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Jesus Died for Us

1. Motivate

How do people usually react when they meet a celebrity? Why?
	How people act
	Why

	· cheer

· become tongue tied

· ask for an autograph

· stare

· follow around

· want to shake their hand

· declare our “devotion”

· take a picture (with the celebrity)
	· admiration

· nervous in the presence of greatness

· want a personal contact to take with

· want to see up close and personal

· let them know our appreciation and awe




2. Transition

Jesus was admired and praised by the people who met him entering Jerusalem
· people did many of these same things

· still … they had little understanding of what was going to happen or why

Today ( we pursue understanding of what did happen and the implications
3. Bible Study

3.1 A Triumphant Entry
Listen for the specific actions taken by those who welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem.
John 12:12-15 (NIV) The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. [13] They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, "Hosanna!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Blessed is the King of Israel!" [14] Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written, [15] "Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey's colt."  

Many people were gathered in Jerusalem for the Passover.  What did the people do to welcome Jesus as He entered Jerusalem, riding on a donkey?
· crowd gathered

· took palm branches to wave

· shouted “Hosanna” (a term of praise, means “save now”)
· shouted  "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"
· shouted "Blessed is the King of Israel!"
What do you think motivated all this celebration?

· Jesus had become popular, well known

· people had heard of his miracles, his teaching

· some may have even suspected that He was the Messiah

· they wanted to celebrate this occasion where Jesus might claim that title

· they might get to see history in the making  (they did, but different than anticipated)

Note the title they ascribed to Him … “King of Israel” … what kind of king did they hope for?
· a warrior king

· a king that would lead the nation to overthrow Roman domination

· a political king, 

· a military leader

How do you think people would react if they knew Jesus was coming to our city?

· some would be joyous

· some would be angry

· some apathetic

· some fearful

How do people today respond when they do find themselves in the presence of the King, Jesus?

· some deny Him the opportunity to rule

· some will defy Him

· many respond to His love with faith and trust

· many worship Him, praise Him with singing

· some will respond by making Him King of their lives

How is the response of a crowd sometimes different or more extreme than the response of an individual to a person or a situation?

· response of a crowd somehow gathers “momentum”

· people will join in with an enthusiasm that seems contagious

· groups of people do things, say things that they might not do or say as individuals

· you gain an anonymity in the crowd … you can shout and holler and it is part of what’s happening … you are not singled out for acting extreme

How might this detract from your personal relationship to Christ on a day by day basis?  Why is a one-on-one relationship with Christ more important than how we act in a crowd?

· easy to be “spiritual” by joining in with the spiritual crowd

· you can raise your hands, close your eyes, sing with abandon in a praise and worship time … 

· then ignore God’s personal direction on a day by day basis

· Jesus wants our personal adoration, awe, submission 
Consider the fact that recognizing Jesus as one’s King removes all fear of His coming.
· the Kingdom of God is the realm where God rules
· if He is ruling in my life, I have no fear of His presence
3.2 A Shocking Betrayal
Listen for how Jesus identifies His betrayer.
John 13:21 (NIV)   After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, "I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me." …  [26] Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish." Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon. [27] As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.  "What you are about to do, do quickly," Jesus told him,  
The passage says that Jesus was “troubled in spirit.”  What kinds of emotions do you think this phrase was describing?  How have you felt when betrayed by a friend?
· sadness

· dismay

· discouragement

· abandoned 

· all alone

· “how could they do that?”

Judas had been with Jesus three years, following Him, watching the miracles, listening to the teachings.  How do you think He was able to turn and betray Jesus?

· he held a cynical attitude the whole time

· he refused to believe in who Jesus really was

· maybe he saw the occasional pettiness of the other disciples (arguing who was the greatest)

· he had a love for money that superseded his love for Jesus

· he was influenced by Satan 

In what ways do believers today betray Jesus?  Why does this happen?

· Jesus might not really have first place in our lives

· we place more importance on our “stuff” or on popularity or personal pleasures

· possible to feel disillusioned by actions of people we looked up to
· Satan convinces us that the way life has turned out is not fair, we respond by disobedience and rebellion

( There is no doubt that this will hurt our Lord and cause Him to be “troubled in spirit” over us.

What specific things can we do to avoid falling into Satan’s trap of temptation to betray Jesus?
· as mentioned previously, to pursue that one-on-one relationship with Jesus

· to continue on in awe of who Jesus is, what He has done for us

· daily commit to place Jesus on the throne of my life

· be sensitive to His warnings through the indwelling Holy Spirit

· tell Him your feelings, your discouragement, your inability to deal with daily problems

· Jesus knows these things, telling Him is confession … agreeing with Him that your own personal abilities are insufficient … 

· know that His power is sufficient

3.3 An Unmistakable Death
Listen for specific proof of Jesus death.
John 19:16b-19 (NIV) So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. [17] Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). [18] Here they crucified him, and with him two others--one on each side and Jesus in the middle. [19] Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.  … [33] But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. [34] Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. [35] The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. [36] These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will be broken," [37] and, as another scripture says, "They will look on the one they have pierced." 

What similar statements were made about Jesus in this passage and in the account of the triumphal entry?
· the people hailed Jesus as the “King of Israel”

· Pilate placed a sign above Jesus that said “JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS”
Why do you think Pilate was probably not sincere in the title he gave Jesus?

· he was taking a shot at the Jewish leaders

· he knew he had been maneuvered into ordering the crucifixion
· he wanted to show that he knew they had forced execution of an innocent man
What evidence do we have from this passage that Jesus was really dead, not just fainted or in a coma?

· soldiers did not have to break his legs to hasten the time of death

· when they pierced his side, the blood loss 

Why is it important that Jesus really died … was not later resuscitated?

· He had to die to pay the penalty for our sinfulness

· sin requires a death penalty, not just “life threatening injuries” or several days in ICU
Note … some people today will claim there are many ways to God 

( The fact that God sent Jesus into our world to live and then die for our sins negates that concept.   

( Jesus said John in 14:6 (NIV)  "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

Receiving, by faith, Jesus’ completed work of redemption is the only way to God.
4. Application
4.1 Consider the response to Jesus made by different people in this scene …

· the contrast of the response of the two thieves

· Pilate
· the soldiers
· “the man who saw it” (John)
People today respond in similar ways to this story we focus on each year at this time

· reject it or accept it (the thieves)

· look at it as a political scandal (Pilate)

· look at it as a threat to one’s own lifestyle (the religious leaders)

· look at it as just another death (most of the soldiers)

· look at it with understanding and awe … John’s response

( This week look at what Jesus did as John did … with awe and understanding.
4.2 As a devotional exercise, write a note or a journal entry which expresses your gratitude to Jesus

· thank Him for his sacrifice for your sins

· look at the note every day this week

4.3 This is a time of year when people are aware of the approaching Easter holiday

· they are often open to conversation about the meaning of the holiday

· even people of other faiths (Hindu, Buddhism, Islam, etc.) often respect the religious holidays of different religions

· take an opportunity to tell them what you are celebrating personally this holiday
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