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Live in Relationship, Not Rebellion

1. Motivate

Think who you would classify as your best friend when you were a young person (excluding a family member).    What kinds of activities did you do together?
· sports

· pranks

· hike through the woods

· hang out build a fort

· go to camp

· homework

· listen to music

· cruise on your bicycles, in a car

· talk about girls/boys

What was unique about your relationship with that person?  What made you best friends?
· same interests

· similar skills

· live nearby, spent lots of time together – more than with anyone else

2. Transition

Consider that a similar relationship exists (or can exist) between a believer and the Lord … a close, best friend relationship.
( Today we look at ways to make that kind of relationship a reality.
3. Bible Study

3.1 What Is Lost Matters
Listen for a contrast which God makes.
Isaiah 1:2-4 (NIV)  Hear, O heavens! Listen, O earth! For the Lord has spoken: "I reared children and brought them up,   but they have rebelled against me.  [3] The ox knows his master, the donkey his owner's manger, but Israel does not know, my people do not understand."  [4] Ah, sinful nation, a people loaded with guilt, a brood of evildoers, children given to corruption!  They have forsaken the Lord; they have spurned the Holy One of Israel  and turned their backs on him.

This is a courtroom scene.  Who are the players in this scene?
· Judge?

God

· Jury?

heavens and earth

· Defendant?
people of Israel

What is God’s accusation?  (Here is the contrast.)

· they have rebelled, abandoned God

· they don’t know their owner

· they don’t come to Him for “food”

· they don’t even understand

· they are sinful, weighed down with iniquity

· brood of evil doers, depraved children

· they have despised God

What had the Israelites lost as a result of this rebellion?

· God’s blessings

· God’s favors

· God’s protection

· their land, eventually

· peace, joy

How can our acts of rebellion have the same effect?

· God allows events in our lives to discipline us, to crowd us, nudge us back to Him

· it affects our relationships with others around us … 

· dysfunctional families, 

· ruined relationships

· negatively affects our spiritual influence, our ministry opportunities
Consider the TV show, America’s Dumbest Criminals … the creator, Daniel Butler says, “It all began with this simple premise: ‘For most people, as soon as you decide to break the law, everything goes downhill.’”
Examples:  

· The crook who threw a manhole cover through the jewelry store window, robbed the store, jumped out of the window … into the manhole

· The crook who covered his face with whipped cream to disguise himself … except the whipped cream melted in the middle of the robbery

· The robber who ran off into the night wearing those shoes which light up for each step you take

A. W. Tozer declares, "Sin is always an act of wrong judgment. To commit sin a man must for the moment believe that things are different from what they really are; he must accept a lie as truth and see truth as a lie; he must ignore the signs on the highway and drive with his eyes shut; he must act as if he had no soul and was not accountable for his moral choices. No act is wise that ignores remote consequences, and sin always does." 

(The above quotes are from RBC devotional book, Campus Journal, 2/7/97)

( It is easy to see the stupidity of dumb criminals … 

     It is harder to see the folly of our own sin and the loss which results?
3.2 Why I Worship Matters
Listen for the accusations about how the people offered sacrifices.
Isaiah 1:10-15 (NIV)  Hear the word of the Lord,  you rulers of Sodom; listen to the law of our God, you people of Gomorrah!  [11] "The multitude of your sacrifices--what are they to me?" says the Lord.” I have more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened animals; I have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats.    [12] When you come to appear before me, who has asked this of you, this trampling of my courts?   [13] Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestable to me.    New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations-- I cannot bear your evil assemblies. [14] Your New Moon festivals and your appointed feasts my soul hates. They have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them. [15] When you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide my eyes from you; even if you offer many prayers, I will not listen.    Your hands are full of blood; 

So, according to this passage what did God think of the sacrifices the people offered?
· what are they to me?

