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God Works in His Time



1. Motivate

What are some situations where you like to "take the bull by the horns" and just take care of things yourself instead of having someone else do it?
· cooking in your own kitchen

· cleaning the house

· shopping  (actually I would rather have the other person shop for themselves)

· working on the car

· working in my garden

· planning a vacation

· finding my way to an address in a city (it's a sign of weakness to ask for directions!)

2. Transition

It's  easy to take matters into our own hands when we become impatient …
· in our frustration we sometimes make matters worse

 Today we look at how God works in His time


He is sovereign


We can trust him in every situation

3. Bible Study

3.1 Embrace God's Timing
Listen for what David could have done and why he did not do it.
1 Samuel 26:7-11 (NIV)   So David and Abishai went to the army by night, and there was Saul, lying asleep inside the camp with his spear stuck in the ground near his head. Abner and the soldiers were lying around him. [8] Abishai said to David, "Today God has delivered your enemy into your hands. Now let me pin him to the ground with one thrust of my spear; I won't strike him twice." [9] But David said to Abishai, "Don't destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the Lord's anointed and be guiltless? [10] As surely as the Lord lives," he said, "the Lord himself will strike him; either his time will come and he will die, or he will go into battle and perish. [11] But the Lord forbid that I should lay a hand on the Lord's anointed. Now get the spear and water jug that are near his head, and let's go." 

What was Abishai's reaction when he and David found Saul's entire camp asleep?
· God has solved your problems

· let me get rid of Saul with one spear thrust

· This is God's opportunity to you

· we can be done with being chased by Saul

What reasons did David give for not taking advantage of the opportunity to kill Saul?

· if we kill the Lord's anointed, we will be guilty of murder

· God will deal with him in God's time (old age or die in battle)

· God forbid I harm the Lord's anointed
What do you think it means to "embrace God's timing"?

· not to decide for yourself when something should happen
· trust in God for Him to do things in His time and His way

· realize that circumstances alone are not enough to direct our actions

· believe that God knows best what and when something should happen

· not all "open doors" should be entered

· realize that there are other principles to be considered besides expediency

How did David embrace God's timing in this situation?
· not willing to rush God

· realize that just because it would have been easy to do, didn't make it right
· saw other ways God might solve his (David's) problems
What are some situations in our lives where we need to embrace God's timing?

· what is happening in our children's lives (from toddlers, even up to adult children)

· same for our grandchildren

· job situations

· health issues

· church and ministry activities

· neighbors, neighbors' kids

· events in the school system

· city, state, national political issues

How do we practice this "embracing God's timing" on a daily basis?

· need to be convinced of God's wisdom, love, power, sovereignty

· need to be listening what God is saying to us

· need to be daily in God's Word for this to happen

· need to take concerns to Him daily in prayer

· need to be daily asking, trusting Him for wisdom to make right choices

3.2 Evaluate Personal Actions
Listen for three questions that David asked Saul.
1 Samuel 26:17-20 (NIV)   Saul recognized David's voice and said, "Is that your voice, David my son?" David replied, "Yes it is, my lord the king." [18] And he added, "Why is my lord pursuing his servant? What have I done, and what wrong am I guilty of? [19] Now let my lord the king listen to his servant's words. If the Lord has incited you against me, then may he accept an offering. If, however, men have done it, may they be cursed before the Lord! They have now driven me from my share in the Lord's inheritance and have said, 'Go, serve other gods.' [20] Now do not let my blood fall to the ground far from the presence of the Lord. The king of Israel has come out to look for a flea--as one hunts a partridge in the mountains." 

From what you know about the background of this story, what motive was behind Saul's desire to kill David?
· jealousy – people had praised David's besting Saul's battle records

· Saul knew that David was appointed to be next king, not his son, Jonathan

What three questions did David ask of Saul?

· Why are you pursuing me?

· What have I done?

· What evil is in my hand?

What do you think was the intent of David's questions?

· to get Saul to think logically (not emotionally) about what was happening

· to get Saul to realize the folly and danger of his quest

· to get Saul off his back!

