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God Wants Me to Be Loving



1. Motivate

How many different ways might you complete the statement:  “I love _______”

· my wife/husband

· Jesus

· cherry pie

· pizza

· springtime

· Blue Bell Ice Cream

· my garden

· baseball

· golf

· to fish

· my kids

· my grandkids

· my new car

Note the different meanings of the word love:

· preference for a particular flavor, activity, time, place

· total dedication to someone

· this is an important part of your life

2. Transition

( Today we will study the biblical meaning of the word “love”

· An Old Testament example of a Hebrew word

· At the same time a demonstration of the New Testament Greek word and fruit of the Spirit

3. Bible Study

3.1 Love’s Commitment

Listen for words and phrases that reveal Jonathan’s commitment to David.

1 Samuel 18:1-4 After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself.  [2] From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him return to his father's house.  [3] And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself.  [4] Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt.  

What words or phrases do you see which tell about Jonathan’s commitment

· one in spirit with David

· loved him as himself

· made a covenant with David

· gave to David robe, tunic, weapons (as gifts or symbolically of devotion, or even symbolically as the future king)

Why do you think Jonathan was attracted to David so strongly that they became the best of friends?  What caused their friendship to be so binding?

· he admired David’s courage in facing Goliath

· similar age and interests and skills

· David was probably a likeable guy

· other scriptures talk about God's Spirit being upon David

· David was a “man after God's heart”

How do we see that love was more than just an emotion?

· by Jonathan’s actions

· he gave valuable things to David

· when you give your weapons to someone you demonstrate your trust that they will not turn on you and use them against you 

· you are vulnerable

What are some ways that the love we express to others is costly to us?

· gifts that we give

· promises that we make

· making ourselves vulnerable

· we stand up for that person

· we do favors for them without any guarantee (or desire) of payback

· we may express or commit to that love at risk of the loss of the favor of others

Why is it easier to love some people than others?

· some folks are just more loveable

· we struggle loving people who are significantly different than us in values and customs

· we have family ties

· we love our own kids, grandkids because they belong to us

· we have more in common with some folks

How can we love those who are not so easy to love?

· only in God's enabling

· it is one of the Fruit of the Spirit

· God's Holy Spirit produces in us characteristics and attributes of Jesus – in this case, love
3.2 Love’s Active Concern

Listen for ways in this passage in which Jonathan demonstrated his concern for David.

1 Samuel 19:1-7 Saul told his son Jonathan and all the attendants to kill David. But Jonathan was very fond of David  [2] and warned him, "My father Saul is looking for a chance to kill you. Be on your guard tomorrow morning; go into hiding and stay there.  [3] I will go out and stand with my father in the field where you are. I'll speak to him about you and will tell you what I find out."  [4] Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, "Let not the king do wrong to his servant David; he has not wronged you, and what he has done has benefited you greatly.  [5] He took his life in his hands when he killed the Philistine. The LORD won a great victory for all Israel, and you saw it and were glad. Why then would you do wrong to an innocent man like David by killing him for no reason?"  [6] Saul listened to Jonathan and took this oath: "As surely as the LORD lives, David will not be put to death."  [7] So Jonathan called David and told him the whole conversation. He brought him to Saul, and David was with Saul as before.  

How did Jonathan demonstrate his concern for David?

· he warned David of Saul’s orders to kill him

· told him to hide out until things were safe

· he spoke to his father to try to persuade him to back off

· he told David to come back

What was his argument to Saul?

· he has not wronged you

· he has done great things for you

· he killed Goliath,  this was a victory for all Israel, not just for David

· he is innocent of wrong doing

How was Jonathan’s love for his friend David a risk?

· his father’s wrath

· the fact that David was a possible competitor for the throne

· David could have turned on him

How do you keep risks from being a barrier to your loving others more fully?

· realize the risks are there

· determine that the risks are worth showing love where it is needed

· minimize the risks by speaking and acting carefully

· demonstrate love, act in love to all who are involved

Consider the following situations – how does love speak?  What does love say?  How do you respond, showing love in each?

	A coworker criticizes your efforts in front of others

· do not criticize back

· speak kindly of all others

· may require a gentle confrontation

· pray God's blessing on the person
	Your son has been spending time with friends you don’t approve of and is staying out beyond his curfew.

· declare your concern for his well being

· express your love

· pray for wisdom

· gently but firmly ground him 


	Your neighbor allows his pets to roam the neighborhood – they are tearing up your flower beds

· take her some flowers

· express your problem kindly

· ask for advice

· offer to help with a fence, caring for the pets

· pray for her
	Your boss doesn’t give you a promotion you feel you deserve, choosing to give it to someone else in the office instead.

· congratulate the person who got the promotion

· praise them for their good points

· pray for the folks in your office


3.3 Love’s Constancy

Listen for  phrases in these verses that emphasize love’s constancy.

1 Samuel 20:4 Jonathan said to David, "Whatever you want me to do, I'll do for you."  

14 But show me unfailing kindness like that of the LORD as long as I live, so that I may not be killed,  17 And Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of love for him, because he loved him as he loved himself.  42 Jonathan said to David, "Go in peace, for we have sworn friendship with each other in the name of the LORD, saying, 'The LORD is witness between you and me, and between your descendants and my descendants forever.' " Then David left, and Jonathan went back to the town.  

What phrases do you see here that speak of constancy, loyalty, and dependability?

· I’ll do whatever you want me to do, whatever you need

· unfailing kindness like that of Jehovah

· we have sworn friendship in the name of the Lord

· God is witness of our sworn friendship

Why did Jonathan feel the need to affirm their love and friendship?

· he could see that Saul’s attitude was not going to change

· he may well have known at this time that David would eventually be king, not himself

· he could see that they would not have much contact with each other in the days to come – but he still wanted to keep the friendship

What qualities in Jonathan would permit him to make the open-ended promise of verse 4?

· trust

· his judgment of David’s character

· realization of his father’s problems, God's inevitable solution

What qualities did Jonathan see in David that caused him to feel comfortable in making this promise?

· David was an honorable man

· David was a godly man

· he knew that David trusted him

What actions can you take that show your friends (and others) that you have abiding love for them?

· promise your help, your concern

· carry out on your promises

· follow up on your concern

· openly express your concern, your love

· look for ways to help without being asked

Paul said in 1 Cor. 13:4-8 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  [5] It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  [6] Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  [7] It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  [8] Love never fails. 

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1  Who is your best friend?  

· Consider how you are demonstrating loyal love for that friend

· How can you relinquish a selfish desire in order to act in the best interest for that friend?

4.2 Think about the conflict of loyalties that Jonathan faced – with who does this happen in your life?

· How do you deal with that conflict in a loving way?

· How do you demonstrate active concern for the friend(s) involved?

4.3 Who is it that you experience the most difficulty loving right now?

· What action will you take this week to demonstrate love for that person?

· What kindness can you do?

· What loving words can you express?
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