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God is Just



1. Motivate

What are some funny bumper stickers you remember seeing?

· “The gene pool could use a little chlorine."

· "Laugh alone and the world thinks you're an idiot."

· "Forget about world peace ... visualize using your turn signal!"

· "He who laughs last thinks slowest"

· "Very funny, Scotty. Now beam down my clothes."

· "Ever stop to think, and forget to start again?"

· "Auntie Em:  Hate you, hate Kansas, taking the dog -- Dorothy."

· "All generalizations are false."

· "Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine."

· "Time is what keeps everything from happening at once."

· "Sorry, I don't date outside my species."

· "I may be fat, but you're ugly. I can lose weight!"

· "No radio. Already stolen"

· "Few women admit their age. Few men act it! "

· "I don't suffer from insanity, I enjoy every minute of it!"

· "Hard work has a future payoff. Laziness pays off NOW!"

· "IRS: We've got what it takes to take what you've got."

· "Time is the best teacher; unfortunately it kills all its students!"

2. Transition

In Ezekiel’s day, the Jewish captives in Babylon had a saying that could have been a bumper sticker on the back of  someone’s chariot.

God prompted Ezekiel to refute that saying as false.

3. Bible Study

3.1 An Irresponsible Attitude

Listen for what the proverb (bumper sticker) in the passage.

Ezekiel 18:1-4 The word of the LORD came to me:  [2] "What do you people mean by quoting this proverb about the land of Israel: " 'The fathers eat sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge'? [3] "As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no longer quote this proverb in Israel.  

What was the proverb and why did they quote it?

· The fathers eat sour grapes and the children’s teeth are set on edge.

· Previous generations had sinned 

· God had sent the people as captives off to Babylon

· The generation there in Babylon now was suffering for the sins of the previous generations  

· that was unfair, unjust

What does God have to say about this attitude?

· they were wrong to quote this proverb, to make that claim

· God says they will no longer quote it

· They have no right to make the claim that they are suffering for the sins of their forefathers

What is a modern phenomenon similar to their attitude?

· what I did is not my fault

· people refuse to accept the responsibility of their own actions

· the problem is an unstable home

· society has cheated this person, he couldn’t react any other way

· it’s in his genes to be an alcoholic

· the devil made me do it

Why is it easier to make excuses for a wrongdoing than to admit that wrongdoing?

· you don’t have to take responsibility for what you have done

· in your own mind, you are not to blame, you can claim to be good, righteous

· you can reject punishment for what you have done

When do we sometimes question God's justice?

· why do evil people get away with stuff and good people suffer?

· what happened was not fair 

· I didn’t deserve that from God

· How could a loving God let that happen – where’s the justice in that?

3.2 An Individual Accountability

Listen for whom God holds accountable for their actions.

Ezekiel 18:19-20 "Yet you ask, 'Why does the son not share the guilt of his father?' Since the son has done what is just and right and has been careful to keep all my decrees, he will surely live.  [20] The soul who sins is the one who will die. The son will not share the guilt of the father, nor will the father share the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous man will be credited to him, and the wickedness of the wicked will be charged against him.  

According to this verse who is accountable or not accountable for actions?

	Accountable for Actions
	Not Accountable for Actions

	· The soul who sins is the one who will die

· righteous person has righteousness credited to him

· a man’s wickedness is charged against him
	· not the son for the father’s actions

· not the father for the son’s actions


Consider the following case studies … is the person guilty or not guilty?

1. A 20 dollar bill is missing from your wallet.  You learn your daughter took it to purchase a school supply for your granddaughter while you were out of the house.  She says she’ll repay you next week.

2. You pick up your 10 year old grandson from a friends house.  He smells of tobacco smoke.  Yu ask if he has been smoking and he replies that he had no choice because everyone else was doing it.

3. Your son confides in you and asks for advice.  he got a call from the police station to pick up his teenage son.  Your grandson and his friends were taken in for reckless driving and underage drinking.  The teenager was a passenger in the car, but he told his dad he had not been drinking.

4. Your daughter borrows your car and says she’ll return it at 8:00 P.M.  At midnight she brings it home damaged and tells you that it broke down and she was involved in an accident.  Thankfully she was not hurt.

Why is it difficult to always know how to deal justly with children and grandchildren?

