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Living 3:16 – By the Book

1. Motivate

What was your favorite board game as a child?
· Clue, Risk, Sorry, Monopoly, Candyland, Scrabble, Life

You might remember the arguments that occur when people play by different rules.  What kinds of disputes did actually reading the printed rules settle?
· what happens when you “role doubles”
· how to calculate the scores when the game ends

· who goes first/last

· when you lose a turn or get to take another turn

2. Transition

Today ( we look at how the Bible helps us distinguish Truth from opinion
3. Bible Study

3.1 Stay Confident in the Bible’s Good News
Listen for why Paul was not ashamed of the gospel.
2 Tim. 1:8-12 (NIV)  So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, [9] who has saved us and called us to a holy life--not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, [10] but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. [11] And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. [12] That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day. 

Paul talks to Timothy about not being ashamed to testify about the Lord.  

What are some forces in the world today that might tempt us to be ashamed of the Bible or hesitant to speak up when we hear something contrary to its Truth?
· political correctness
· afraid of being ridiculed for “old fashioned” beliefs

· we are told to be more tolerant

· we are accused of having beliefs that are too exclusive

· books/movies like the Da Vinci Code suggest the fallibility of the Bible

What does the passage say about strong foundations of our faith which help us withstand forces in our culture?
· the real person, Jesus Christ

· He has destroyed death, He has brought life and immortality

· God’s grace – the undeserved blessings we receive

· God’s power is at work in us

· He has saved us by His powerful work on the cross and by rising from the dead

What responsibilities has Paul been appointed to?

· herald

· apostle

· teacher

Why would these roles cause him to suffer?

· some people didn’t want to hear what he had to say

· the message about Jesus the Messiah was disputed by Jewish religious leaders

· the same message came in conflict with Greek and Roman deities

Paul tells Timothy that God has “saved us and called us to a holy life.”  How does living rightly help you handle suffering?
· you know it’s not suffering you deserve

· it’s not punishment for wrong doing

· you know God is with you, strengthening you

· better to have God on your side than people of this world

How can you tell if you are ashamed of the gospel?

· you keep quiet when spiritual topics come up

· you never tell someone about your salvation

· you let false opinions go unchallenged

· no one knows you are a Christian

What reasons does Paul give for not being ashamed?
· Paul knows the one he has believed in
· he is convinced of Christ’s ability
· God will guard Paul’s life which has been entrusted to Christ

What are some practical ways in which we can remain confident in the Bible’s Good News?
· read and meditate on it regularly (daily – try the One Year Bible)

· memorize portions of scripture

· as you read and study, write down (journal) your thoughts about what it says and what it means in your life that day

· ask God to reveal His Truth to you as you read it

· keep a written prayer list – note when God has answered specific prayers
( Become a satisfied “customer” 

3.2 Practice the Bible’s Instructions
Why might you have more confidence in playing a game of checkers than a round of polo?  Or flying a kite over flying a 747?

· knowledge

· experience

· practice 
Listen for the relationship between knowing and practicing what the Bible says and having confidence in every day life.
2 Tim. 3:14-17 (NIV)  But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, [15] and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. [16] All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, [17] so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

What or who did Paul say that Timothy knew, had known?

· he knew those who had taught him

· he knew the Scriptures

· he had a godly upbringing – had learned it as a child (from infancy)

What did Paul say that Scripture was useful for?

· for teaching

· rebuking

· correcting

· training in righteousness

· equipping a godly person for every good work

How are using Scripture for teaching and training different from rebuking and correcting?
	Teaching and Training
	Correcting and Rebuking

	· communicating what the Bible says

· learning and doing God’s commands

· learning to put into practice it’s principles
	· noting when someone has disobeyed one of God’s commands

· bringing someone back into line with scriptural teaching

· confronting false teaching


What people in your life were instrumental in teaching you the what the Bible says and what it means?
· Sunday school teachers

· pastors and evangelists

· church youth workers

· Youth for Christ leaders

· Bible teachers in a Christian college

· church camp speakers and counselors

Paul said that Scripture is “God-breathed” … how is that different from dictating to the writers?
· God’s Holy Spirit worked in their hearts and minds

· He gave them the ideas, the concepts

· we can see how they used their own vocabulary and their own style

· they weren’t robots or dictating machines

( God still intends to communicate to all people who He is and what He requires

( He has the power to do that through men and women who submit to Him

3.3 Declare the Bible’s Truths
Listen for the danger Paul warns Timothy about.
2 Tim. 4:1-4 (NIV)  In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: [2] Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with great patience and careful instruction. [3] For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. [4] They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 
For what did Paul want Timothy to be prepared?
· to preach the Word

· to correct, rebuke, and encourage

· to carefully instruct

The NIV says “be prepared” and the Holman Christian Standard Bible says to “persist” in proclaiming the message.  Why are both concepts important?

	Be Prepared
	Persist

	· you must study to be able to proclaim

· you need to know what you are talking about

· like any “salesman” you should know your “product”
	· you cannot give up

· if God’s Word is seed, it must be planted, watered, weeded

· people need time to process Truth


Paul said to do this “in season and out of season” – when it is convenient and when it is not.  What are some examples of proclaiming the message when it is not convenient?

· when you are tired

· when you sense the listener might be antagonistic 

· when you are busy and pressed for time

· when the setting is noisy or full of distractions

· with a lot of other people around
What kinds of things do some teachers say that “itching ears want to hear”?  What kinds of myths will they turn aside to?

· wealth and prosperity gospel

· many roads to God exist – Christianity is only one

· just do your best, God will understand

· if you do these five things, God will let you into heaven

· a loving God would not send innocent people to hell

In what ways are we to “preach the Word” or “proclaim the message” besides giving a formal talk or speech?
· learn to be a listener 

· learn to ask leading questions

· What do you think that verse is saying?

· How does that apply to you and me?

· What would be examples of what Jesus was talking about?

· share your experiences, your own journey of faith

4. Application
4.1 Remain confident in the good news of the Gospel
· be sure of what you believe by studying God’s Word

· be sure of who you believe by talking to Him daily

· develop your relationship with the Lord

4.2  Practice the Bible’s instructions
· God’s Truth leads us to Christ and to Christian living

· God speaks to us through His God-breathed scriptures

· read and study the Bible regularly

· obey it always

4.3 Declare the Bible’s truths
· we are called to be communicators of God’s Truth

· participate in the proclamation of the Good News

· personal witnessing

· support of outreach – locally, overseas

· be aware of distortions of Truth when people want to say what their hearers want to hear
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