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Life Matters

1. Motivate

What do you think about people who claim to have died and then come back to life?
· they’re trying to sell a book

· they had a bad dream

· they might, indeed, be relating a true experience

· actually the description might better be “near death” experience

· it’s hard to know

2. Transition

Today we look at someone that Jesus did bring back to life … we will look at Jesus’ concern for life, health, and involvement in promoting those qualities
3. Bible Study

3.1 Life Is Important
Listen for how Jesus described the little girl’s condition.
Matthew 9:18-19 (NIV)  While he was saying this, a ruler came and knelt before him and said, "My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live." [19] Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his disciples. … 23-26  When Jesus entered the ruler's house and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd, [24] he said, "Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep." But they laughed at him. [25] After the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. [26] News of this spread through all that region. 

Specifically what did the man communicate to Jesus?

· my daughter has just died

· come and put your hand on her

· if you do this she will live

What was going on at the man’s house?

· there were flute players

· there was a noisy crowd

· they laughed at Jesus

How did Jesus describe the girl’s condition

· she is not dead

· she is asleep

Why do you think the man asked Jesus to help him?

· he had heard of, maybe even seen healings of others

· Jesus was seen as a man with power to do miracles

· Jesus was seen as someone who valued life and health

· he believed in Jesus power

· at this point he had nothing to lose and everything to gain

What did Jesus do that demonstrated that He valued life?
· He left with the man even though he was in the middle of a discussion

· He dispersed people who did not show belief in Him
· He used His power to bring the girl back to life

How can we demonstrate that we value human life?

· minister to people facing life threatening illnesses

· support them and their families in prayer

· offer support and alternatives, not condemnation for women considering abortion

· offer support (counseling, love) for people who have had abortions

· consider help with organizations such as Hospice
3.2 Health Is Important
Note that this passage is an excerpt taken from the middle of the passage we just read.  Listen for an interruption to Jesus’ help for the man.
Matthew 9:20-22 (NIV)    Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak. [21] She said to herself, "If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed." [22] Jesus turned and saw her. "Take heart, daughter," he said, "your faith has healed you." And the woman was healed from that moment. 

How was Jesus interrupted on the way to minister to the little girl?
· a sick woman touched his garment

· she believed that just that touch would help her

Note that it was illegal for her to touch someone … in her condition, it made the other person ceremonially “unclean.”   This means that she was quite brave or forward to seek help … why are we sometimes reluctant to seek help?

· pride

· self reliance (like a 2 yr old who says “me do it”)

· we think our need is too small for God to bother with – lack of belief in God’s ability to be aware of and deal with all needs

· we think our need is too large for God to deal with – lack of belief in God’s ability to deal with large scale needs

Despite the legality issue, the woman touched Jesus’ garment … the man wanted Jesus to come and “place your hand” on the little girl … why do you think the touch was important?

· was part of their culture … the touch of an important and powerful person was meaningful

· was more meaningful and personal to actually touch someone

· it made the contact of faith more tangible for the people involved
Jesus does not make a big deal about the problem of ceremonial cleanness … why do you suppose He reacted that way?

· He was more concerned with the needs of the woman

· He was responding to the demonstration of her faith … not a particular “offensive” condition

· He was more concerned with helping meet the needs of people than picky legalities

( Similarly, we need to get past unpleasantness of peoples’ needs and demonstrate concern and compassion 
3.3 Wholeness Is Important
Listen for the question that Jesus asks of two men.
Matthew 9:27-31 (NIV)  As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, calling out, "Have mercy on us, Son of David!"  [28] When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?"  "Yes, Lord," they replied.  [29] Then he touched their eyes and said, "According to your faith will it be done to you"; [30] and their sight was restored. Jesus warned them sternly, "See that no one knows about this." [31] But they went out and spread the news about him all over that region. 

Consider the plight of a blind person, even in today’s world … what kinds of things must they deal with?
· getting around (some using seeing eye dog)

· reading (must use either brail or “talking books” or special device on computer)

· cannot look things up the same way we do

· how do you know if someone is at your door?

What statements did Jesus make to the two blind men? 

· "Do you believe that I am able to do this?"   ….   They said yes

· "According to your faith will it be done to you"

( Jesus demonstrated concern for their physical wholeness and did something about it.
What are some other ways in which people are limited in their ability to fully function in our society?

· hearing

· mobility (loss of limbs, loss of strength)
· mental limitations (from retardation to learning disabilities to Alzheimer’s) 

What are some ways our church can help people who are lacking in physical wholeness

· provide transportation to those who have limited ability

· make sure our church is wheel chair accessible (including restrooms)

· provide sign language interpretation where needed

· involvement in ministry to special needs students (of all ages) – possibly even partner with another church to pool resources and not duplicate small scale ministries

· provide training to Sunday School personnel for special needs students

· offer respite to caregivers of Alzheimer’s patients

3.4 Involvement Is Important
Listen for how Jesus described the situation He and His disciples were observing.
Matthew 9:36-38 (NIV)  When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. [37] Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. [38] Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field." 

What words and phrases do we see in this passage to describe the situation they were viewing?
· He had compassion on the crowds

· they were harassed and helpless, 

· like sheep without a shepherd

· he saw the “harvest” as plentiful but the workers as being few

How are people “harassed and helpless” in our world today?

· broken and dysfunctional relationships

· people with addictions

· people who are victims of natural disasters

· people struggling with the results of poor decisions (financial, choice of friends, choice of activities)
· people struggling with health crises in their families

What was Jesus’ exhortation to the disciples and to us?

· ask of the Lord of the harvest

· ask Him to send workers into the harvest field

What kind of harvest do you think Jesus was talking about?

· peoples’ souls – related to the sowing of the “seed” of the gospel message

· peoples’ needs – they need help … financial, practical, emotional, spiritual

· symbolic of great opportunity and potential … if the harvest is not taken up in a timely manner, it becomes lost

We have a phrase in our culture “if you snooze, you lose.”  How might that apply to this same situation in our day?

· if you do nothing, you end up losing all opportunities

· the window of opportunity to minister is limited in some situations
· if we are not ready to take the gospel message when an opportunity presents itself, we may never have another time to do so

· people who have practical needs being met may need that before they are likely to listen to a gospel presentation – timing and priorities are important
What might be reasons that there are few workers to tend to the harvest of human needs today?
· too many people “snoozin’”

· lack of prayer for workers … lack of willingness to be the answer to our own prayer

4. Application
4.1 As individuals, even as a group in our Sunday School or our church we cannot “fix” all of society’s ills … but we can help someone

· respond to needs around us with compassion

· the Lord of the Harvest will bless and multiply our efforts

4.2 Become involved in some specific ministry that reaches out to …

· the unborn

· children

· those with health issues

· ministries to handicapped

· homebound in the community
4.3 As you read through the Gospels, look for ways in which the needs of people spoke to the heart of Jesus
· He cares for those who are weary and worn out

· Be reminded that human needs abound everywhere

· As we labor to gather in a spiritual harvest, actively pray for more laborers to join in that harvest

· Pray for spiritual workers of all ages … from youngsters to oldsters!

In some cases no one else is reaching out to these people and it can become a specific opportunity to reach them for Jesus
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