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Jesus: More Than a Prophet

1. Motivate

Do you like asking questions or answering questions … why?
	Asking
	Answering

	· keeps you from having to answer questions

· you find out interesting things about other people

· ask people about themselves …other people like to talk about themselves
	· I like to tell people about myself

· If I’m clever I can control the conversation and with my answers make others ask the questions I want to answer

· I get to tell about what I want to tell about


2. Transition

Jesus often taught with questions … why do you think He did that?
· forced people to think about issues

· opened up discussions which he directed to communicate needed concepts

· better than straight lecture

( Today we look at a question Jesus posed and where its answer leads … both for the disciples and for us

3. Bible Study

3.1 A Disciple’s Testimony
Listen for Jesus’ warning … be thinking about why he asked it.
Mark 8:27-30 (NIV)  Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, "Who do people say I am?" [28] They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets." [29] "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" Peter answered, "You are the Christ."  [30] Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 

What did the disciples report were the theories about Jesus?
· John the Baptist

· Elijah

· one of the prophets

What characteristics did Jesus have that made people think of the prophets?

· miracles

· preaching against sin

· confronting religious leadership

· had a teaching ministry

In today’s world, what kinds of opinions of Jesus do people have?

· a good man

· a teacher

· a prophet

· an important religious leader

· a miracle worker

· maybe someone who fooled a lot of people

In what ways are these answers similar to the answers the disciples reported?

· confused, not sure of who Jesus really is

· they write him off as not worth listening to

· don’t recognize Jesus as God

Peter declared that Jesus was “the Christ” … “the Messiah” … “the anointed One”  … the “sent One.”   How do you think Peter knew the right answer to who Jesus was?

· God’s Holy Spirit revealed it to Him

· Peter had been right there … seeing the miracles … hearing the teaching

· maybe all of a sudden, it clicked in his mind

· the disciples may have been discussing this issue and come to this conclusion

Suppose Jesus would ask “How do you show who I am?”  How do we answer that?
· if we believe that Jesus is the Messiah … is the Savior … then it should change the way we live

· we receive His salvation

· we submit to His Lordship

· we serve Him

· we are quick to communicate to others … who He is, what He has done
3.2 Forgiveness of Sins
Men (in contrast to women) are often accused of traveling lost and/or in the wrong direction for a long time before asking for help.  Why do we ignore or miss signs along the way?

· busy daydreaming

· watching scenery instead of for road signs

· busy talking

Why do we not look at a map or trust someone who knows the way?

· we think we can handle it on our own

· to ask for help is to admit we don’t know, we are inadequate
Listen for How Peter’s preaching here can serve as a road map for life.

Acts 3:17-21 (NIV)  "Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. [18] But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer. [19] Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, [20] and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you--even Jesus. [21] He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets. 

How is this acting like a spiritual roadmap?

· solves the problem of our acting in ignorance

· gets us turned around and heading in the right direction spiritually

· we repent ( turn away from the wrong thing … turn towards God
What kinds of inadequate ways do people in our culture try to find direction for life?

· write Dear Abby

· watch Oprah, Judge Judy

· TV news magazines

· TV talk shows

· yoga, meditation

· self help books

What is the result of repenting according to this passage?
· sins wiped out

· times of refreshing come from the Lord

· God sends the Christ, appointed for you, Jesus

· God will restore everything in the mean time (until Christ’s return)

What kinds of things result from not repenting and asking forgiveness?

· severed relationships
· hard feelings

· avoidance
How is having sins forgiven like “seasons/times of refreshing?”

· renewal
· relief from the guilt of sin

· relief from the power of sin controlling our lives

· a fresh start in life … being made a new creation

How would you counsel a person who wants forgiveness?
· they must agree that what they have done to cause offense (against God or against anyone) was wrong
· they must reject their attitude or action as inappropriate and demonstrate a desire and determination to do what is right, what is appropriate

· they must express their faith to God that He has forgiven them, and receive that forgiveness

· If appropriate, they may need to ask forgiveness of a person they have wronged (realizing that, unlike God, the person may or may not forgive them)

3.3 Blessing of Fulfilled Promises
Listen for the names of prophets named and for one “prophet” unnamed.
Acts 3:22-26 (NIV)   For Moses said, 'The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you. [23] Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from among his people.'  [24] "Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days. [25] And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, 'Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.' [26] When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways." 
Who are the prophets or patriarchs that Peter named?

· Moses

· Samuel

· Abraham

Who is the unnamed prophet?
( Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of this promise of a prophet
According to what Peter said, how should we treat this prophet, Jesus … how should we respond to Him?

· listen to everything He tells us

· if you do not listen you will be cut off from your people

· receive His blessing

· turn from your wicked ways

How do you “listen to everything He tells you?”

· read the words He said

· apply them to your life

· read about those who knew Him

· read about how their ministry changed lives

· read from the Old Testament about how God prepared the way for His Son, Jesus

· “listen to” implies heed and obey

How is it a blessing to you to turn from evil, turn from wicked ways?

· live healthier

· live at peace with God, 

· at peace with self, 

· at peace with others

· experience the joy of God’s forgiveness
· get a new start

4. Application
4.1 Recall Peter’s confession of faith, his response to Jesus’ question, “Who do you say that I am?”  All people must answer that question

· who do you know that needs to face that question honestly?

· do you have an opportunity to gently confront them with that question?

· would FAITH training help you to share the importance of this question with someone else?

· pray for the salvation of friends and relatives who need Jesus

4.2 Consider situations where you have asked forgiveness …

· bumping into someone, betrayal, lying

· recall the rewards of receiving and giving forgiveness … peace, joy, times of refreshing
· Be quick to ask for and to request forgiveness

4.3 Consider how turning from wrong to right makes it 

· easier for someone to forgive you

· easier to forgive someone else

· easier/more likely to accept God’s forgiveness
Contrast all of these with what this passage calls for … 


Repent  … which is to change your mind, heart, and actions 





NO Jesus, no peace …


Know Jesus, know peace!
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