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Getting Ready for the Savior

1. Motivate

How do parents often choose (or reject) a name for their children?
· named for a parent, grandparent

· named for a famous person

· named for an event

· reject the name of someone you knew who was weird/ugly/mean/strange/nasty
· reject a name if you had a pet by that name

2. Transition

Today we look at a biblical character born to an elderly couple … he was special in several ways
· he was given a name unexpected by neighbors and relatives

· we will look at why he was special … how he is an example for us
3. Bible Study

3.1 Exemplify Faithfulness
Listen for how Zechariah had the most special day of his life up to that point.
Luke 1:5-7, 11-13 (NIV) In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. [6] Both of them were upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord's commandments and regulations blamelessly. [7] But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well along in years  Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. … [12] When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. [13] But the angel said to him: "Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John. 

What facts to you learn about Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth?
	Zechariah
	Elizabeth

	· a priest

· division of Abijah

· upright in God's sight

· observed all God's commandments

· blameless
	· also a descendant of Aaron

· upright, blameless

· no children, she was barren

· both were “well along in years”


Note the humiliation of being childless in that culture

· people would talk (then as now) 

· no doubt they were accused of being punished for some secret sinfulness

What are some negative ways to respond to life’s disappointments?
· we get bitter, we rebel

· holler, complain, take it out on others around us

· we declare our “anger” at God

· we blame God for our problem … cry “not fair!”

What are some positive ways to respond to life’s disappointments?

· Paul says, in all things, continue to be thankful to God

· talk to God about it, tell Him your disappointment, your feelings

· you may need godly counsel

· keep looking for God at work in your life

· look around you and note the good things you have to thank God for 

· learn from your experience and pray for others who are going through similar troubles

· you have to believe that God knows what is best for you

· you must concentrate on the attributes of God … wisdom, love, power, sovereignty

· we appropriate the Fruit of the Spirit … joy, peace, patience, faithfulness

What startling revelation did the angel make to Zechariah?
· his (their) prayers had been answered

· Elizabeth will bear a son (despite age and previous infertility)

· name him John 

If you were in Zechariah’s or Elizabeth’s shoes, how would you respond to this kind of announcement by an angel?
· disbelief, “no way”
· terror, “please, not me”
· excitement – remember they had wanted children for many years
· puzzlement – “is this someone’s idea of a joke?”

What could God do in a person’s life today that would have as big an impact as the angel’s visit to Zechariah – either the means or the content of the communication?
· have them change jobs

· move them to a completely different city

· a special dream

· a word of knowledge or prophecy from a perfect stranger or from someone unexpected

· God gives you a large sum of money with specific instructions as to how to use it

· God provide an unexpected open door of opportunity for service

Why do you think God chose to use this couple?

· their heritage (both born of priestly tribe)

· they had a desire, a motivation to be obedient, godly

· they had persistence to make the right choices

· they had a desire to treasure and nurture a special little baby, someone who would have an important task

3.2 Recognize God’s Activity 
Listen for how the birth of this son was celebrated.
Luke 1:57-60, 65 – 66 (NIV)  When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. [58] Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy.  [59] On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him after his father Zechariah, [60] but his mother spoke up and said, "No! He is to be called John. " … [65] The neighbors were all filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking about all these things. [66] Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, "What then is this child going to be?" For the Lord's hand was with him. 

How was this birth celebrated?

· neighbors heard of God’s mercy (giving them a son)

· they came to rejoice together

· they came to share the joy

· they gathered for the circumcision and naming ceremony

· they showed great interest, “filled with awe” … “talking about all these things”

· they speculated about the future of such a miracle child

What kinds of things do you think people might have said as they talked about “all these things” (v. 65)?
· I thought surely they would name him  “Zechariah II” or “Zack, Junior”

· Where in the world did they come up with the name John?
· Don’t you think it was a little bit nervy for a woman to speak out like that and contradict every one else
· What was going on with Zechariah’s lack of speech?  I’ve never understood just what his problem was … then it all of a sudden disappeared … how strange!

· What were they thinking to have a child so late in life?  How old will they be when the kid wants to play football with his dad?

( Note that God is often not worried about our customs or what is “normal”

· He wants us to be obedient

· even though it might go against cultural norms

Consider the following events in our lives.  How can God use these kinds of events to show others what He is doing today?   What kinds of lessons does God want to demonstrate in our lives before others?

	Events
	Lessons He Demonstrates

	· illness, medical crises
	· His faithfulness, His power

	· financial setbacks
	· His sufficiency

	· financial “windfalls” or unexpected blessing
	· how to be a godly steward of His provisions

	· a willful child (say, in the “terrible twos”)
	· how to exercise tough love, godly discipline

	· an unexpected heavy workload
	· His strength and wisdom


Consider that the events in our lives can be the result of a combination of our own choices and God’s activity …

· In either case He is at work in our lives
· He seeks to accomplish His best for us and through us

3.3 Help People Know About Salvation
Listen for the predictions made by Zechariah about his son.
Luke 1:76-79 (NIV) And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, [77] to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, [78] because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven [79] to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace."  

What predictions about John do we see in this passage
· a prophet of the Most High

· will go before the Lord

· will prepare the way for Messiah

· give people knowledge of salvation

Zechariah understood John would help people know about salvation.  What people were there in your life that helped you know about salvation?
· Sunday school teachers

· youth leaders

· parents, grandparents

· Youth For Christ directors

· pastor, evangelist

· camp counselor

· someone who went out of their way to witness to you

What biblical personalities can you think of through whom God communicated?

· prophets

· apostles

· godly kings

· even a donkey!

· a servant girl (Nahman’s wife’s servant)

· shepherds who told the story of Christ’s birth

Verses 78, 79 mention the rising sun will come to us from heaven  to shine on those living in darkness.  Who in our world is living in darkness?  Who is there who needs our help  in knowing about salvation?
· many of us have neighbors who need the savior

· most of us have relatives who live in darkness

· lots of people in our town/state/nation are unchurched and know little about salvation

· many people in foreign cultures (both modern and primitive) have never even heard the name of Jesus
4. Application
4.1 Typical items you might see this Christmas season include
· Christmas cards

· a book of Christmas carols

· a candle

· a gift catalog

· a string of colored lights

( think about ways you can used these items to prepare others to believe in Christ
( if you need a step by step explanation of salvation, use the inside front cover of your Sunday School learners guide

4.2 What events is our church holding to which you can invite someone who needs the savior or someone who needs a church home?
· Christmas musical

· celebratory meal or banquet

· even a TV Christmas special shared in your home where you can demonstrate Christ’s love and friendship

· Small Group Bible Fellowship (Sunday School Class) Christmas party

4.3 Remember that God used some unlikely people for significant roles in serving Him
· you don’t need to be a prophet, a preacher, a teacher

· God wants people who are faithful, even with their shortcomings and infirmities

· and faithfulness is never dependent on receiving what we desire from Him 
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