· kids are all different – some are sneaky, some are very honest

· we would like to believe them because we love them

· at the same time, we know what we, ourselves were like at that age

· sometimes finding them guilty is a reflection on what kind of parenting job we have done

· kids today have lots of temptations we never had

· we may not know all the circumstances

What were some occasions in the scriptures when God punished someone’s behavior?

· When David sinned with Bathsheba

· When David took a census and was not supposed to

· Joseph’s brothers suffered for their mistreatment of him

· John the Baptist’s father was stricken with being unable to speak when he laughed at what the angel told him

· Abraham suffered some consequence of trying to have a son not born of Sarah

Is it just for God to hold the children of immoral parents responsible for their personal immorality?  Why?  Why Not?

	Yes
	No

	· they are responsible before God on their own

· The scripture says the soul that sins will die

· they may have lacked advantages, but they made their own choices to sin
	· they didn’t know any better

· they were trained to be immoral

· it is their parents’ fault

· there is no way they could have chosen to do anything else


Why then can we be sure that God's justice is perfect?

· God does know all the circumstances

· By his very nature, he does the right thing

· Jesus knows and experienced the same kinds of temptations we have

3.3 A Just God

Listen for what happens to a wicked individual who repents of his sinful behavior.

Ezekiel 18:23-29 Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked? declares the Sovereign LORD. Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and live?  [24] "But if a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits sin and does the same detestable things the wicked man does, will he live? None of the righteous things he has done will be remembered. Because of the unfaithfulness he is guilty of and because of the sins he has committed, he will die.  [25] "Yet you say, 'The way of the Lord is not just.' Hear, O house of Israel: Is my way unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust?  [26] If a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits sin, he will die for it; because of the sin he has committed he will die.  [27] But if a wicked man turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he will save his life.  [28] Because he considers all the offenses he has committed and turns away from them, he will surely live; he will not die.  [29] Yet the house of Israel says, 'The way of the Lord is not just.' Are my ways unjust, O house of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust?  

According to this passage, what happens to a wicked person who repents?

· he will save his life

· he will surely live 

· he will not die

How did the people of Israel respond?

· the way of the Lord is not just

For what kinds of things have your children accused you of being unfair  (or you accuse your parents)?

· who got to go to bed at certain times

· who got what chores around the house

· how much allowance was given

· other kids got to do things they didn’t

How do you respond to such accusations?

· I’m doing this for your own good

· I know what is best for you

· “Just because!”

How does God respond to the accusations of Israel?

· Are my ways really unjust??

· Is it not your ways that are unjust?

Why do most people ask for justice from God when they really expect mercy?

· we (incorrectly) think we are in the right, we are righteous

· if we got God’s justice, we would be struck dead for our sinfulness

· God’s mercy brings us forgiveness, which is what we really need

3.4 A Call to Repent

Listen for what God wanted Israel to do.

Ezekiel 18:30-32 "Therefore, O house of Israel, I will judge you, each one according to his ways, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your downfall.  [31] Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, O house of Israel?  [32] For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent and live!  

What did God want Israel (and us) to do?

· repent

· turn from all your offenses

· rid yourself of offenses committed

· get a new heart and a new spirit

· repent and live

Why is this for believers as well as unbelievers?

· we struggle often with sin in our lives, even after salvation

· God wants to set us free from slavery to sin as well as from the penalty of sin

· when God reveals to us a new area or issue in our lives where we need to be more like Him, we must confess (agree with God it is wrong) and repent (turn away from that sin) and trust Him to enable victory

What kinds of things happen in our lives when we repent?

· part of the formula for receiving salvation and for spiritual growth/renewal (confession, repentance, faith)

· our lives head in a new direction

· God is pleased (he takes no pleasure in death of anyone)

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Think about how you might be questioning God’s justice – What must you do in order to correct your accusations? – confession, repentance

4.2 Don’t try to blame the results of your own actions on someone else – be quick to accept the responsibility of your own actions – admit it, ask God’s help to change.

4.3 Set aside some time this week to critically examine your life for behavior or attitudes that are not acceptable to God – repent of sinful behavior – receive God’s mercy

4.4 Ask God to show you unresolved issues hidden your life by your denial of responsibility.  Choose to repent … and live!!
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