

· attitude is important – cannot be a dictator or overly authoritarian (not the same as authoritative)  else people are turned off or repelled
Who has God used as builders and architects in your life?

· pastor

· youth worker

· parent

· Sunday school teacher

· fellow student or fellow worker

· a godly neighbor

What were some qualities of good “building practices” you remember of their lives?

· enthusiastic about their faith

· knew what they were talking about

· willing to admit mistakes

· good communicator

· “sold” on living for Jesus

· always willing to do some more “building”

· cooperated with other Christian workers, they complemented each other, they didn’t consider themselves to be in competition

How or for whom might God want you to be a builder or architect?
· children, grandchildren

· neighbor

· a children’s class in the church

· as a helper in a youth ministry

· as an encourager to a new believer following an evangelism outreach

· as a mentor to a young Sunday school teacher
3.2 Build with Lasting Works
Listen for a contrast of “building materials.”
1 Cor. 3:12-17 (NIV)    If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, [13] his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work. [14] If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. [15] If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames. [16] Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? [17] If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple. 


Contrast the two types of materials and how lasting they are.
	Lasting Materials
	Temporary Materials

	· gold

· silver

· costly stones

· tested (purified) by fire

· survives testing

· receive reward
	· wood

· hay

· stubble

· tested (purified) by fire

· will be burned by fire

· suffer loss


Note these are works done by believers.  If we are truly saved by grace, not by works, why do works matter – why be concerned about how good they are?
· works express our salvation

· works do not gain or preserve our salvation

· works are a loving response of obedience to our Savior

· quality in our service to God glorifies Him more than shoddy efforts

What kind of works do you think gold, silver, and costly stones represent in our lives?

· activities that have eternal results

· ministries that change people’s lives

· tasks that have a positive effect on others

What kinds of works do you think wood, hay, and stubble represent?

· things that are done for personal gain (fame or reputation)

· actions done with the wrong motive 

· ministries which are thin on spiritual substance and heavy on self

· things which have no lasting impact for the Kingdom of God
Paul says “you are God’s temple.”  What can you be doing to honor the presence of God’s Spirit within your life?

· behave in ways that honor Him

· use language that glorifies Him, not offend Him

· go places where He would be pleased and feel at home

· learn to live without griping, have a more positive attitude

· talk to God, pay attention when He speaks through Scripture or your conscience

As a Small Group Bible Fellowship (a Sunday school class) what can we be doing to build up God’s temple – our local congregation?

· participate in outreach

· involved in ministry programs

· help out with care of physical campus, church buildings when needed

· faithfully pray for church staff
3.3 Live for God’s Glory
Listen for ways Paul says we should glorify God with our bodies.
1 Cor. 6:12-13 (NIV)  "Everything is permissible for me"--but not everything is beneficial. "Everything is permissible for me"--but I will not be mastered by anything. [13] "Food for the stomach and the stomach for food"--but God will destroy them both. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. … [18] Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. [19] Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; [20] you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 

Paul quotes popular sayings he had heard … what are they, how did he refute them?
· Everything is permissible for me

· not everything is beneficial

· I will not be mastered by anything

· Food for the stomach and the stomach for food

· God will eventually destroy them both

Paul was speaking to a philosophical belief system which taught “dualism”
· the body was separate from the spirit

· one did not affect the other

· physical excess (such as eating or sexual activity) had nothing to do with spiritual life

· the soul was most important, the body merely a shell

( This lead to a disconnect between physical and spiritual life

· Paul taught that the body and soul are connected

· one influences the other

· the way we live on a daily basis is important … it either honors or dishonors God
How can we distinguish between what is merely permissible and what is beneficial?  For the permissible activities, list examples of what is not beneficial.
	Permissible
	Not Beneficial

	Watching TV
	· excessive waste of time

· use it as a baby-sitter

· watching shows with explicit language, “adult” content

	Church pot-luck dinners
	· pigging out

· not providing healthy alternatives

	Kid’s sports programs
	· so much time required that it keeps us from church
· winning is an obsession for the parents

· hurts kids’ study time – school suffers


What can you do to master areas of your life that could cause you to sin against your body?
· give yourself limits (time, amount of food, number of shows, etc.)
· make sure to replace those uses of time with spending time with God

· daily claim the armor of God – helmet of salvation to protect your mind, breastplate of righteousness to protect your heart, belt of Truth to keep yourself on track

· daily talk to God, tell Him your struggles, your dependence on Him

4. Application
4.1 As a devotional exercise make four lists of ways you can glorify God.
	Thoughts
	Speech
	Actions
	Attitudes

	
	
	
	


4.2 Remember to “build” your life with the right materials.
· regular study of God’s Word
· talking often to God

· involved in ministry

4.3 Use your Christian freedoms wisely
· for good and for God
· to God’s glory, not for self glory

· to model Christ before your children, your grandchildren
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