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Honor God in His Church

1. Motivate

How is the situation of having a malicious church gossip like having a guitar with a bad string?
· results in discord

· sounds bad to those who hear it

· makes the rest of the strings (people) sound (appear) wrong

· no one wants to listen/come

· people are turned off to what they are hearing/seeing

· praise and worship are disturbed

2. Transition

Today we look at how each person in the church matters

· our actions can bring greater harmony

· or they can cause sharper discord

3. Bible Study

3.1 Be Empowered by God’s Spirit

Listen what Paul requested of God the Father.
Ephes. 3:14-16 (NIV) For this reason I kneel before the Father, [15] from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. [16] I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 

According to the passage, what was Paul’s request?

· God would give or provide from His glorious riches

· God would strengthen the church

· The Holy Spirit would give power to the believers

· God’s Spirit dwelling in their inner being would empower them

How is God’s power at work in our lives like or unlike other powers?

	God’s power like other powers
	God’s power unlike other powers

	· a source of energy, strength

· an outside entity providing the power

· gives us more power than we have on our own
	· it is spiritual power

· it (He) dwells within us

· the Power is holy, righteous, just

· it is power that is for doing good, edifying the church, blessing others


Why might these early Christian believers need God’s strength in church life?

· to build up, expand the church in a culture of idolatry

· to rid their lives of heathen practices

· to withstand persecution from Jewish opposition, 

· to live a holy life in the midst of sinful influences
Note the resource Paul mentions from which God will provide strength … out of his glorious riches.  Consider that we should keep that in mind as we pray for one another and for our own concerns.
· don’t pray that you’ll just get by … pray for glorious victory

· don’t pray that your kids/grandkids just keep out of trouble, pray that they will be spiritual giants and influence other people for Christ
· don’t pray that our church merely keeps out of the red financially, pray that we have exceeding abundant with which to do God’s work 

3.2 Seek God’s Glory
Listen for a description about God’s abilities.
Ephes. 3:20-21 (NIV)    Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, [21] to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

How does Paul describe God’s abilities in this passage?
· able to do immeasurable

· able (willing) to do more than we ask

· able to do more than we can imagine

· displays His power within us

“Glory” describes God’s splendor.  To glorify is to … 

What words or phrases does Paul use to glorify  God, to describe His splendor?

· to Him be glory

· glorify Him in the church

· glorify Him throughout all generations

· glorify Him forever (throughout eternity)

Why do you think praising/glorifying God should be such an important part of everything we do?  What are some reasons that God deserves our praise?
· God’s power at work in our lives
· His love for us
· His ability to guide and direct the flow of history to accomplish His purposes

· Jesus’ redemptive death

· His day by day presence in our lives

· His attributes … omniscience, omnipresence, omnipotence, righteousness/justice, love, holiness

· His beautiful creation
How do you think praise strengthens our joy?
· takes focus off of problems

· focuses on God’s abilities, God’s love

· is an expression of faith

3.3 Live in a Worthy Manner
Listen for what Paul says is the calling of the believer.
Ephes. 4:1-6 (NIV)  As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. [2] Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. [3] Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. [4] There is one body and one Spirit--just as you were called to one hope when you were called-- [5] one Lord, one faith, one baptism; [6] one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

According to this passage, what are actions and attitudes show that we walk worthy of  our calling?
· humility

· gentleness

· patience

· bearing with one another in love

· unity

· peace

What kinds of habits or choices do believers sometimes make that shortchange God … times when we do not walk worthy of what He deserves?
· displays of anger

· impatience with our children

· causing discord by gossip

· trying to impress others with our abilities

· harsh words with family members

· road rage (verbal reactions, driving habits, etc.)

· purity of thought, motives

Paul mentions unity.  What keeps sports teams unified?

· common purpose (win the game, beat the opposition)

· practicing and working together

· executing a play with proper timing 

· they get so they can anticipate one another’s moves

· a feeling of fellowship and camaraderie 

· correct use of each individual’s skills or strengths

What attitudes and actions can you take that would build unity in your church?

· praying for one another

· acts of unsolicited kindness

· work together to accomplish a particular ministry

· having the same goals, the common purpose

· support church leadership

· refrain from criticism (you might disagree, but keep it to your self … pray about it)

· participate in worship … don’t just sit there with arms folded and a scowl on your face

· use your Spiritual Gifts … that’s what they are for … the edification of the church

· learn to appreciate one another’s particular skills

3.4 Do the Work of Ministry
Listen for examples of some of the skills or gifts that God gives to believers.
Ephes. 4:7 (NIV)  But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.  … 11-13  It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, [12] to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up [13] until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. … 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 

What specific skills do you see listed here that God gives?
· apostles

· prophets

· evangelists

· pastors

· teachers

What does Paul say is the purpose of these gifts?

· to prepare God’s people for works of service

· so the Body of Christ (the Church) may be built up

· to bring us to unity in the faith and knowledge of Christ

· to bring us to (spiritual) maturity

· to help us attain the whole measure of the fullness of Christ

In verse 7 Paul talks about these as being a “grace” that God gives.  In what way do you think these are “graces”?

· they are blessings that we do not deserve

· It is God that does the giving of the blessing
· it is not we who work or train to develop these skills on our own

· the graces (blessings of skills) certainly improve or grow stronger with use and practice, but God is the source
What happens if we ignore or neglect these gifts of the Spirit?

· the church is missing that particular skill

· that part of the Body of Christ is not built up, could be considered atrophied

· unity breaks down

· we are slower to reach spiritual maturity

If you have ever played a stringed instrument (guitar, banjo, violin, etc.) you know that each of the strings is tuned to a different note.  Imagine if
· all the strings were tuned to the same note

· one string didn’t play or was missing

· one string was out of tune

( Note the parallel to the different Gifts of the Spirit in the church … the Spiritual “music” we play as a church depends on the different skills being used correctly

4. Application
4.1 Evaluate how well you are doing in walking in a manner “worthy of the calling” you have received from God

· Allow God to demonstrate His power in your attitudes and actions

· Pray for strength to live in humility, peace, gentleness, patience, love

4.2 If you don’t know what your spiritual gift is, seek to find an avenue of service within the church 

· When you find God blessing and you feel at home in that ministry … that’s probably your gift
· If it doesn’t seem like a good fit, try something else … 

· God will make it evident that you have found your gift
· Once you find it, do not neglect it … don’t be the “missing guitar string”

4.3  Consider the benediction or doxology given in Eph 3:20-21 … Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, [21] to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

( God can do anything through a church that honors Him!
( May God use us to reach the world for Christ and build up fellow believers  … in a way that is beyond what we can ask or imagine  
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Note that this is not an exhaustive list.  Other skills are listed in other of Paul’s letters.  Also, Paul could not have imagined such gifts as church bus mechanic or church web site manager.





basically the overall purposes of the Gifts are not achieved
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