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God Rules!

1. Motivate

What does it take to get you worked up enough to either shout or to sing?
	Shout
	Sing

	· see favorite sports team score

· see the kids track mud on your new carpet

· see the neighbor’s dog defile your lawn

· see the end of the electioneering 
	· hear a good southern Gospel quartet

· remember a catchy tune from a time of worship and praise

· sing along with the radio in the car

· sing in the shower


2. Transition

In the first verse of the chapter we will study, the psalmist exhorts us to sing with joy, Psalm 33:1 (NLT Let the godly sing with joy to the Lord,  for it is fitting to praise him. 

Today ( we will look at why we should praise the Lord by singing and/or shouting!
3. Bible Study


3.1 Display of God’s Authority
How many stars do you think there are?   Millions?  Billions?  Trillions?
Listen to what the passage says about these 1021 stars
Psalm 33:6-11 (NLT)  The Lord merely spoke, and the heavens were created.  He breathed the word, and all the stars were born. [7] He gave the sea its boundaries and locked the oceans in vast reservoirs. [8] Let everyone in the world fear the Lord, and let everyone stand in awe of him. [9] For when he spoke, the world began! It appeared at his command. [10] The Lord shatters the plans of the nations and thwarts all their schemes [11] But the Lord's plans stand firm forever;  his intentions can never be shaken.
What in these verses echoes the Genesis account of creation?

· God’s creation of the heavens

· the creation of those 1021 stars

· separating the sea from the land

List the reasons for which the psalm writer praised the Lord.
· God’s bringing things into existence by merely speaking, breathing

· putting boundaries on the sea, containing the oceans

· God thwarts puny plans of nations who oppose His will
· God stands firm forever

· His intentions cannot be shaken

What emotions should we have when we consider God’s creative work?

· tremble before the Lord
· stand in awe of Him

· fear Him

· submit to His wisdom, power, authority

What do you think it means to “tremble before the Lord”?

· don’t confront God, we don’t dictate to Him

· young people would say “don’t mess with Him”

· you feel as if you wouldn’t even dare oppose Him or cross Him or defy Him

How can we both love and fear God … how can these emotions coexist?

· the fear one of awe and being impressed

· you are so impressed with His power and authority and love for you that you must respond with love, obedience, and submission

· not unlike the attitude that many children have for a grandpa … halfway afraid of him cause he might be gruff … at the same time, loving him dearly

Why is authority an unpopular word and idea?

· people today want to make their own choices

· generally, we don’t like people telling us what to do

· we are big on “freedom” to do as we please … this is America after all!
How does God treat those who resist His authority?
· frustrates counsel of the nations

· thwarts the plans of the peoples

What, then,  are the advantages of submitting to God’s authority?

· gives lasting advice and direction

· His wisdom is eternal

· we can depend on His direction to be good for us, beneficial

· who better to submit to than one who has the power and wisdom and knowledge to create the universe and keep it running

3.2 Extent of God’s Authority
Listen for words and phrases that describe God’s awareness of everything about us.
Psalm 33:12-17 (NLT) What joy for the nation whose God is the Lord, whose people he has chosen for his own. [13] The Lord looks down from heaven and sees the whole human race. [14] From his throne he observes all who live on the earth. [15] He made their hearts, so he understands everything they do [16] The best-equipped army cannot save a king, nor is great strength enough to save a warrior  [17] Don't count on your warhorse to give you victory—  for all its strength, it cannot save you.

List the words or phrases that describe God’s awareness of what goes on in the world.
· He looks down from heaven

· He observes everyone, sees the whole human race

· from His throne, He observes everyone on the earth

· He is able to understand everything they do

How might this be disconcerting to some people?

· if you think you are hiding your deeds or motives, you are not hiding them from God

· many people think they are getting away with something, but not with God

· we would be ashamed if everyone knew what God knew about us

How might God’s awareness be reassuring to us?

· God sees the problems I’m having

· God is aware of my needs

· God knows what has been happening to me in the past

· He knows what I am dealing with right now

· God sees what is coming ahead in the future
· He knows what kind of encouragement I need, what resources
Where do people who do not know God place their trust?

· in their own strength and wisdom

· in their resources

· according to this passage, in the military technology of the day (strong horses)

· in help they can get from one another

· in the government to supply their needs

What is the advantage of placing our trust in God instead of human resources?

· God is obviously more capable

· God’s resources are endless

· God’s wisdom provides the right solutions, the answers we really need
· Gods solutions are best in the long run, they don’t just put a “band-aid on a broken arm”

What are the results of trusting and obeying God as the ultimate authority in our lives?

· as a nation we would be blessed

· we are God’s inheritance
· we are blessed with emotional and spiritual peace, even when there might be political or military unrest

· our needs are met

· God is glorified
3.3 Effect of God’s Authority
Listen for past, present, and future good effects of submission to God’s authority.
Psalm 33:18-22 (NLT But the Lord watches over those who fear him,  those who rely on his unfailing love. [19] He rescues them from death and keeps them alive in times of famine.    [20] We depend on the Lord alone to save us. Only he can help us, protecting us like a shield. [21] In him our hearts rejoice, for we are trusting in his holy name.  [22] Let your unfailing love surround us, Lord, for our hope is in you alone.

What good effects do you see of submitting to God’s authority?
· He watches over us

· His love is unfailing

· He rescues from death (both physical and spiritual)

· He provides needs during times of famine, times of want

· He protects like a shield

· His love surrounds us

The NIV says  in Psalm 33:20 We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. 
What do you think it means to “wait” on the Lord?

· trust Him

· hope in His sufficiency

· go on with life, believing that He will be sufficient

· a realization that God knows best how and when to answer our prayers

· a realization that we do not dictate to God … He is the one who has and uses authority wisely

Why do we have trouble waiting?

· our culture is in a hurry

· we are used to instant solutions

· even TV and movie dramas solve most of their problems within the time limits of the show (30 – 90 minutes)

· we are basically impatient people  -- think about the last time you had an extended wait at a restaurant (to get a table or to get your order … or even the check)

How can we learn better the practice of waiting on the Lord?

· be in regular communication with God

· tell Him your frustrations

· read His Word to be informed of His power, His love, His authority

· allow God to convince you of His sufficiency, His wisdom

· keep a journal of things for which you trusted God and then when and how He provided the need

· like the song says, “count your many blessings, see what God can do”
4. Application
4.1 During the coming week, look for ways in which you can submit to God’s authority during the coming week

· let God have a say in how you spend your time

· let God guide you as to what you do with your resources

· write down such a decision on a card and post it where it will remind you of your commitment

4.2 Look for evidence of God’s awesome creation

· express your awe to God

· tell Him how impressed you are with the beauty of nature around you

· tell Him just how powerful you see He is by the forces of nature … the oceans, the storms, the changing of the seasons, etc.

· then express your trust in His sufficiency and His wisdom

4.3 Pray for our nation … that our leaders will acknowledge God’s authority and submit to Him

· pray that they will be guided by God
· pray that they will receive and apply God’s wisdom

· pray for our leaders at the local level … city council, school boards, police, fire, EMTs

· Pray that we will be a nation whose God is the Lord
( There are too many stars for scientists to actually count one-by-one, so other methods of estimating the total number of stars are used. Scientists believe that there are on the order of 1021 stars in our Universe. If you write that number out, it looks like this: 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000.
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