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It’s in the Books

1. Motivate

What are some reasons that people dread balancing their checkbooks?
· it is hard to track down the mistakes

· it is boring

· reviewing all the bills at once is depressing

· you fear that you might have written a check without writing it down and end up being overdrawn

· it reminds you how much month is left at the end of the money!

2. Transition

For some of the same reasons people might  avoid thinking of their accountability to God.
( Today we will look at the absolute fact that God holds all people accountable

( both Christians and non-Christians will give account of their lives to God

3. Bible Study

3.1 Everyone Will Give an Account
Listen for a bad habit that Paul talks about in this passage.
Romans 14:10-12 (NIV) You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God's judgment seat. [11] It is written: " 'As surely as I live,' says the Lord, 'every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess to God.' " [12] So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

The bad habit was “judge your brother” or look down on him.   What are some areas or practices for which some believers criticize other believers?
· how they dress

· they won’t talk … or they won’t quit talking

· they did a poor job … or they showed off when they did something

· they act like a snob … or  they are too friendly

· I can’t believe he/she said that
How does what Paul says negate all of these kinds of human “evaluations”?

· our human evaluations don’t really matter

· we will all be judged by God who won’t be fooled or impressed

· each of us will give an account of our own selves to God

· what we think about someone else doesn’t matter

· what God judges about us is what really does matter

How do I change my judgmental attitude about people in my church and work together instead?

· look for the good things about the person

· affirm the good things they do

· practice being thankful instead of always “evaluating”
· pray for God’s blessing on people … even ones you disagree with

Let’s list some specific things we can do to encourage and build up others in our church.
· complement them on the job they do, offer words of encouragement
· thank them for their participation or leadership in the activity

· greet them with a smile

· pray for them

· offer to help them in their church ministry
· give a good report to others of their hard work

How would this change that accounting we give of ourselves to God?
· God will be able to view us as a positive person

· we will be adjudicated as someone who built others up, not tear them down

· we will have made a positive contribution to the kingdom/rule of God instead of a negative or neutral influence

3.2 Build to Last
Why is it important to follow building guidelines, codes, and standards?
· results in good construction

· uniformity of quality of building

· safety purposes

· makes it legal, keeps you out of trouble

What are some parts of the building process that are very important, even though they cannot be seen from the outside?

· foundation, footer

· plumbing

· wiring

· insulation

Listen for ways in this passage that Paul suggests we complete our spiritual “building.”
1 Cor. 3:10-15 (NIV) By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. [11] For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. [12] If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, [13] his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work. [14] If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. [15] If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames. 
According to this passage, what do we do to complete our spiritual building?
· build on the foundation of Jesus Christ only

· build it with care

· use quality building materials – symbolically he says gold, silver, costly stones

· avoid shoddy materials – symbolized by wood, hay, straw

· build a life out of things that survive the “fire” of judgment

What would be examples of attitudes and actions that are lasting and receive God’s approval on the day of judgment?

· spend time with God

· invest your resources (time, talent, treasure) in God’s work 

· avoid activities that are primarily temporal

· mentor others, invest in people’s lives

· allow God to live the Fruit of the Spirit out through you (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self control)
· make use of the gifts of the Spirit to build up the church, edify one another

What would be examples of attitudes and actions that will not survive the day of judgment?
· spending time on self

· selfish activities
· focusing on entertainment

· being judgmental

· worrying about health

· nursing a grudge, harboring anger
How might having an accountability partner now prepare you to give an account to God in the future when you stand before Him as judge?
· gives you an objective opinion

· we tend to rationalize and fool ourselves

· someone else will be more honest with us

· you can support each other in prayer

· easier to be accountable to someone in the here and now than to think ahead to the future

3.3 Avoid the Second Death
If you have sat on a jury, what emotions did you sense from those who testified?

· intimidated

· guilty

· uncomfortable

· nervous

Think if how you lived your life was on trial.  Who would you want to testify for you? Who would you want on your jury?

· parents

· spouse

· kids

· pastor

· neighbor

Listen for the kind of trial or judgment situation we will one day face.

Rev. 20:11-15 (NIV)  Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. [12] And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. [13] The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. [14] Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. [15] If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 
What kind of impression does the judge make in this passage?

· sits on a great white throne

· earth and sky flee from His presence

· there is nowhere that they can get away from him

According to this passage, what different people are described as being judged?
· the dead
· great and small

· people dead in the sea

· people held by “death and Hades

What are the criteria for the judgment being made?

· “books”

· the book of life

What two types of judgment do you see here?

· people judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books

· people determined not to be in book of life thrown into lake of fire

In what way might both of these judgments be disturbing?

	Judged according to deeds
	Name found (or not) in book of life

	· like a video tape of your life

· God will look at the whole thing

· will others see it too?


	· believers need not worry

· the names of all believers are present

· but we will be disturbed by absence of friends and relatives


Consider that Jesus will have wiped out your sinful deeds from the record.  He will replace your deeds with His.  How does that make you feel?
· relieved

· encouraged

· thankful

What could you tell a person to do to make sure that his/her name is written in the book of life?

· confess (agree with God concerning) your sins

· repent (turn away from those sins)

· receive by faith the salvation offered by Christ’s substitutionary death on the cross

4. Application
4.1 If your name or the name of someone you know is not in the book of life

· you can make sure that it is

· make sure that you (or they) are aware of God’s free gift of salvation
· check with someone else in the class or refer your friend/relative to a FAITH team
· practice sharing the plan of salvation so you could tell someone about Jesus 

4.2 Jay Leno likes to make jokes about someone following him around with a video camera 24/7, but consider that in a sense it is really happening to each of us … we will give an accounting for all our actions

· knowing that where will you go/not go this week?

· what activities might you do differently?

· how might you treat others differently?
4.3 Whenever you go past a construction site this week …
· Think about your “foundation” 

· Think about how sure and solid Jesus is during the storms of your life

· Think about the “building materials” you are using in your life

· Choose activities and attitudes that build a life that you will be proud of in the judgment

· get rid of those kinds of things that will deteriorate or disappear in the end

Make contrasting lists down each side of a chalkboard
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