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Hoping for Help

1. Motivate

What illnesses have people often been afraid of in the past or are afraid of now?
· cancer

· AIDs

· influenza

· anything that is easily communicated

· TB

· polio

· plague

· disfiguring diseases

2. Transition

Today ( we look at a man of whom people were afraid due to his illness … a man with leprosy 
He was a man doomed to a horrible death, but he saw Jesus as being the one to help him in his desperate need.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Trust Jesus to Meet Your Needs
Listen for an amazing thing that Jesus did as He healed this leper.
Matthew 8:1-4 (NIV)  When he came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. [2] A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, "Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean."  [3] Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" Immediately he was cured of his leprosy. [4] Then Jesus said to him, "See that you don't tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them." 

What can you tell about the attitudes, feelings of the leper

· hopeful

· believed that Jesus could heal him

· not sure if Jesus wanted to

· kneeling implied submission, also called him “Lord”

Why do you think he said “if you are willing …”?

· didn’t know how Jesus might react

· as a leper he was “pushing the envelop” by overtly approaching Jesus

· we can understand somewhat … we often feel like we are not quite sure what God will or will not do … “if it be thy will” … we even explicitly pray those words
· he came in submission, willing to accept whatever God would do
· implied that he believed that God could heal him

Why was it significant that Jesus touched the man before He said He was willing?

· it was extremely unhealthy to do so

· if you touched someone with leprosy, you became “unclean” yourself

· it demonstrated Jesus willingness to help the man

· when the man was healed, it was emphasized by the fact that Jesus had touched him

· if he touched an unclean person, it didn’t matter because miraculously he was now clean and the touch did not result in uncleanness 

What kind of response do you think the crowd might have had?

· horrified at first

· thought Jesus was foolish to do so

· then amazed that the touch and declaration of healing resulted in healing

· realization that the touch was not a problem due to the sudden and miraculous healing

· “OH NO!  He’s gonna touch him … wait a minute … WOW!!”

How does this story about Jesus encourage you?
· Jesus is willing to help people

· He has the power to do miraculous things

· He really cares

· Even if my problem is repulsive to others, Jesus is not repulsed 

· Jesus can solve even the impossible problems (they knew no cure for leprosy)

Jesus required the man to present himself to the priest to be a testimony to the people of that day … the priest would verify the man’s healed, clean condition.  

( What are ways we can give testimony to others of what the Lord has done for us?

· in conversation we can point to God as the source our solution or need

· we can share with others how God answered prayer

· Give God the credit, not our “lucky stars” or “fate” or “good fortune”

· when someone shares a problem with us, we can offer to pray (right then) and assure them of God’s faithfulness … on previous occasions in our own lives
3.2 Turn to Jesus When You Need Help
Where do people today turn when they need help?

· the internet

· friends

· Oprah

· Dr. Phil

· Dear Abby

· a professional counselor

· a lawyer , so they can sue someone

· congressmen so they can get government money 
Listen for who needs help and to whom he turns.
Matthew 8:5-9 (NIV)      When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. [6] "Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering."     [7] Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him."   [8] The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. [9] For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."
Why did the centurion approach Jesus?
· wanted help for his servant

· the servant was sick

· he was paralyzed and in terrible suffering

Why might this be a curious request from a Roman soldier?

· servants were property

· you don’t worry too much  if one of your pieces of property “suffers”

· it’s like your car … if it  “suffers” too much, you “put it out of its misery” and junk it

· the centurion’s attitude was the exception to how most people treated their slaves

How and why did the centurion object to Jesus’ response?

· Jesus said he would go and heal the man

· Centurion said no need to actually be present

· just issue the order … you have the authority

· no different than issuing order to solder … when a command is given, the deed is as good as done

What things about the centurion’s interchange with Jesus are similar to that of the leper’s?     What did both men do?
· came up to Jesus

· believed that Jesus could accomplish the healing

· were willing to come to Jesus contrary to culturally acceptable action

· lepers were supposed to stay away, presence feared

· gentiles were not welcome to conversation or fellowship with Jews

· were considered outcasts by the Jews, they overcame that and came to Jesus anyway
· recognized Jesus as someone who could help them

What hinders believers today from turning to Jesus for help with their problems?  Why is it so difficult to give a problem over to Jesus instead of finding some other source?
· we feel that we are “unclean” or undeserving we can approach Jesus

· we are impatient … don’t want to wait
· God is less tangible than a doctor or a person we talk to

· we are not convinced that God understands or that God has the power to intervene
· even when other people don’t like us, Jesus is willing for us to come to Him, even wants us to come to Him

How can we become more convinced of the authority and lordship of Jesus as we turn to Him during crises?
· we must have input into our minds of these truths … you have to be reading and applying God’s Word

· learn to trust God on daily basis

· make a practice of seeing God at work, attributing to Him the solutions to your problems

3.3 Accept Jesus’ Help to Meet Your Needs
Listen for what it took to cause Jesus to be surprised or astonished.
Matthew 8:10-13 (NIV)  When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. [11] I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. [12] But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth."  [13] Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go! It will be done just as you believed it would." And his servant was healed at that very hour. 

So what effect did the centurion’s comments have on Jesus?
· Jesus was astonished

· declared that no one in Israel had such great faith

What kinds of thoughts do you think the apostles were having as they heard this interchange … the centurion noting Jesus authority, then Jesus declaring his astonishment?
· puzzlement, confusion

· realization of what the centurion was saying

· shame?

· an increasing awareness of just what kind of power and authority Jesus really had

What kinds of things keep us from having that kind of faith … totally convinced of Jesus’ authority?

· humanistic thinking, unwillingness to believe in someone supernatural

· scientific thinking … doctors can do amazing things today

· lack of knowledge, understanding of God’s attributes … omnipotence, omniscience, love, wisdom, righteousness/justice, etc.

( Remember that “great faith” is not something that we generate from within ourselves.


Great faith is faith in a Great God … faith is only as effective as the object of our 

faith … Jesus!
4. Application
4.1 Look for ways to express your faith in Jesus. 

· Tell Him of your needs

· Thank Him for His love and His sufficiency to meet those needs

· Claim His promises to you

· Meditate on, memorize verses that speak of God’s power, authority, love

4.2 Keep a family prayer Journal of specific needs of family members or the family as a unit

· Write down the needs and the date that you began trusting God for them

· Write down the date that God answered the prayer, supplied the need … and how God did it (maybe different than what you envisioned)

· Go back over the list of answered needs and thank God often for His faithfulness

4.3 Look for ways to express your faith in God to others
· become involved in ministry activities within our church

· when a friend expresses their concern for a personal need, offer to pray for them

· pray right there and then and promise to continue to pray for them

· I saw a county fair where a Christian group of youth or a local church had a location where they were offering to pray for anyone’s request that might come along
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