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Live in Reality, Not Delusion

1. Motivate

We’ve just gone through an election -- how do you know if a candidate is telling you something that is true?
· what you can see with your own eyes

· what you personally experienced

· what someone believable, dependable told you

· how true was what they told you in the past?

How do non-Christians define truth?

· whatever you decide is truth for you

· your truth may not be the same as my truth
2. Transition

We are constantly challenged to ask …
· what is real?

· who can be trusted?

( Truth is that which aligns with reality … God’s Word is Truth

( We can know Truth about God and eliminate misconceptions about Him

3. Bible Study

3.1 What is God Like?  Compare!
Listen for the contrasts between an idol and God.
Isaiah 40:18-23 (NIV)  To whom, then, will you compare God? What image will you compare him to? [19] As for an idol, a craftsman casts it,  and a goldsmith overlays it with gold and fashions silver chains for it.  [20] A man too poor to present such an offering selects wood that will not rot. He looks for a skilled craftsman  to set up an idol that will not topple. [21] Do you not know? Have you not heard?  Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not understood since the earth was founded? [22] He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth,   and its people are like grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like a canopy,  and spreads them out like a tent to live in. [23] He brings princes to naught and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing. 

	Descriptions about God
	Descriptions about an idol

	· sits enthroned above the earth

· people look like grasshoppers to Him

· stretches out heaves like a canopy

· spreads heavens like a tent to live in

· reduces rules of this world to nothing
	· cast by a craftsman

· overlaid by a goldsmith

· silver chains hung upon

· designed, fastened so as not to fall over


What are some ways people outside the church describe God today?
· the “Man upstairs”

· the Great Spirit






· also use God’s name as a curse word

What kinds of things in our culture could be described by Isaiah’s words about idols?
· car

· boat

· house

· airplane

· furnishings

· office

Other kinds of idols in our culture would include …
· people (sports, entertainment, business people)

· opportunities for power (economic, political, social)

· fame and fortune

Why is looking to things or people for contentment and happiness in life foolish?
· they let you down

· they fail, deteriorate

· they get too familiar and no longer enamor us

· we only want more, they just give an appetite for more

Contrast with what God has done for us, wants to do for us …

· our salvation

· the Fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, long suffering, faithfulness, gentleness)

· make us holy, righteous

· the presence of the Holy Spirit within our lives

3.2 What Feeds Idolatry?  Fear!
Listen for what happens when people are fearful.

Isaiah 41:5-7 (NIV)  The islands have seen it and fear; the ends of the earth tremble. They approach and come forward;  [6] each helps the other and says to his brother, "Be strong!"  [7] The craftsman encourages the goldsmith, and he who smoothes with the hammer spurs on him who strikes the anvil. He says of the welding, "It is good."    He nails down the idol so it will not topple.

What words and phrases describe people’s responses to fear?

· they tremble

· they approach each other, they get together (form a committee)

· they encourage each other

· they hire a craftsman to create a new idol, they support, reward him

· they make sure the idol is fastened down so he won’t fall over

( Then they trust the idol to protect them from the fearful situation!!!

The Israelites were facing military defeat which caused them fear.  What kinds of things cause us to fear?

· health issues

· financial stress

· business responsibilities

· terrorism in the world

· even safety in our homes

· relationships in jeopardy 

What kinds of “idols” do people turn to when they have these kinds of fears?
· substance abuse – to anesthetize their fears

· find another, a “better” doctor

· buy a gun

· form another government agency to protect us from the terrorists (to give us health care, to protect us from money grubbing giant businesses)

· get advice from an expert (or a palm reader/crystal ball gazer)

· gamble in a hope to solve the financial crisis

How do Satan and sin deceive us?

· get our focus off of God

· get us looking in other directions for solutions to problems

· even get us looking within our own selves (humanism)

· get us to ignore the problem, hoping it will go away (someone once said that the only things that go away when you ignore them are your teeth!)
( The Israelites thought crafting false images was for their good … 
     Too often we follow that same path.

3.3 Where Does Idolatry Lead?  Self-Deception!
Listen for reasons why idol worship is foolish and futile.
Isaiah 44:9 (NIV)  All who make idols are nothing,   and the things they treasure are worthless.  Those who would speak up for them are blind; they are ignorant, to their own shame. … [18]  They know nothing, they understand nothing;  their eyes are plastered over so they cannot see,  and their minds closed so they cannot understand. [19] No one stops to think, no one has the knowledge or understanding to say, "Half of it I used for fuel;  I even baked bread over its coals,  I roasted meat and I ate. Shall I make a detestable thing from what is left?  Shall I bow down to a block of wood?" [20] He feeds on ashes, a deluded heart misleads him; he cannot save himself, or say, "Is not this thing in my right hand a lie?"

What does God have to say in this passage about worshiping idols?
· the people who make them are “nothing”

· the things these people treasure are worthless

· people who favor idols are blind, ignorant, full of shame

· they know nothing, the understand nothing

· their minds are close so they don’t understand, they have a deluded heart

· they feed on ashes

What do they seem not to stop and realize about the idol they have crafted?

· half of the chunk of wood they used was waste … burned in the cook fire

· they other half of the log is something they worship and trust

· it’s no better than the ashes that are left from the cook fire

3.4 Who Can Save?  God Alone!
Listen for to whom God appeals and what His appeal is.
Isaiah 45:20-22 (NIV)  "Gather together and come;  assemble, you fugitives from the nations.  Ignorant are those who carry about idols of wood,  who pray to gods that cannot save. [21] Declare what is to be, present it-- let them take counsel together. Who foretold this long ago, who declared it from the distant past? Was it not I, the Lord?   And there is no God apart from me, a righteous God and a Savior;  there is none but me. [22] "Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth;   for I am God, and there is no other. 

How does God describe the people He is inviting to come together and assemble?
· fugitives from the nations

· ignorant

· those who carry about idols of wood

· those who pray to gods that cannot save

What rhetorical questions does God ask of these people?

· who told you this was going to happen

· wasn’t it I, the Lord

What then, is God’s challenge?

· there is no God apart from Me

· I am a righteous God and Savior … there is none but me

· turn to me and be saved

· everyone everywhere should do this

What kinds of things keep people from following the instruction of verse 22?

· pride
· ignorance

· lack of faith

· not convinced of who God is, what He is really like

· deceived as to what will truly satisfy our needs

Note God’s call to the “fugitives from the nations.”   Consider the following statistics:

· 1.7 billion people in our world have little or no access to the gospel message

· of 6.5 billion people in the world, only 2 billion claim to be Christian

· about 235 million in the US and Canada make no claim to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ

· surveys show that in a typical county in a state in the US, more than 40% are unclaimed by any religious group (Christian or otherwise)
( God calls us to be involved in outreach 

· to our neighborhoods (where as many as 40% are unchurched)

· to the world where 1.7 billion  know little or nothing about Jesus

4. Application

4.1 What idols do you need to get rid of?
· throw it away

· lay it down

· walk away from it


  do it this week!

· confess it

· turn to God instead … He can save!
4.2 Consider how you can protect yourself from being deceived by Satan

· to know the counterfeit, you must have detailed and intimate knowledge of the real thing

· you have choices of what you fill your mind with … TV and entertainment will give you the wrong mindset or worldview

· God’s Word gives you a Biblical worldview

4.3 The God of the Bible is the only true God
· His purpose is to offer salvation to all nations

· He has blessed us with many opportunities to receive that salvation

· He has called us to involvement in taking that message to others
consider how inadequate �such descriptions are
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