· I have more than enough burnt offerings

· I have no pleasure in the blood of bulls, goats, lambs

· you are trampling in my courts

· the offerings are meaningless

· the incense is detestable

· I cannot bear the evil assemblies, they are a burden, I’m weary of them

What did God declare he would do because of their actions and attitudes?

· when they pray, he would not look at them

· he would not listen even to many prayers

Why do you think God felt this way?

· the people were just going through the motions

· they were not sincere

· God said their hands were full of blood

· their guilt was not removed just because they had gone through a few religious activities
· they had not acted in faith, rote obedience does not guarantee faith in God, or trusting in what God says

· they were just trying to “fill in the squares” or satisfy the “to do” list

What are some religious activities in churches today that fail to please God?

· attend church and just fill the pew

· ignore the Truth taught and preached

· sing hymns without really praising or worshiping

· act righteous on Sunday and live like the world during the week

· worry more about how we look before each other than before God when we attend church

How do we get to that point,?  How do we become that kind of a person who is Christian in actions only?

· we are unwilling to give up things more important to us in our lives than God is

· we fill our minds with the world’s mindset and value system, instead of a biblical mindset
· we have yet to discover the reality of the power, authority, and love of Jesus at work in our lives

· our lives are too full and busy with secular activities and no time is left for involvement in the Kingdom

· we worry about the wrong things … our priorities are mixed up

3.3 How I Live Matters
Listen for the behaviors which God expects of His own people.
Isaiah 1:16-20 (NIV)   wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds  out of my sight!  Stop doing wrong,   [17] learn to do right!  Seek justice,  encourage the oppressed.

Defend the cause of the fatherless,   plead the case of the widow.  [18] "Come now, let us reason together,"  says the Lord.  "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;  though they are red as crimson,  they shall be like wool.  [19] If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land; [20] but if you resist and rebel,  you will be devoured by the sword." For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

What instructions did God give the Israelites to make things right?
· wash and make yourselves clean

· take your evil deeds out of my sight

· stop doing wrong, learn to do right, seek justice

· encourage the oppressed, defend the fatherless, plead the widow’s case

Why might verses 18 and 19 be considered the “John 3:16” of the Old Testament?

· speaks of salvation

· speaks of sins forgiven, washed away

· talks about going from being sinful to being made righteous

Under what conditions would God’s people receive God’s blessing, and under what conditions would they lose it?
	Receive Blessings
	Lose Blessings

	· listen to, heed God’s warning

· willing

· obedient
	· resist

· rebel

· ignore God’s instructions


What does God want us to do with the shame we feel about sins we commit every day?

· confession – agree with God that it is sin, it is wrong

· repentance – turn away from those actions and attitudes, turn towards God and submission to Him
· receive by faith His forgiveness, claim 1 John 1:9 (NIV)    If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

What keeps people from repenting of and confessing their sins?

· unwilling to change

· ignorance – they don’t realize what they are doing or how it can be remedied

· afraid of what people will think
· afraid of ruining their image (the one they think they have)

· think they cannot change, “there’s been too much water under the bridge”

· think God will not forgive them – they’ve been too bad for even God (which is a lie from Satan)

( The reality is that God does want to forgive, He does want to renew His relationship
4. Application
4.1 Pretend that Isaiah is sharing a vision from God today … to your church, to your Sunday School class.  Meditate on what kinds of things he would be saying to you!

· your attitudes

· your going through the motions

· your lack of love

( How will you respond to God’s message to you?

4.2 Consider what you can do this week to improve your relationship with God.

· more faithful in reading and applying God’s Word

· think about the words of the hymns and worship choruses as you sing time (instead of how loud the drums are)

· heed the prompting of God’s Spirit as He convicts/convinces you of a spiritual issue you should be dealing with
4.3 Remember that those in a right relationship with God not only desire to have pure lives, but also take steps to rid themselves from evil.
· doing right must replace doing evil

· doing right includes ministering to others … this passage emphasizes championing the cause of poor and powerless people
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