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Jesus: Our King

1. Motivate

How do people often react when they meet a celebrity?
· cheer

· get tongue tied

· want an autograph

· gush,  say something stupid

· stare goggle eyed

· whisper to a friend, “is that really who I think it is?”

Why do we react that way?

· we feel like they are so different

· we want to try to impress them

· we get flustered and don’t think too well

2. Transition

Today  ( we look at people who meet Jesus … a celebrity … a king
· see how they react,  how they treat a king

· we will look how we should respond to Jesus as a king

3. Bible Study

3.1 Receive the King
Listen for how the crowd greeted Jesus when he arrived in Jerusalem.
John 12:12-15 (NIV)   The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. [13] They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, "Hosanna!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Blessed is the King of Israel!"[14] Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written, [15] "Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion;  see, your king is coming,  seated on a donkey's colt."

What did people shout as Jesus came into Jerusalem?
· Hosanna

· blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord

· Blessed is the King of Israel

What songs have you heard the word “Hosanna” used?

Note that it means “Save now, we pray!”
Note also that their waving of palm branches expressed joy … palm trees symbolized spiritual vigor and righteousness.

What items, actions, or sayings might celebrate Jesus’ arrival today?

· standing ovation

· trumpet fanfare

· doing the wave

· ticker tape parade

· fireworks

· 21 gun salute

· T-shirt sales

· bumper sticker

Most kings would have wanted to come into town in a fancy chariot or on a big white horse … why do you think Jesus chose a donkey?

· fulfilled a prophecy

· demonstrated that His kingship was not a military or political one

· stressed more of peace, less of violent conquering

· stress peace and humility

3.2 Understand the King
Listen for what kind of king Jesus is or is not.
John 18:33-37 (NIV)  Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" [34] "Is that your own idea," Jesus asked, "or did others talk to you about me?"  [35] "Am I a Jew?" Pilate replied. "It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?" [36] Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place." [37] "You are a king, then!" said Pilate.  Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." 

What questions did Pilate ask Jesus … what were Jesus’ answers?
	Questions
	Answers

	· Are you the king of the Jews?

· Am I a Jew?

· What is it you have done

· You’re a king, then?
	· who told you to ask that?


· my kingdom is not of this world

· “you said it!” … this is why I was born


Why did Pilate want to know of Jesus being king?

· if Jesus was king, then it was a threat to who was in charge

· if Jesus was not a king, then was he claiming to be?

· this could cause political unrest … something Pilate was supposed to keep down
Why do you think Jesus answered like He did?

· to keep Pilate guessing

· to make Pilate think of what he was really doing

· to force Pilate to make a decision about who Jesus really was

If someone were to ask you if Jesus is a king … how might you answer?

· no … not a political or military figure

· yes … wants to be king of our lives

· yes … he is king of kings … king of the whole universe

Consider your calendar or schedule for the coming month … what things on your calendar (even your daily schedule of activities) would reflect Jesus as King?
· church attendance 

· ministry opportunities

· Bible studies

· personal quiet time

· some things are significant by their absence … when Jesus is King, there will be some activities I will not do

3.3 Crown the King
Listen for how Jesus was mocked as a king.
John 19:1-3 (NIV)  Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. [2] The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe [3] and went up to him again and again, saying, "Hail, king of the Jews!" And they struck him in the face. 

What cruel things were done to Jesus?
· flogged

· crown of thorns

· mocked by the purple robe (royal colors)

· mocked verbally

· struck about the face

Which do you think was more painful … physical torture or rejection by people He came to save?

	Physical Torture
	Rejection by Jewish People

	· it hurts now

· it keeps hurting

· you cannot help but focus on the specific place of the pain

· the torture was inflicted by Romans, they don’t matter
	· physical pain eventually goes away

· you always remember those who rejected you

· your motives are totally misunderstood


Why do you think Pilate had Jesus flogged?

· Pilate didn’t want to execute an innocent man

· hoped that flogging would satisfy the religious leaders anger against Jesus

The soldiers mocked with robe, thorny crown, and verbal taunts … How could we truly crown Jesus as King?
· praise, worship

· obedience

· service

· submission

· share His love with others
3.4 Honor the King
See if you can determine who it was that was actually responsible for Jesus death.
John 19:14-16 (NIV)  It was the day of Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour.  "Here is your king," Pilate said to the Jews  [15] But they shouted, "Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!" "Shall I crucify your king?" Pilate asked. "We have no king but Caesar," the chief priests answered. [16] Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.  So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 

Why do you think Pilate presented Jesus as “here is your king”?
· mocking Jesus

· mocking the Jewish leaders

· may have hoped to present a flogged and bleeding man as “king” and they’d make fun of Jesus and throw him out … Pilate wouldn’t have to execute him
Here we have the crowd yelling for his crucifixion … in our first passage (12:12-15) we have them shouting “Hosanna … Blessed be the King of Israel”   

( Why the change?

· not entirely the same crowd

· the crowd before Pilate had been egged on by Jewish leaders who wanted rid of Jesus

· the Hosanna crowd was possibly more of a grass roots response

· also shows how easily people can be swayed by the opinions or statements of a few leaders (good or bad)

How are we sometimes swayed by “the crowd” rather than courageously standing for our convictions?
· we feel like “everyone” else is doing/saying something

· we don’t want to stand out as being weird

· we don’t want to be made fun of

· it takes courage to stand up against what the group is doing

How can we keep ourselves from flip-flopping between good and evil, keep ourselves from being wrongly influenced by peer pressure?

· focus on Jesus as our leader

· do not focus or follow blindly the leadership of men

· read and apply God’s Words to you on a daily basis … keeps you from being fooled by someone’s twisted thoughts and attitudes

· remember that Jesus stood alone in His love for you, going to the cross

· remember that it is Satan’s lie to try to make you think you are all alone

4. Application
4.1 What are some songs that help you celebrate Jesus’ kingship?

· Hallelujah Chorus

· Crown Him with many Crowns

· All Hail the Power

( find recordings of these (and similar) songs to listen to

( think about the words of these songs … sing them to yourself … (car, shower, etc.)

4.2 Think about your daily calendar … your daily schedule

· as you make plans let each be something that honors Jesus as King

· plan for good attitudes as well as good activities

4.3 Consider what other ways you might need to acknowledge Jesus as King of your life.
· how you spend your money

· how you spend your time

· where you go

· who you associate with
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