· cause Saul to look at things honestly

What additional comments does David make about Saul's actions.

· if I have done something wrong, maybe God directed you to punish me

· let me make it right with God

· if other people have persuaded you I am evil, they are wrong … a curse upon them

· by driving me away from our land, you are pushing me away from God!

· I'm just a little guy … a "flea", an insignificant bird

What do these words reveal about David's character?

· willing to confess wrongs

· willing to confront issues if necessary
· a desire to be close to God – being denied worship opportunities caused him grief

· human frustration at Saul's illogical persistence

There are good times and bad times to confront someone else, asking them to evaluate their actions?  What advantages or disadvantages exist?
	Bad Times to Confront
	Good Times to Confront

	· when people are angry

· when the confrontation could become physical

· too many/not enough witnesses

· when they could be too easily embarrassed
	· after emotions have settled down

· only after prayer

· possibly with someone who can act as a buffer personality

· in private so the other person can save face


How can evaluating our personal ambitions and actions lead us to trust God with the details of our lives?

· we don't want to be fooling ourselves

· we need to honestly look at where we might be trying to running things ourselves

· we need to be aware of situations where we are not trusting God and need to be trusting God

· God can make us aware of situations where we are not responding to a situation in faith

· when we find ourselves grumbling about situations and manipulating the situation on our own, this might be a sign of lack of faith
3.3 Submit to God's Authority

Listen for Saul's reaction to David's confrontation.
1 Samuel 26:21-25 (NIV)   Then Saul said, "I have sinned. Come back, David my son. Because you considered my life precious today, I will not try to harm you again. Surely I have acted like a fool and have erred greatly." [22] "Here is the king's spear," David answered. "Let one of your young men come over and get it. [23] The Lord rewards every man for his righteousness and faithfulness. The Lord delivered you into my hands today, but I would not lay a hand on the Lord's anointed. [24] As surely as I valued your life today, so may the Lord value my life and deliver me from all trouble." [25] Then Saul said to David, "May you be blessed, my son David; you will do great things and surely triumph. "So David went on his way, and Saul returned home. 

What was Saul's reaction when he realized David had spared his life?
· I have sinned

· I have acted like a fool

· I have erred greatly

· come back David

· David, my son

· I promise not to try to harm you again

What evidence do you see in the passage that suggests David felt the king's remorse to be insincere?

· he didn't go to the king

· he offered back the king's spear at a distance … send someone for it

In what ways did David submit to God's authority in this encounter with Saul?

· he was not willing to harm the Lord's anointed even though God seemed to give the opportunity

· he considered Saul's life valuable, even though Saul was being spiteful and vindictive

What kinds of situations do we face where we must submit to God's authority?

· don't get even, despite having opportunities to do mean things to people who have hurt you
· endure hardship without moaning, groaning, mumbling, grumbling
· when God seems "to shut the door," don't try to force it

· obey God's commands, even when you might wish to do otherwise

· do the right thing, even when it hurts initially

Why does submitting to God's authority lead us to trust Him with the details of our lives?

· we don't try to force things to happen in our own strength or wisdom

· we act on what God says, not what we feel or wish

· we admit that our own resources are insufficient, only God is sufficient

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Remember those events in our lives where we are tempted to disregard God's timing.
· what is happening in our children's lives (from toddlers, even up to adult children)

· same for our grandchildren

· job situations

· health issues

· church and ministry activities

· neighbors, neighbors' kids

· events in the school system

· city, state, national political issues

Be careful about how you respond to these situations … 

Watch out for

· well meaning advice from friends

· emotional or knee jerk reactions

· personal ambitions

· taking vengeance into our own hands

4.2 In these situations, ask God to help you realize your motivations for the how you respond

· seek reconciliation if necessary

· avoid slander and gossip

· don't act in ways that will hurt other people

4.3 People of faith submit themselves to God

· your own resources fall short

· God is sufficient for each situation

· be daily in His Word so that you are constantly convinced of His power, His sovereignty, His love

Class may not come up with these on their own … these might be better considered as lecture points





List these situations for people to see – if possible, keep the list available for ending application.
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